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X7  ^  U   may  remember,  fir,"  faid 
X  Cannon  to  Mr.  Manly,- 1 
the  ftage-Goach  ac  Grantham,  being  hor- 
ridly provoked  with  the  chatterino-  old 
woman  that  travelled  with  us.    f  rn„u 


CHAP.  I. 


Cannon  mahs  a  Reporf^ 


not  fit  it  no  longer,  for 
gentlemen,  it  made  a 
Vol.  III.  R 
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ioundedly  filly  to  be  lb  expofed  before  lad- 
dies. It  is  tru^,  I  did  rodomontade  a  little^ 
and  mentioned  a  brother  that  I  never  liad, 
but  I  thought  there  was  no  occafion  to 
confefs  my  father  \vas  a  butcher,  though 
it  is  certain  that  was  his  profeflion;  but 
what  then,  I  need  not  have  been  ailiamed 
of  it,  for  I  have  been  told,  the  famous 
cardinal  Woolfton's  was  a  butcher's  fon/* 

Woolfey  was''  faid  Mr.  Manly,  and 
Lord  Cromwell's  a  blackfmith's." 

Aye,  fir,  I  thought  Oliver's  father 
had  been  a  gentleman;  but  that's  nothing 
to  the  purpofe;  I  took  poft-horfes  from 
Grantham,  and  on  my  arrival  in  town,  j 
quartered  myfeif  in  a  lodging  in  the 
politeft  part  of  it;  having  obtained  leave 
-of  my  colonel  to  be  abient  from  my  regi- 
ment three  months  longer,  I  refolved  to 
make  the  beft  ufe  of  that  time,  and  en- 
deavour to  make  fure  offome  lady  of  for- 
tune^ 
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tune,  imrtglnlng,  with  my  perfoa  and  ad- 
drefs^  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to 
sain  fuch  a  one.  For  fome  weeks  I  had 
a  fruitleis  fearch,  when  meeting  an  ac- 
quaintance at  the  tilt-yard  coffee  houfe, 
he  propofed  to  me  a  trip  to  the  affenibly 
at  Richmond-wells  the  Monday  following. 

J  much  approved  the  jaunt,  andfent 
to  my  taylor,  milliner^  and  peruke-ma- 
ker^ in  order  to  equip  myfelf  for  conqueil 
againft  the  day.  I  was  fo  fortunate  to 
dance  with  a  lady,  who  wasjuft  efcaped 
from  her  guardian^s  clutches,  and  feemed 
a  prize  worthy  my  purfuit;  I  therefore  deter- 
mined to  Ipare  no  cofl-  orpains,  inrendering 
myfelf  agreeable  to  her,  and  made  fuch 
a  progrefs  in  our  firft  interview^  as  to  ob- 
tain her  permiflion  to  vifit  her,  at  her 
houfe  in  town.  The  firft  time  I  waited 
on  her  there,  I  made  my  appearance  in^ 
rich  (uit  of  cloaths  fire  new,  and  a  blue 
wig,  which  I  perceived,  made  an  im- 
B  2  prefTiqa^ 
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preffion  upon  her  heart;  for  ihe  peimiued 
me  to^ailanther  to  ieveral  balls,  and  I 
conftantly  attended  her  to  all  routs;  and 
as  Ihe  was  paffionately  fond  of  cards,  ea- 
gaged  in  every  party  where  ihe  was  pre- 
fent-  though  1  have  nojadgment  in  play, 
and  betted  as  high  as  any  perfon  there. 

«  By  this  way  of  hfe,  Iran  fo  deeply 
in  debt,  that  my  creditors  began  to  threat- 
en me  witharrcfts,  which  would  mtalli- 
blyhave  ruined  my  fcheme,  and  being  as 
I  thought  cock-fure  of  her,  thougn  Ihe 
had  made  me  no  actual  promile,  I  (oU 
n^v  commiffion,  and  paid  my  debts.  One 
day  Ihe  laid  in  my  hearing,  nothmg  was 
fo  delightful  toher  as  a  pauy  o    p leafure 
upon  the  Thames,  and  lamented  that  (h6 
bad  not  had  an  opportamty  of  paffing  a 
dayfo  agreeably  that  fummer.    I  imme- 
Ltely  toV  the  hint,  and  propofed  to 

h.ran  excurfion  upon  the  water,  if  H  e 
not  think  the  feaion  too  far  advanced; 
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file  replied,  it  would  be  vaftly  plcafant, 
and  fhe  never  feared  cold^  when  fhe  was 
fet  upon  any  flivourite  dkerfion.  To 
oblige  her  widi  this^  1  befpoke  an  hand- 
Ibme  barge,  ordered  an  elegant  cold  coU 
lation^  an.d  engaged  feveral  eminent  hand^^ 
and  voices  to  regale  us  with  mulic;  then 
I  invited  a  few  fcleft  friends  of  hers  to  ac-^ 
company  her  oa  board,  and  wc  palicd  z 
joyous day. 

"  The  following  one  I  waited  upon  her 
ather  houfe,  with  a  firm  refolution  not- 
to  leave  her,  till  I  had  obtained  a  politive 
anfwer  to  my  fait,  and  permiliion  to  at- 
tend her  with  a  licence  and  parlbn;  hwt^ 
when  I  came  there^  her  fervarjts  told  me, 
ftie  was  in  bed,  miuch  indifpofed,  and 
they  could  not  difturb  her.  In  the  after- 
noon, I  went  again,  and  was  informed 
the  lady  was  fo  ill,  that  a  phyfician  had 
been  called  in,,  who  pronounced  herfevex^ 
to  be  very  dangerous;  in  ftiort, after  paffing 
B  3  more 
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more  than  a  week  in  anxiety  and  fufpenfe, 
Ihe  remaining  too  bad  to  admit  of  my 
vifils,  I  found  all  my  blooming  hopes 
blafted  by  her  death,  which  drove  ms 
ilhriod  to  diftraction.  I  had  expended  to  my 
i  itl  iumdred  in  this  fcheme,  and  how  to  re- 
trieve my  money!  knewnat,andmuft  con* 
fefslwas  more  than  once  tempted  to  take  the 
road;  but  the  dread  of  a  halter  deterredme. 

A  fe\v  days  after  my  lofs,  I  was 
wafhing  my  teeth  out  of  my  dining  room 
window,  when  I  obferved  a  well-drefled 
lady  going  into  her  chair,  from  a  houfe 
oppofite,  (he  cafl  her  eyes  towards  me, 
and  regarded  mefo  attentively,  and  with 
fuch  a  bewitching  tendernefs,  as  made 
me  conjefture  flie  was  ftruck  with  my 
figure;  poflefledwith  this  notion,  Iran 
down  Hairs,  and  purfued  the  chair,  which 
flopt  at  a  handfome  houfe  in  a  ftreet  neaK 
riie temple;  upon  quitting  the  chair  the 
lady  i^t. her  foot  awry,  antl  fell  down  upoa 

the 
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the  ftep  before  flie  kad  gained  the  entry;, 
perceivuig  this,  I  flew  to  her  affiftance^ 
fhe   accepted  my  hand  to  raife  her  up,, 
and  I  conduced  her  into  the  houfe,whea 
looking  around  her,  in  the  greateft  con- 
fuhon,  flie  afked  pardon  for  the  trouble 
fhe  liad  given  me,  protefting.  flie  would 
never  have  fuffered  it,  had  (he  not  mifla- 
ken  me  for  a  gendeman  of  her  acquaint- 
ance; to  this  fpeech  I  returned  a  gallant 
anfwer^  declaring,  I  thought  myfelf  ex- 
tremely fortunate,  to  be  in  the  way  of 
(Joing  the  leaft  fervice  to  a  lady  of  her 
beauty,  and  begged  to  know  if  ihe  found 
any  pain  from  the  accident.    She  replied^ 
Her  ancle  flie  feared  was  fprained,  and 
fhefhould  fend  for  a  furgeon  immediately. 

I  then  took  my  leave  of  her,  requeft-^ 
ing  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  her  in  the 
afternoon,   to  enquire    after  her  hurt; 
file  anfwered,  in  an  obliging  manner,  if 
B  4  my 
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my  bufinefs  called  me  that  way,  I  fhould 
be  welcome  to  a  difli  of  tea,  as  her  bro- 
ther was  to  be  with  her,  otherwife  flie 
never  admitted  the  vilits  of  a  ftranger.  I 
did  not  much  like  the  mention  of  a  b;0' 
ther,  thinking  he  might  prove  a  burr  ia 
my  way,  for  I  conjectured  fhe  was  fingle^ 
and  determined  u>  make  my  addrefles  to 

^*  Whea  I  quitted  her  lodgings,  I 
went  into  a  haberdafher's  fliop  juft  by, 
^id  purchafed  half  a  dozen  packs  of  cards, 
in  order  to  gain  feme  intelligence  con* 
cerning  her;  the  woman  in  the  ftiop  faid 
flie  knew  no  more  than  what  her  maid 
had  told  her,  which  was,  that  her  miftrefs 
v;as  the  widow  of  an  old  country  gentle- 
man, who  bad  married  her  for  love  twcf 
years  before,  and  dying,  left  her,  bcfides 
ajointureof  feven  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
ibme  thoufands  in  money,  but  the  heir 
;ulaw,difputed  part  of  hcrjointure  wuh  her, 

and 
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and  fhe  came  up  to  town  to  prove  her 
right,  and  took  lodgings  in  this  flreet, 
in  order  to  confalt  her  lawyer,  who  had 
given  her  to  underftand,  fhe  could  not 
be  molefted  by  the  pretenfions  of  the  heir, 
and  ftie  propofed  going  down  into  the 
country  very  foon,  being  tired  of  the 
town/  in  which  fhe  had  very  few  ac- 
quaintance. 

Upon  my  afking  this  woman,  if  fhe 
Jiad  obferved  any  gentleman  vifit  her? 
fh.e  anfwered;,  no,  and  flie  heard  her  maid 
fay,  fne  did  not  chufe  to  keep  company 
with  any  body  but  the  lawyer  and  her 
brother.  This  information  made  me  vain 
enough  to  imagine  the  widow  muft  be 
charmed  with  my  perfon.  or  flie  would 
not  have  given  me  leave  to  attend  her ; 
and  notwithilanding  all  the  trouble  and 
cxpence  I  had  been  at  in  my  amour  with 
Mifs  Aldrich,  that  was  tl^e  name  of  the 
B  A  lady 
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lady  that  died,  I  refolved  to  profecute 
this. 

I  returned  to  her  lod'girrgs  at  fix  m 
the  evening,  and  met  with  a  gracious  re- 
ception from  the  lady,  who  complained  of 
no  other  inconvenience  from  her  fprain-, 
than  being  obliged  to  keep  her  roon>, 
and  difappoint  her  brother,  who  expecfl- 
ed  Ihe  would  have  gone  with  him  into 
the  country  next  day.  This  gentleman 
who  was  prefent,  and  feemed  to  be  u 
man  of  importance,  faid  he  was  very  forry 
fhe  could  not  accompany  him,  for  her 
tenants  were  quite  impatient  to  have  their 
leafes  figned.. 

This  report  founded  very  pleafing 
to  my  ears,  and  i  was  wiihing  fome  ac- 
cident would  happen  to  remove  him  out 
of  the  room,  for  1  was  afraid  of  giving 
vent  to  my 'compliments  befor-ehim,  when 
a  fervant  entered,  and  informed  him,  that 

on 
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one  of  the  waiters  ncm  George^s,  de- 
firtd  toipeuk  with  him;  flept  out,  butr 
before  I  could  plvicJk  up  the  courage  to 
fjpeak,  letwned,  to  ait  my  pardon  for 
his  abfence,  which  he  faid  was  occafion- 
ed  by  a  Himmons  he  had  received  from 
Kit  lawyer,  but  he  hoped  lie  fhould  be 
able  to  difpatch  him  in  half  an  hour,  and 
to  find  me  with  his  fifter  at  his  return.;  I 
made  a  low  bow,  and  he  his  exit^  which 
afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  making  a 
profufion  of  foft  fpeeches  to  the  lady, 
that  I  had  been  ftudying,  tending  to  in- 
form her  of  the  power  her  charms  had 
over  my  heart,  that  had  been  infenfibie 
to  riiat  hour,  and  if  flie  left  townfo  fud- 
denly  as  fhe  propofed,  I  muft  inevitabljr^ 
follow  her,  or  die  upon,  the  fpot. 

*^  She  feemed  to  hearken  to  me  witE^. 
attention-,  and  after  I  had  exhaufted  my 
common  fet  of  phrafes  on  the  fubjed, 
anfwercd,    I  know,  fir,  it  is  ufual  for  our 
B  6  '  fcx 
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fex  to  fland  ppon  forms,  and  to  keep 
your's  in  fufpenfe  a  great  while,  and  that 
I  commit  a  trefpafs  on  decorum,  in  not 
treating  with  fcorn  the  fine  harangue  you. 
have  made;  but,  fir,  I  am  too  honeft  to 
deceive  you, by  pretending  an  indiffereace 
which  I  have  not;  and  will  frankly  con- 
fefs,  I  have  frequetitly  feen  you  from  a 
houfe  oppofite  to  your  lodgings,  and  have 
watched  every  opportunity  of  making 
an  acquaintance  with  you,  but  none  offer- 
ed till  this  morning;  it  would  be  prudent 
to  deny  that  the  fight  of  you  occafioned 
my  ftumble,  and  furniflied  me  with  a  pre- 
tence to  evade  my  brother's  prefling  in- 
treaties  of  leaving  town  :  had'you  not  been 
fo  gallant  to  have  followed  me,  I  had 
formed  a  fchem.e  to  have  acquainted  you 
with  my  fentiments  as  foon  as  he  \yas 
gone,  for  having  more  years  and  experi- 
ence than  myfelf,  he  pretends  to  rather 
too  much  authority  over  me,  and  expeds 
V)  be  tonfjlted  upon  every  occafion/' 

Here 
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Here  (he  was  interrupted  by  her 
maid,  who  faid  there  was  a  meffenger 
from  George's  below,  riiat  came  for  fome 
writings  that  her  brother  had  forgot; 
upon  which,  (he  ftept  into  a  clofet,  and 
teturned  with  a  parcel  of  parchments,, 
which  (he  delivered  to  the  maid,  faying. 
What  trouble  do  thefe  fort  of  affairs  in* 
Volve  one  in;  but  my  comfort  is^  this 
is  the  laft  I  ftiall  have  with  them.'* 

You  muft  think  I  was  in  raptures 
at  this  beginning,  and  fearing  to  be  led 
fuch  a  dance  as  I  was  with  the  former 
lady,  by  delays,  did  not  leave  her,  till  I 
gained  her  confent  to  be  mine,  the  day 
after  her  brother's  removal  j  fhe  earneftly 
intreatedme  to  conceal  ourdefign  from 
him,  till  it  fhould  be  too  late  for  his 
prevention,  and  told  me,  to  avoid  his  fuf- 
picion,  it  was  necelTary  for  me  to  decamp 
before  he  returned  from  the  coffee -houfe. 

In 
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In  obedience  to  her  commands,  after  ejc- 
torting  a  folemn  promife  from  her  to  be 
mine  on  the  Thurfday,  I  left  her;  ftie  pre- 
fented  me  with  a  pretty  ring  at  parting, 
and  I  took  the  meafure  of  her  finger 
in  order  to  procure  the  matrimonial 
pledge/^ 

Before  Mr.  Cannon  could  proceed  fur- 
ther in  his  iiory,  Mrs.  Jeffon  fent  to  invite 
the  gentlemen  to  tea;  accordingly,  they 
attended  the  ladies,  and  entered  into  a 
more  general  converfation,  till  they  re? 
lired  into  the  apartment  tliey  had  left, 
when  he  went  on  with  his  tale,  as  the 
reader  may  perceive,  if  he  chufes.to  perufc 
the  next  chapter. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Cannon's  Story  cantinued. 

TH  E  gentlemen  having  bid  adieu 
to  the  ladies,  were  very  importu- 
nate with  Cannon  to  acquaint  them  with 
what  followed  his  engagement  with  the 
widow ;  he  replied,  I  was  fo  delight- 
'  cd  with  this  extraordinary  turn  in  my  af- 
fairs, that  after  paffing  a  fleeplefs  night, 
I  went  early  in  the  morning  to  vifit  my 
dear  widov/,  and  was  admitted  to  break- 
faft  with  her ;  but  to  my  great  concern^ 
and  as  I  thought,!  could  perceive  to  her's, 
found  her  brother  with  her;  he  looked 
dogged  Ihy,  and  Ihe  tipping  me  a  wink, 
I  withdrew  ia  half  aa  hour;  as  I  was.  going 
down  flairs,  her  maid  flipt  a?  billet  into 
my  hand,  the  contents  of  which  informed 
me,  that  her  brother  was  to  fet  out  for  the 

country 
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country  as  foon  as  he  had  dined,  and 
requefting  my  company  in  the  evening. 
I  obeyed  her  ordtrs,  and  imagining  by  all 
her  behaviour,  (he  was  too  deeply  fmitten 
to  retract  her  promife^  I  thought  an  ap- 
pearance of  candour  could  not  leffen  me 
in  herefteem,  and  therefore,  frankly  told 
her,  that  though  I  had  kept  up  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  man  of  condition  fince  I 
had  been  in  town,  my  fortune  was  not  fo 
confiderable  as  flie  might  expe6t. 

She  looked  a  good  deal  difconcerted 
at  this  news,  and  after  a  longpaufe,  during 
which  I  was  upon  the  rack,  and  could 
*fiave  bit  my  tongue  off  with  vexation, 
fhe  replied,  indeed,  Mr.  Cannon,  I  had 
conceived  a  different  opinion  of  you  from 
the  report  of  your  landlord ;  but  to  prove 
I  have  no  mercenary  views,  what  you  haVc 
fo  generouHy  told  me  has  not  tn  the  leaft 
leffened  youin  my  opinion;  your  cOmmif- 
fion  intitles  you  to  the  refpeft  due  to  a 

gentleman, 
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gentleman,  and  my  friends  cannot  con- 
demn me  for  marrying  a  captain,  though 
he  (hould  have  no  other  fupport  than  his 
pay.  This  fpeech  put  me  into  fo  much 
confufion,  that!  wondered  fhe  did  not 
take  notice  of  it,  at  laft  I  recollected  my-* 
felf,  and  thought  to  confefs  I  had  parted 
from  that,  might  in  all  probability  deprive 
me  of  her  favour^  I  therefore  put  on  as 
gay  an  air  as  I  could  afllime,  and  faid, 
if  {he  was  fo  divinely  good,  as  to  take  a; 
foldier  of  fortune,  I  would  endeavour  to 
make  myfelf  worthy  of  her. 

Finding  (he  was  not  difpleafed  with 
my  propofal,  I  .prefled  her  to  marry  me 
immediately;  fhe,  with  a  charming  fmile, 
laid,  ftie  had  no  objection  againft  com- 
plying  with  my  requeft,  provided  the 
ceremony  might  be  privately  performed, 
Ipropofed  Keith's  chapel;  ftie  approved 
of  it,  and  the  next  day  we  were  married 
there ;  according  to  her  defire,  I  left  my 

own 
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own  lodgings,  and  removed  my  cloaths> 
&c.  to  her's,  where  I  remained  a  week  ia 
cog,  but  after  that  time  was  relapfcd, 
fhe  told  me,  (he  feared  complaifance  to 
her  had  made  me  neglect  my  acquaint- 
ance, and  begged  I  would  vifit  them  asulli- 
al.  I  made  fame  handfome  compliments  by 
wayofreply^  and  faid  her  company  was 
ipore  agreeable  to  me  than  any  in  the 
univerfe.  She  feemed  vaftly  pleafed 
with  this,  but  infifted  on  my  fhewing 
myfelf  at  the  places  I  ufed  to  frequent,  * 
leaft  I  (hould  draw  the  railery  of  the  town 
upon  me,  for  parting  from  my  liberty, 
which  (he  faid  I  fliould  foon  perceive 
flie  had  no  defign  to  deprive  n:e  of.  She 
repeated  this  fo  often,  that  I  thought  it 
ill-manners  to  contradiA  her  at  prefent, 
and  indeed  was  not  a  little  pleafed  with 
her  confentto  proclaim  my  good  fortune. 
I  therefore  threw  myfelf  in  the  way  of  as 
many  of  my  acquaintance  as  I  could  meet 
witli,  and  claim^ed  their  congratulations. 

•      ^  At 
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Atmy  return  from  this  excurfion, 
the  woman  where  we  lodged,  told  me^ 
my  wife  and  her  maid  had  left  her  houfe, 
telling  her,  that  I  would  defray  the  expen- 
ces  fhe  had  been  at,  which  flie  informed 
me,  amounted  to  near  forty  pounds*  This 
intelligence  flartlcd  me  exceflivelyj  I 
thought  my  wife  was  be^devird  to  t^ke 
fuch  a  freak  into  her  head,  and  had  not 
forty  fliillings  to  ^nfwerthis  demand. 

Whilft  I  was  puzzling  my  brain  to 
account  for  the  oddnefs  of  her  proceedings, 
it  came  into  my  head^  that  Ihe  had  re- 
ceived fome  affront  from  the  people  of 
the  houfe,  in  my  abfence,  and  did  not 
chufe,  as  I  was  a  military  gentleman,  to 
mention  it  to  me,  till  wc  had  left  the 
place,  for  fear  of  confequences  ;  I  w^as  the 
more  inclined  to  think  fo,  upon  going 
into  our  apartment,  out  of  which  I  found 
fUe  had  taken  my  fwords,  and  removed 
all  that  belonged  to  Aippofmg  there- 
fore» 
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fore,  flie  would  inform  me  in  -d  few  hoiirS;, 
where  fhe  chofe  I  ihould  wait  upon  her;  I 
told  the  woman,  I  fliould  nor  anfwer  her 
fauq^ demand  tilll  heard  from  Mrs.  Can- 
non,  If  you  wait  for  that/' returned- 
flie^  you  may  flay  till  doom's-day;  but 
1  can  tell  you,  I  am  not  to  be  fo  put  off,  I 
have  been  deceived  by  the  jade,  your 
wife,  as  you  call  her,  but  you  lhall  not  pafs 

This  language  raifed  my  indignation 
to  that  pitch,  that  it  was  lucky  for  her  my 
wife  had  removed  all  ofFenfive  weapons 
out  of  my  way.  A  fcolding-bout  enfued 
between  us,  in  which  flie  told  me  fuch  a 
ftory,  as  I  lhall  never  forget  to  my  dying 
day,  and  I  will  relate  it  in  her  own  words,, 
to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  firago. 

Here,"  fays  fhe,  is  a  fine  piece  of 
work,  truly !  I  have  lived  in  good  report 
hitherto  to  a  fine  "purpofc,  to  be  brought 

at 
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at  laft.to  harbour  rogues  and  [trumpets 
At  this  I  flopped  her,  to  tell  her  there  was 
law  againft  fcandalum  magnatum;  Law 
me  no  laws/'  anfwered  (Tie,  "  if  you  come 
to  that,  there  is  law  againft  -  ftrumpets;  I 
am  fure  I  never  had  luch  cattle  under  my 
roof  before;*'  And  here  flie  told  me  a 
ftory  about  this,  and  that,  and  t'other,  fay- 
ing, (he  was  a  widow  gentlewoman  of 
great  fortune,  or  fhe  (hould  never  fet  foot 
here,  I  can  tell  her;  and  to*  be  fure,  as  flie 
offered  me  double  the  price  I  ever  had  for 
my  lodgings,  I  might  well  think  flie  was  a 
virtuous  lady,  and  had  great  riches ;  more- 
over, fhe  pretended  ihe  was  defirous  of 
themtobenearhcrcounfellor;  flie  had  much 
need  of  a  counfellor,  indeed;  and  fo,be- 
caufe  I  liked  her  looks,  I  difappointed  a 
fober  gentlem^an  that  has  had 'em  for  years, 
and  was  forced  to  tell  a  fib  about  the  mat- 
ter, which  I  would  not  have  done  tor  the 
world,  if  I  had  not  thougiit  it  was  v/orth 

v/hile 
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while  to  oblige  her;  he  being  fo  defirou^ 
of  having  his  old  lodgings,  I  could  not 
have  refufed  him,  if  I  -had  not  faid  ihe  was 
a  niece  of  my  landlord's,  and  I  dared  net 
deny  her,  becaufe  (he  had  taken  a  fancy 
to  them;  but  to  fee  what  my  goodnature 
comes  to' — 'Tsvas  but  on  Monday  one  of 
my  neighbovTrs  came  to  tell  me,  flhe  won* 
dered  one  who  had  lived  in  good  name  and 
fame,  and  had  the  very  beft  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen  for  lodgers,  Ihould  undervalue 
myfelf  fo  as  to  harbour  a  woman  of  the 
town;  I  huffed  my  neighbour  for  having, 
ftich  a  thought;  and  juft  as  fhe  went  away, 
you  brought  madam  in  when  fhe  hurt  her 
foot;  I  faid  nothing  to  her  of  what  I  had 
lieard,  but  fhe  went  out  again  at  ten 
o'clock  that  night;  and  I  had  her  watched, 
and  where  fhould  {\^c  go  in,  but  at  a  wick- 
ed  houfe;  r.nd  I  fac  up  till  fhe  came  home 
about  four  in  the  morning,  when  flie  made 
fucx"!  an  appearance  as  I  fliall  never  forget 
while  I  have  breath  to  draw,  for  her  fine 

laced 
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faced  cap  was  torn  to  (hiversj  and  the 
lleeves  of  her  gown  half  off,  and  out  of  the 
gathers,  the  whole  of  ft  looked  as  if  it  had 
-been  dragged  through  the  Icennel ;  but  fhe 
told  me  it  was  only  ftained  by  a  bowl  of 
punch  that  a  lady  in  company  had  thrown 
at  her, 

'^^  When  I  told  her  of  the  lin  of  going 
tofuc^  a  houfe^  and  driving  fuch  a  trade, 
and  defired  h  er  to  p*iy  me  wiiat  fne  owed 
me,  and  march  off;  (he  fella  crying,  and 
begged  me  to  let  lier  ftav  one  week  longer, 
and  hold  my  tongue,  for  fhe  was  going  to 
be  married  to  a  gentleman,  who  muft  be 
obliged  to  pay  me,  faying,  it  would  be  to 
no  purpofe  to  confine  her  and  ruin  her 
match,  asfliehad  not  a  fix-penny  piece  in 
\he  world.  I  am  natura'ly  pitiful,  and  as 
{he  had  contrived  a  .vayformeto  be  paid, 
it  would  not  have  been  charitable  in  n*e  to 
have  expoied  her  for  wl^at  fhe  was." 

At  this,"  continued  Cannon,  ^^^loft 
all  patience,  and  fwore  pretty  heartily  at 

my  » 
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my  landlady  tor  v/liat  iTie  called  charity^ 
which  fo  exafperated  her,  elpecially  as  I 
yovved  I  would  not  pay  her  a  fliilling,  that 
Ihe  produced  a  conftable,  and^  in  fliort, 
not  being  able  to  get  bail^  I  was  commit- 
ted to  the  Fleet  Prifon,  where  I  was  very 
near  ftarving,  and  knew  not  what  to  apply 
to.  In  this  exijienccy  I  verily  believe  I 
Ihould  have  tucked  myfelt  up,  if  a  lucky 
thought  had  not  popped  into  my  Lead  of 
writing  to  this  noble  gentleman  j  (bowing 
to  the  colonel)  he,  I  thank  his  honour,  on 
receipt  of  my  letter,  came  to  my  affiftance, 
and  generoufly  laid  Cown  the  fum  that 
releafed  me,  I  wilh  I  may  be  able  to  repay 
him.'^ 

We  will  talk  of  that  another  time," 
anfwered  the  colonel,  but  at  prefent, 
now  you  are  at. liberty,  I  fliould  be  glad 
to  know  what  you  propofe  to  do  for  a  live- 
lihood; have  you  nocloaths,  by  the  faie  of 
which  you  might  raife  a  fmall  fum  V' 

^^Sir, 
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Sir,  I  had  as  many  as  cofl  me  above 
t\vo  hundred  pounds^  but  the  lady  I  mar- 
ried thought  proper  to  take  them  with  her  ; 
and  where  to  find  her,  I  know  not,  nei- 
ther do  I  think  it  prudent  to  make  any  en- 
quiry after  her,  for  fear  flic  fhould  be 
tempted^  asflie  afted  the  widow  with  fuch 
fuccefs^  to  adminilter  fome  potion  to  me 
that  might  give  her  a  lawful  title  to  that 
name,  and  a  penfion,  for  I  never  told  her  I 
had  fold  out," 

You  are  grown  Very  confiderate,'" 
faid  Manly,  "  but  from  her  leaving 
you  in  the  manner  flie  did,  I  fancy  fhe  had 
received  information  concerning  that  af- 
fair, and  found  there  was  nothing  more  ta 
be  expected  from  you,  after  plundering 
your  lodgings.  However,  enquiry  ough|i 
to  be  made  after  the  wretch. — But  what,  as 
the  colonel  fays,  do  you  propofe  to  do? 
What  employment  would  beft  fuit  your 
capacity?'* 

Vol.  IIL  C  "  Sir, 
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Sir,  I  can  follow  none  but  that  of  a 
gentleman." 

At  this,  Mr.  Manly  and  the  colonel 
fliewed  tokens  of  furprife  and  difpleafure; 
and  after  a  pan  fe  the  colon  el  faid, ' '  Look'ee , 
Cannon,  I  think  I  have  aded  the  part  of 
a  friend 'by  you,  and  no  doubt,  by  the  af- 
liftance  I  have  afforded  you,  I  (hall  incur 
the  cenfure  of  many,  who  are  acquainted 
with  your  imprudent  conducl,  and  have 
more  fenfible  heads  ihan  hearts;  yet  the 
motive  that  urged  me  to  ad  fo  is  of  fuch 
a  nature,  as  to  acquit  me  in  the  opinion 
of  all  perfons  of  goodnefs  and  humanity^ 
it  Is  entirely  at  your  own  option  to  return 
the  obligation^  by  a  conduct  more  confo- 
nant  to  religion  and  reafon,  than  that  you 
have  hitherto  purfued,  which  will  be 
deemed  by  me  an  ample  compenfatioa 
for  what  I  have  done ;  and  I  am  Hill  ready 
to  do  for  you,  provided  you  will  cad  off 
the  coxcomb,  and  exert  yourfelf  in  fome 

employ- 
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employment  more  fuitable  to  your  birth 
and  education,  than  that  which  your  ex- 
travagance has  thrown  you  out  of. 
to  the  title  of  gentleman,  you  cannot  be 
fo  void  of  underflanding,  as  to  pretend 
any  .claim  to  it,  any  more  than  to  the  - 
commiffion  you  have  difpofed  of,  and 
therefore  I  am  a  little  offended  at  hearing 
you  alTume  it." 

Your  honour  mlftakt^s  me,"  replied 
Cannon,  1  know  1  am  a  poor  low-llfed 
dog,  yet  as  I  have  fo  long  been  ufed  to 
the  title  of  gentleman,  you  cannot  wonder 
I  fhould  befo  loth  to  part  from  it;  what  I 
meant  was,  as  Ibme  of  my  acquaintance, 
who  now  trail  a  pike,  were  originally  the. 
valets  of  men  of  quality,  and  perhaps  no 
better  bora  than  myfelf,  I  might  ftill  pre- 
ferve  my  gentility  by  acquiruig  fuch  a  poll 
as  they  have  quitted;  it  would  he  fomc 
fatisfaftion  to  be  called  my  lord  fuch  a- 
one's  gentleman;  and  I  am  lure  I  am  a:;; 

C  wcU 
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well  qualified  to  difpofe  of  powder  and 
ball  at  a  toilet,  as  ever  I  wa?  in  a  campaign; 
indeed  I  am  a  connerfu'car  in  drefe,  having 
made  it  my  chief  ftudy;  and  therefore, 
fir,  if  3'oUj  or  that  noble  gentleman,  Mr. 
Manly,  would  do  me  the  honour  to  re* 
commend  me  to  fuch  a  poft,  I  would  en- 
deavour  to  difcharge  m^^  duty  In  the  fer- 
vice," 

'This  propofal  met  with  tlie  approbation 
of  both  the  gendemen,  and  they  promifed 
to  enquire  out  fuch  a  place  for  him.  In 
the  mean  time,  Mr.  Manly  engaged  to 
defray  the  expence  of  a  private  lodging 
for  him,  and  as  a  further  encouragement 
to  profecute  this  fcheme,  prefented  him 
with  five  guineas,  promihng  to  affift  him, 
as  long  as  he  defer\Td  his  protection. 

Cannon  returned  a  multitude  of  thanks 
to  his  benefaclors,  and  was  taken  by  Mr. 

Manly 
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Manly  into  his  coach^  and  fixed  in  a  lodg- 
ing till  he  could  meet  with  a  fuitable 
place  for  a  continuance. 
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A  Word  of  Neivs. 

M  ISS  Murrells  had  been  above  .a 
^  ^  A  Week  on  rive  footing  Mrs  Jelfon 
Thought  Ihc  deierved^  when  Mrs,  Hili 
brought  her  a  packet,  that  cainc  by  the 
Yorkpoft,  addrefled  to  her  at  the  milliner's^ 
r.pon  opening  it,  (lie  found  a  letter  from 
the  rector  of  the  parifh  in  which  her  old 
iiurfe  rcfided,  to  inform  her  of  the  death 
of  honed  Mafter  Adams,  and  that  his  wife 
fr.rvlved  him  but  a  few  weeks,  in  which 
time  flic  made  a  will,  and  appointed  this 
clergyman  her  executory  having  no  relation 
either  of  her  own  or  her  hufband's,  flie 
had  left  to  her  dear  child,  as  fhe  called 
Mifs  Murrells,  between  two  and  three 
hundred  pounds..    This  epiftle  farther  in- 
formed her^  that  jiiPc  before  Mrs.  Adams 
died,  Ihe  had  been  alarmed  by  a  vifit  Ihc 

rc- 
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received  from  a  gentleman,  that  (lie  fuf- 
pefted  was  employed  by  Lord  Courtall, 
to  fift  out  the  prefent  refidence  of  Mifs 
Murrells;  but  the  good  old  woman  re- 
fufed  to  give  any  account  of  her,  though 
he  offered  ten  guineas  to  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with  her  place  of  abode.  It  concluded 
with  many  hearty  wifhes  for  her  health 
and  welfare,  and  pious  exhortations  to  be 
upon  her  guard,  and  to  rejeft  the  allure- 
ments of  Lord  Courtall. 

Mifs  Murrells  could  not  perufe  this  ac- 
count with  dry  eyes,  and  although  Pno 
was  not  infenfible  of  the  favour  of  Provi- 
dence, which  had  in  a  manner,  fo  unex- 
pected, made  a  provifion  for  her  againft 
want,  (he  found  as  much  to  grieve  as  to 
rejoice  at  in  the  contents  the  lofs  of  her 
fofter-mother,  whom  (he  regarded  as  a  pa- 
rent, and  was  really  more  indebted  to  her, 
than  to  her  natural  parents,  gave  her  an 
C  4  uc^- 
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unfeigned  concern;  and  the  intimation 
that  fhe  was  flill  expofcd  to  the  machinati- 
ons of  that  detefted  lord,  very  much  ad- 
ded to  her  forrow.  She  communicated 
the  northern  intelligence  to  the  colonel 
and  his  lady,  who  after  congratulating 
heron  account  of  the  legacy  which  the 
former  infifted  upon  advancing  from  that 
day,  proceeded  to  adminifter  confolation, 
by  giving  her  the  ftrongeft  affurances 
of  friendlhip  and  proteftion.  So  good 
an  effedl  had  thefe  endearing  promifes, 
that  flie  acknowledged  her  greateft  con- 
cern  now  arofe  from  apprehenfions  of 
Lord  Courtall's putting  fome  vile  fcheme 
in  execution,  in  order  to  deprive  her  of 
their  proteftion.  Upon  this,  the  colonel 
advifed  her  to  receive  no  vifits  from  any* 
ftranger,  till  he  had  firft  feen  them;  and 
gave  orders  to  his  fervant,  rf  any  pcr- 
fons  inquired  for  Mifs  Murrells,  not  to 
^dmit  them  iAto  the  houfein  his  SLbfencc- 


The 
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The  reader  will  not  think  this  caution 
uiineceflary,  perhaps,  when  we  inform.^ 
him,  that  that  very  evening,  when  the 
€olonel  was  from  home,  a  gentleman  came:^ 
to  hishoufe,  and  demanded  to  be  intro- 
duced to  Mifs  Murrells.  The  fervant,  in*- 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  colonel, 
replied,  his  mafter  was  not  at  home,  and 
in*his  abfence  nobody  could  be  admitted 
to  fee  her.  The  ftranger,  not  fatisned 
with  this  anfwer,  infiffced  upon  feeing  her 
when  the  fellow  fearing  he  would  force 
his  way  in>  clapped  the  door  to,  and  bolted 
it,  then  ran  to  acquaint  his  lady  with  what 
he  had  done.  Mifs  Murreils  delired  a  dc- 
fcription  of  the-perfoa;  tfte  fellow  amVer- 
ed  he  was  a  tall  man j  but  as  he  held  % 
handkerchief  before  his  face,  he.  could, 
not  difcern  that;  but  his  glove  being  off, 
he  obferved  his  hand  wafsbound  up  with  a 
black  ribbon. 


Jt 
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Ii  is  an  obfervaticn  of  an  author  who 
law  as  far  into  human  nature  as  any  mor- 
tal ever  did,  that,  Trifles,  light  as  air, 
are  to  the  jealous,  confirmation,  flrong 
as  proofs  of  holy  writ.'*  Which  may,  1 
believe,  with  equal  propriety  be  applied 
\  to  fufpicion  of  all  kinds;  at  leaft  it  ap- 
pears fo  in  this  cafe  }  for  that  trifling  inci- 
dent of  the  ribbon,  was  as  flrong  a  con- 
firmation of  the  fufpicion  Mifs  Murrells 
had  entertained,  that  Mackfliane  had  laid 
feme  freCh  fcheme  againft  her  peace,  as 
The  fatal  handkerchief  was  to  the  jealoufy 
of  Othello.  However,  the  Moor  was  too 
late  undeceived,  but  as  to  this  lady,  who 
had  no  lefs  reafon  for  her  fjrmife,  the 
cafe  may  be  different.  Let  that  be  as  it 
will,'  we  mufl  at  prefent  leave  her  to  her 
reflexions,  and  take  a  trip  to  Hampftead* 


c  H  A  r. 
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CHAP-  IV. 
yujllce  Moody  izrrives  at  liampjlead. 

MR.  Manly  had  been  fo  engaged 
for  fome  time  about  an  affair  that 
more  immediately  concerned  himfelf, 
which  had  carried  him  fome  miles  out  of 
town,  that  he  had  ito  time  to  vifit  at  the 
colonel's  fince  the  day  in  which  he  met 
Cannon  ;  and  the  day  after  he  returned  to 
town,  receiving  an  invitaiton  from  Mr. 
Moody,  who  was  now  at  Hampftead^  he 
deferred  attending  the  colonel,  till  he 
had  paid  his  compliments  to  the  jnflice 
at  his  filler's. 

He  found  the  old  gentleman  indifpo« 
fed,  fitting  in  an  eafy  chair,  and  after 
the  ceremony  of  falutation  was  overafked^ 
.   the  caufe  of  his  diforder.  The  jufticere* 
plied,       Oh  Mr.  Manly!  I  fliall  never 
C  6  hav^ 
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have  no  opinion  of  London,  nor  of  na 
place  within  twenty  miles  on't." 

.  Why  fo?'*  faid  Manly..  Why 
you  (hall  hear,  if  I  have  not  reafon  for 
u'hat  I  fay^  We  got  here  yeflterday  by 
dinner,  for  I  fet  out  the  day  before-  to 
fpare  my  cattle,  the  off  mare  being  a  foal; 
folhad  been  crampt  up  fo  long  in  the 
chariot,  that  after  fmoaking  my  pipe 
between  fix  and  feven  o'clock^  I  went  to 
fetch  a  walk  towards-  London.  I  hap- 
pened on  a  man  who  was  v/alking  the 
fame  way,  and  we  entered  mto  difc-3urfe 
in  a  civil  manner  concerning  politics, 
which  I  thought  he  underftood  very  well, 
for  he  chimed  in  with  me,  till  we  were  got 
about  half  a  mile,  he  then  changed  the 
difcourfe  to  thieves,  and  afked  me  if  I 
want  afraid  of  being  robbed,  faying,  he 
could  not  but  ow^n  he  was,  fon  he  had  a 
charge  about  him;  nay,  faid  I,  I  had  no 
thought  of  any  fuch  thing,  but  fmce  you 

fay 
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fay  fo  much^  you  had  better  turn  back 
and  tarry  all  night  in  the  town;  indeed, 
I  have  not  a  deal  to  lofe,  but  I  (liould 
not  care  to  part  from  my  watch  and  a 
few  pounds,  that  I  have  in  my  purfe;  fa 
faid  I,  if  you  chufe  to  go  on,  you  may, 
for  my  part  Til  make  die  beil  of  my  way 
to  my  filler's,  fo  I  wiihed  him  a  good 
walk,  and  turned  about;  upon  tliis^  he 
elaps  fail  I:ioldof  my  collar,  and  pulling 
out  a  piilol,  fwore  he  would  blow  my 
brains  out,  if  1  did  not  deliver;  up  my 
purfe  and  my  watch* 

Juft  at  that  vtvf  moment, afore- 1  could 
get  them  out,  a  gentleman  and  his  man 
came  riding  by,  at  fight  of  them  I  Ihriek- 
ed  thieves,  whereupon  the  highwayman 
knocked  me  down,  and  took  to  l^is  heels-; 
the  gentleman  fent  his  man  after  him,  and 
came  and  helpt  me  up,  when  people 
coming  by,  he  told  them  the  cafe,  and 
they  carried  me  to  the  fiaik,  for  I  was  fo 

ftounded 
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flounded  with  my  fall,  I  could  not  help 
niyfelf;  when  I  come  to  underftand  where 
I  was,  I  thanked  the  flranger,  and  afked 
him  to  take  part  of  a  bottle  with  me,  but 
he  faid  he  could  only  flay  to  fee  me  fafe. 
1  thought  I  might  luve  done  him  fomc 
hurt,  for  as  he  was  getting  me  up,  I  fell 
upon  his  armj  but  he  told  me  he  was 
glad  he  come  in  my  way,  and  did  not 
matter  that.  The  people  at  the  flalk 
brought  me  to  filler's  in  a  coach,  and 
I  have  had  a  kind  of  a  fever  ever  fmce; 
jufl  nov/,  they  brought  me  a  gold  feal 
that  was  found  in  the  room  where  the 
ftranger  carried  me,  but  feeing  It  was 
hone  of  mine,  I  would  not  have  kept  it, 
if  fifter  had  not  thought  by  the  coat  of 
arms,  I  might  find  out  the  right  owner, 
which  flie  conceits  muft  be  the  gentleman 
that  took  care  ofme.'^ 

Very  likely,  but  no  doubt  he  will 
fend  to  inquire  after  you,  and  then  you 
may  learn  who  he  is.'' 

•'He 
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He  fent  this  very  morning,  but  my  fil- 
er being  gone  to  chapel,  theTool  of  a  maid 
never  thought  to  alk  his  name.''  Mr. 
Moody  made  fuch  complaints  of  pain  in 
his  bead  and  bones,  that  Mr.  Manly  ad- 
vifed  him  to  be  bled;  he  faid  he  was 
blooded^  as  foon  as  he  came  from  the 
/lafK. 

Mr,  Manly  then  recommended  a  phy- 
lician ;  but  he  repHed  No,  a  doctor  will 
coft  more  than  he's  worth;  however,  if 
you  knov/  any  honeft  pothecary,  that  will 
not  put  his  whole  fliopinto  my  guts,  I  will 
fend  for  him."  Mr.  Manly  thinking  this 
a  favourable  opportunity  for  the  intro- 
dudion  of  Mr.  Lee,  anfv/ered  If  you 
are  willing  to  truft  to  my  apothecary,  he 
fhall  be  fent  to."  The  juftice  confcnted, 
and  he  difpatched  a  fervant  of  his  to  fetch 
Mr.  Lee;  Mifs  Moody  was  apprized  of 
his  coming,  and  advifed  not  to  make 
iier  appearance^  till  her  father  and  lover 

had 
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iiad  had  a  conferrence,  left  it  fliould  be 
thoughL  a  concerted  fcheme  betweei^. 
them.. 

rvfr.  Lee  was  received  by  the  lady  of. 
the  houfe,  who  acquainted   him  with 
tRe  ftate  of  the  cafe,  and  what  patient  he- 
was  to  attend  j  then  condiifted  him  to  the 
chamber^  where  the  juftice  was  in  bed', 
Mr.  Manl-y  fining  by  him,    Mr.  Lee, 
though  under  fome  confufioH^  behaved, 
very  properly,  and  was-  ib  fuccefsful  ia. 
his  apphcations..  that  in  a  few  days,  dur- 
ing which  Mr.  Manly  ftaid  in  the  houfe,^ 
he  was  perfectly  recovered.    Being  greatly 
pleafed  with,  the  modefty  and  affiduity 
of  the  apothecary,  as  foon  as  he  was  well 
enough  to  hold  converfaticn  wich  him, 
he   demanded   his   name  r    Mr.  Manly, 
anfwered,        fuppofeit  ihould  be  Lee/' 
To  which  the  juftie  replied,      No,  no, 
j^ou  would  never  bring  that  fellow  to  me  3 
bcfides^.  I  know  he  woulcj  have  given  me. 

^Mother 
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another  guife  portion;  therefore,  young 
man,  I  defirc  to  know  what  I  mull  call 
ycu." 

My  name^fir,  is  Lee.'^ 

What  a  fhame!  cries  Moody/'  his  eyes 
fparkling  with  rage,  *^  are  you  therafcal 
that  pretended  to  court  my  daughter?** 

I  am  indeed,  fir,  the  man  who  would 
with  your  permiffion,  be  glad  to  devote  my 
life  to  the  fervice  of  that  amiable  young 
lady,  who  has  long  fince  fubdued  my 
heart/^ 

subdued  a  fiddle -flick,  I  wonder 
you  can  have  the  impudence  to  own  fuch 
a  thing  to  my  face ;  do  you  think,  you 
jackanapes,  I  am  fuch  an  old  fool,  as  ^ 
not  to  know  you  want  to  rob  me  of  my 
land— Get  out  of  my  fight  this  moment, 
and  blefs  yourfelf  you.xoroe  off  with  a. 

wholp. 
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whcle  {kin^  which  I  proLiiife  you  you 
fhould  nor,  if  I  had  but  one  of  my  crutch- 
es by  me,  and  the  highwaymen  had  not 
put  me  out  of  forts  j  but  now  I  fee  vvha 
fet  him  on,  'tis  like  you  purpofed  he 
fhould  murder  me  out  of  hand,  but  I'll 
have  the  ha  on  you  if  it  be  to  be  had; 
ril  fend  ail  over  London  but  I'll  find 
the  villain  that  knocked  me  down^  and 
ril  forgive  him  if  he'll  peach  you/' 

Sir  upon  my  knees  I  beg — 

Beg,  you  puppy  !  I  will  have  laa,^ 
anfwered  the  enraged  old  gentleman.  Mr. 
Manly  interpofed,  Let  me  beg  of  you, 
Mr.  Moody,  that  you  will  hear  what  I 
have  ttooffer/'^ 

*^  Offer  what  you  will;  T  wf^n't  take  it. 
No,  no,  no  bribery  or  corruption  for  mc! 
the  laa,  I  fay  (hall  take  ii's  couyfc;  Til 
jiave  him  to  hze/' 

I  wifli 


The    stage    COACH.  43 

I  wifh  flild  Manly,  your  unreafonable 
paflion  had  it's  courfe,  and  then,  fir, 
you  muft  be  fenfible,  the  language  you 
have  beftowed  upon  this  gentleman,  is 
neither  becoming  you  to  give,  or  him  to 
receive ;  and  though  the  great  refpe^t  he 
bears  to  the  father  of  Mils  Moody,  v/ill 
not  permit  him  to  refent  it,  I  mull  take 
the  liberty  to  call  it  unv/arrantable  and 
unjuft^' 

/' 

I  could  not  have  'thought^  Squire 
Manly,  after  all  the  kindnefs  you  pre- 
tended to  have  for  me,  you  would  go  and 
take  the  part  of  a  rakefhamely  fellow 
that  has  done  me  fach  an  injury,  as  to  be* 
witch  my  child^  for  I  make  no  quefti- 
on  that  he  has  given  her  love- portions, 
like  Cranfloun,  to  make  her  hate  me  and 
be  difobedient,  te'nt  handfome  in  fuch 
a  Cquire  as  you,  let  me  tell  you,  to  bring 
him  here;  if  you  were  not  a  parliament- 
man  I  Ihould  ij^eak  more  free,  but  feeing 

you 
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you  have  more  land  than  I,  I  fay  ^nva'nt 
handfome  to  encourage  undutifulnefs/' 

Mr,  Lee,  obferving  Mr.  Manly  was  a 
little  difpleafed  at  this  fpeech,  once  more 
addrefled  the  juftice:  I  am  extremely 
forry,  fir,  I  am  fo  unfortunate  as  to  have 
incurred  your  difpleafure.,  fmce  I  folemn- 
ly  protefl,  if  there  be  faith  in  man,  I  am 
not  only  innocent  of  all  the  bafe  intenti- 
ons, with  which  you  charge  me,  but  fliould 
defire  no  greater  earthly  happinefs,  than 
to  obtain  your  confent  to  my  propofals, 
and  to  contribute,  by  every  means  in  my 
power,  towards  your  eafe  and  fatisfadion; 
fo  far  from  having  any  mercenary  views,  I 
fiiould  defire  nothing  more  than  your  bleff- 
ing  with  your  deferving  daughter.  I  ap- 
peal  to  this  gentleman/'  turning  to  Mr, 
Manly,  if  thefe  were  not  my  fentlments, 
before  he  introduced  me  to  you ;  and  muft 
fo  far  clear  him  from  the  fufpicion  of  en- 
couraging difobedience,  as  to  alTure  you. 
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fir.  It  was  notj  till  he  was  well  convinced 
of  my  integrity,  as  to  what  I  have  aflert- 
e^l^  that  he  was  prex^ailed  with  to  become 
"  my  advocate;  neither  has  he  permitted  me 
to  have  any  intercourfe  with  the  young  la- 
dy, fince  he  was  acquainted  with  the  affair; 
nor  Willi,  during  life,  attempt  gaining  her 
upon  terms  inconliftent  wdth  her  duty  to 
you :  I  own  it  was  great  prefumption  in  me 
to  afpireat  a  blifs  fo  far  above  my  defert; 
but  then,  fuffer  me  to  fay,  if  fhe  was  to 
ftand  upon  her  merit,  I  know  not  that  man 
who  could  have  the  confidence  to  pretend 
to  her;  yet  fmce  fhe  had  the  humility  to 
-wave  that  in  my  favour,  and  condefcended 
to  own  a  regard  for  me,  I  flattered  myfelf 
with  the  hopes,  that  my  earned  endeavours 
to  oblige  you,  backed  with  the  pleadings 
of  fo  wife  and  worthy  a  gentleman  as  Mr. 
Manly,  would  one  time  or  other  have  in- 
duced you  to  honour  me  with  your  appro- 
bation: will  you  perm^ii  me,  fir,  to  lay 
the  (late  of  my  circumftances  before  you?" 
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Thejuftice  kept  frowning  during  tliis 
fpeech  ^  the  conclufion  of  which  requiring 
an  anfwer,  he  gave  it  in  the  following 
words:  No,  no,  I  don't  .want  to  know 
how  many  gallipots  and  drugs  you  have 
got,  not  I;  do  but  get  out  of  my  fight  and 
fend  in  your  bill,  dy'e  hear?  You  need 
not  bring  it  yourfelf,  for  I  am  refolved  you 
never  fhall  have  my  daughter,  and  fo  get 
you  gone.'* 

Mr.  Lee  vvas  about  -  to  withdraw,  with 
all  the  tokens  of  dejeclion  in  his  counte- 
nance, when  Mr.  Manly  flopped  him — 
Sir,'*  faid  he,  "  I  cannot  confent  to 
your  leaving  the  houfe  in  fuch  apparent 
concern.  You  have  met  with  rougher 
treatment  than  I  expefted  from  Mr.  Moo- 
dy, and  your  behaviour  upon  the  occafion 
hus  been  fuch,  as  to  raife  in  me  a  defire  to 
be  allied  to  fo  much  merit;  you  find  Mr. 
Moody  is  inflexibly  bent  tooppofeyouruni- 
pn wkh  his  daughter;  who  is  abfolutely  cie- 
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tcrmiaed  not  to  be  your's  without  his  con- 
fent;  to  what  purpofe,  therefore,  flioaid 
you  indulge  an  unavailing  pafiion 

What  do  you  mean,  dear  fir?'* 

I  mean  to  make  a  propofition  to  you, 
before  Mr.  Moody,  which  I  think  he  will 
approve.  I  have  a  niece  who  has  feen 
you,  and  is  perfectly  acquainted  with 
your  character.  She  is  the  daughter  of  a 
gentleman,  and  may  have  a  very  good 
fortune  from  him;  from  me  Hie  fliall  cer- 
tainly have  two  hundred  pounds  a  year 
upon  the  day  of  marriage,  provided  you 
can  approve  her;  and  I  here  declare,  be- 
fore Mr.  Moody,  I  will  at  my  death  give 
you  at  leaft  ten  thoufand,  provided  it  is  a 
match.  She  is  a  very  amiable  woman,  I 
allure  you ;  and  if  you  can  get  the  better 
of  your  prefentdifappointment,  I  will  en- 
gage ypu  will  be  accepted  by  my  niece.'* 
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It  would  be  difficult  to  defcribe  the  ado- 
nlfhment  that  appeared  in  the  countenances 
of  the  juftice  and  apothecary,  at  this  pro* 
pontian;  the  former  having  dafhed  his 
pipe  into  the  fire^  faid,  I  never  heard 
the  like;.  Why  don't  you  fpit  in  your 
hand  and  hold  faft  ?  you  will  never  have 
fuch  another  offer,  if  the  Yquire  don't  jcft/' 

Mr.  Lee,  addreffing  Mr.  Manly,  faid 
lam  fo  amazed,  fir,  at  what  you  here 
uttered  in  my  favour,  that  if  I  was  not  too 
well  acquainted  with  the  humanity  of  your 
difpofition,  to  imagine  you  would,  in  the 
prefent  diftrefled  fituation  of  my  mind, 
banter  me,  I  ihould  be  inclined  to  think 
you  were  not  in  earneft." 

I  am  in  earnefl,  I  affure  you;  but  if 
you  require  any  other  teftimony  than  my 
word.  I  appeal  to  the  miftrefs  of  this 
houfe,  who  is  intimately  acquainted  with 
my  niece,  and  has  heard  her,  more  than 

Ouce, 
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once,  exprefs  a  particular  regard  for  your 
characler  aad  perfon/' 

However  furprifing  your  kind  offer, 
fir,  appears  to  me,  I  am  too  well  acquaint 
ed  with  your  veracity  and  regard  to  my 
welfare,  to  require  any  evidence  than  your 
own;  yet,  defperate  as  my  hopes  are  to 
obtain  the  dear  creature  who  engrofles  mv 
heart,  I  muft  decline  the  honour  you  pro- 
pofe;  and  am  fully  determined,  fince  I  can- 
not tucceed  in  the  only  affair  of  this  na« 
ture,  diat  I  ever  engorged  in,  to  preferve 
the  conilancy  I  have  vowed  to  Mifs  Moo- 
dy, and  wilt  never  do  any  other  woman  lb 
much  injuftice,  as  to  folicither  hand  whilft 
my  heart  is  in  the  poffeffion  of  another  j 
and  I  cannot  help  faying,  your  entertaining 
fuch  a  thought  of  me,  is  an  aggravation 
of  my  prefent  concern.** 

«  Well,  Mr.  Lee,  we  will  talk  more 
of  this  matter  fome  other  time/* 

VoL^IlL  D  ^-Oh, 
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Oh,  never,  fir !  I  beg  you  would  never 
mention  it  more/'  anfwered  the  apotheca- 
ry, who  with  a  bow  tothe  juftice  left  the 
room  y  Mr.  Manly  attended  him  out,  and 
before  he  mounted  his  horfe,  defired  to 
Iiavc  a  private  conference  with  him^  which 
he  would  gladly  have  declined,  but  feared 
a  refufal  w^ould  favour  of  ingratitude,  the 
leaft  appearance  of  which  he  detefted,  and 
thereforeaccompanicd  him  into  a  parlour, 
where  Mifs  Moody's  aunt  was  fitting  alone, 
that  young  lady  being  always  fent  out  of 
the  way  at  the  approach  of  Mr.  Leu 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Converfation  between  the  Jujltce  and 
Lis  Sj/ler. 

WH  E  N  the  gentlemen  entered  the 
parlour,  the  lady  would  have  with- 
drawn, had  not  Mr.  Manly  inilfted  upon 
her  flaying,  and  before  her,  renewed  the 
propoi'al  he  had  made  in  the  other  room ; 
Ihe  joined  with  him,  in  reprefenting  the 
little  probability  there  was  of  ever  alter* 
ing  her  brother's  refolution,  or  of  her 
neice's  becoming  his,  fo  long  as  he  dif- 
approved  him*  She  then  harangued 
on  the  beauty  and  accomplifhments  of 
the  young  lady,  Mr.  Manly's  relatioa, 
and  tlie  advantages  that  would  accrue 
from  fuch  a  match;  but  without  making 
the  leaft  impreffion  upon  him,  who  thank- 
ed them  for  their  good  willies^  but  pro- 
D  ^  teiled. 
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tefted,  he  never  could  be  brought  ro 
think  of  any  other  woman,  but  his  dear 
Mifs  Moody.  Finding  him  fo  refolutc, 
ihey  acknowledged  fuch  an  unfhaken  con- 
flancy  deferved  to  be  rewarded  with  the 
attainment  of  his  wifhes ;  and  promifed,  if 
he  would  not  attempt  to  fee  Mifs  Moody, 
or  to  perfuade  her  to  a  breach  of  the 
promlfe  flie  had  made  her  father,  they 
would  iVdl  continue  to  be  his  advocates, 
and  make  ufe  of  every  argument  to  van- 
quiQi  the  obflinacy  of  the  old  gentleman. 

With  thefe  comfortable  afTurances,  he 
and  Mr.  Manly  fet  out  for  town,  and  the 
lady  went  to  her  brotlicr,  who  appeared 
very  much  out  of  humour  with  Mr.  Man- 
ly, and  not  a  little  difpleafed  with  the 
deference  he  paid  to  Mr.  Lee,  whom  he 
abufed  in  very  unbecoming  terms.  When 
he  had  given  vent  to  his  paffion,  his  fiiler 
faid  every  thing  in  his  defence  that  a  fen- 
fible  and  honeil  heart  could  diclate,  and 

acquainted 
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acquaiJted  the  juftlce  with  what  pafled  in 
ter  hearing,  adding,  If  you  could  be- 
&.0W  ever  fo  large  a  fortune  upon  my  niece 
he  more  than  deferves  itj  and^  pray  bro- 
ther^  if  you  refleft  coolly,  what  cbjefti- 
on  can  you  have  to  her  matching  with  a 
gentleman  of  his  charadler,  whofe  profef- 
fion  brings  him  in  a  larger  income  than 
your  eftate;  befides,  he  is  in  prefent  pof- 
feflion  of  5000  pounds,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility, will  have  much  more?" 

The  conclufion  of  this  fpeech  had 
fome  effed  upon  the  perfon  to  whom  it 
was  addreffed,  who  replied,  If  I  had 
chofe  him  myfelf,  I  fliould  not  mind  it 
if  he  was  not  worth  a  brafs  farden;  but 
here,  to  have  a  girl  go  of  her  own  head, 
and  fall  in  love  without  my  bidding  her, 
is  what  provokes  me :  befides,  bufinefs 
an't  like  land; — Folks  an't  always  fick  — 
Mayhap  w^e  may  have  very  healthy  tinier, 
except  indeed,  the  wickednefs  of  thej^ 
D  3  that 
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that  have  gone  and  made  an  acl  of  parli- 
ament to  change  the  fun  and  Moon^ 

fnould  bringdown  a  judgment  upon  the 
nation ;  then  indeed ^  we  may  expefl  fick- 
r^fs,  and  fire^  and  i words  V 

What  do  you  mean,  brother? 

You  know  my  meaning  well  enough, 
and  lb  does  old  England;  here  they  have 
fet  up  a  new  flile  that  nobody  knows 
how  to  get  over^  'tis  like  indeed  my 
Lord  Gregory  fhould  know  better  than 
King  Julian;  I  have  read  about  it,  fifler, 
and  I  know  we  are  in  a  wrong  box;  nay, 
did  not  the  Glaftenbiiry  thorn  tell  us  as 
much;  but  we  muft  be  forfjoth  wifer 
than  our  fucceflbrs  that  went  before  us.*** 

^^'This  alTiiir,  brother,  is  foreign  to  our 
purpole;  fo  if  you  pleafe  ,  wc  will  return 
to  the  fubiecl  we  were  w^on,  and  iince  we 
.cannot  akcr  thcllijc,  leave  it  as  it  flands.'* 

"  Well 
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Well  then,  1  lay,  fifter  Severn^  you 
are  niulaken  in  the  money  that  Lee  has^ 
got;  I  have  heard  Parfon  Doughty  fay 
over  and  over  ag^ain  that  he  had  but  1 50a 
pound." 

No  more  he  bad  at  that  tinie,  but 
his  father  is  fince  dead,  who  left  him 
more  than  double  that  fome,  and  it  is 
feared  his  elder  brother  is  far  gone  in  a. 
confumption,  that  no  one  knows  wliat  he 
may  be  worth  in  the  end*'*" 

Why  did  not  you  tell  me  this?  I 
knew  nothing  about  it,  not  I  ,-  mayhap^ 
if  I  hade  I  might  have  had  another 
thought/' 

No  matter  what  your  thoughts  arc- 
now,  lince  you  could  treat  him  as  you; 
have  done,  you  do  not  deferve  fuch  a  fori 
.  ki-law and  I  affure  you,  I  will  do  ali 
D  4^  that. 
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'Avdt  lies  in  my  power  to  forward  his 
Ui'dtdi  v/ith  Mr,  Manly's  niece. 

Left  any  of  my  readers  niould  call  the 
lady's  veracity  in  queftion  in  this  fpeech^ 
we  who  are  ef  her  privy-council  affirm^ 
hov/ever  ftrange  it  may  appear,  there 
^yas  nothing  fiae  more  delired  than  to  bring 
about  tliat  match,  and  to  punilh  her  bro- 
ther's obftinacy,  who  (he  perceived  be- 
gan to  incline  towards  Mr.  Lee. 

Why,  fifter!  you  women  arefo  Jiaf. 
ty ! — ^Why  (hould  you  defire  to  vex  my 
poor  girl  to  the  heart.'* 

In  complaifance  to  you,  you  could 
not  have  behaved  to  her  as  you  have 
done,  if. you  did  not  defign  to  make  her 
unhappy." 

I  a  defign  to  ma1ce  her  unhappy;  I 
wonder  you  an't  afraid  the  roof  fhould  fall 
C  4  upon 
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upon  you  for  telling  fuchja  known  lye;  yon 
know  I  only  defired  to  make  her  dutiful; 
flie  has  teized  every  vein  in  my  heart,  fo 
that  Iftiould  be  glad  to  be  rid  of  her;  I 
don^t  wan*t  her,  for  I  always  ordered  every 
thing  in  my  family,  I  never  trufted  her 
with  nothing,  not  I,  fo  £he  does  me  no 
good. 

That  is  yourown  fault ;  my  neice 
had  years  and  prudence  fufficient  to  en- 
able her  to  take  care  of  your  affairs  y  but 
I  hope,  brother,  you  are  not  fuch  a  Turk, 
as  to  imagine  you  have  a  right  to  enflave 
a  rational  creature,  becaufe  Providence 
has  given  you  fome  authority  over  her.'* 

Authority!  fare  fiie  is  my  own,  and 
I  may  do  what  I  pleafe  with  her  as  well 
as  with  my  goods  and  chattels;  but  I 
am  no  more  a  Turk,  fifter  Severn,  than 
yourfelf ;  no,  nor  a  Papifh,  nor  Prefby- 
tetian;  I  never  pretended  to  put  her  to 
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any  flavery,  though  I  had  the  power,  fhc* 
never  waflied  a  rag  iii  her  life,  or  turn- 
ed the  churn,  let  her  fay  if  flie  did.'* 

I  don't  imagine  you  cfid,  but  ait 
linreafonable  conftralnt  upon  the  mind^ 
and  inclinations,  is  a  flavery  more  hard  to- 
be  indured  than  what  you  have  mention* 

I  never  drained  her  mind,  nor  dint- 
ed her,  flie  had  always  as  much  vittels 
and  drink  as  {h6  defired,  I  never  denied 
her  nothing  that  fhe  alkcd  for.'* 

Ido  not  know  how  you  could,  for 
you  have  kept  her  always  too  much  in^ 
awe  of  you  to  make  any  requeft,  and 
confequently,  you  could  have  no  oppor- 
tunity to  refufe  her.  Yet  you  well  kne\r 
which  way  her  inclinations  tended.  And 
I  am  certain,  except  they  exactly  tallied 

with 
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w^Ith  your  humour,  you  never,  in  any- 
one inftance,  complied  with  them;  the- 
nearnefs  of  her  relation  to  me,  gives  me  a- 
right  to  expoftulate  with  you  on  the  ab- 
furdity  of  your  behaviour  to  the  mod  de- 
ferving  child  a  parent  was  ever  bleffed 
with.'* 

Have  you  done  fcolding:,  filler  Se^ 
vern  ?  becaufe  if  you  have^  I  have  ^  word 
to  fay.'* 

I  am^  ready  to  hear  yoa  brother/* 
Why  then  I  muft  tell  you,  you  have 
run  me  harder  than  ever  I  was  run  in  my 
Hfe;  I  would  not  have  fuffered  my  wife 
to  have  faidfo  much,  I  promifeyou,about 
the  girl;  but  you^are  in  your  own  houfe,. 
and  upon  your  ovva  foundation^  fo  yOx^ 
will  talk  as  you  like,  but  if  you  had  pa- 
tience, 1  would  have  tol4  you,  now  I 
hear  the  pothecary  has  got  fojnething,  and 
you  feem  fo  fet  upon  him^^  ta  oblige  you^ 
^  D  6  i£ 
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if  he  would  ftand  to  his  word,  and  take 
Rofe  with  nothing  at  prcfent,  he  fliould 
have  her  if  he  would.'' 

And  can  you  be  fo  ungenerous^  bro- 
ther, as  to  take  fuch  an  advantage  of  his 
pafiion  for  your  daughter,  when  you  can 
fowell  afford  to  give  her  a  fortune?  fuch 
a  procedure  as  his,  merits  a  more  fuitable 
return  ^  and  I  fliould  think,  if  he  can 
withftand  Mr.  Manly's  offer^  you  ought 
to  advance  fomething  anfwerable  to  his 
fortune/* 

Well,  well,  Fll  confider  of  it,  but 
1  muft  take  care  of  myfelf  you  know,  I 
am  but  65;  and  I  don\  fee  why  I  may 
not  live  twenty  or  thirty  year  longer;  I 
am  come  of  a  lon^  lived  generation;  my 
grandfather  was  upwards  of  ninety,  and 
if  my  father  had  not  been  taken  off  fud- 
dcnly  in  his  78th  year,  by  a  fever,  he. 
might  have  lived  as  long;  fothati  can't 

part 
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part  with  much,  for  fear  I  fhould  want 
it;  do  you  think  Mr.  Manly  is  in  ear- 
iieft  concerning  his  kinfwom^n?'' 

I  am  certain  he  is,  and  I  believe 
he  will  make  her  a  much  larger  fortune 
than  he  told  Mr.  Lee;  however,  if  the 
parties  are  not  agreeable  to  each  other^ 
notvvithftanding  he  is  fo  defirous  of  the 
match,  he  will  never  perfuade  him  or  her 
to  a<5t  contrary  to  their  inclinations/^  The 
juftice  and  his  fifter  carried  on  the  conver- 
fation  much  longer  upon  this  fubjedt; 
and  the  former  appeared  now,  as  defirous 
of  forming  an  alliance  with  the  apothe- 
cary, as  he  had  formerly  been  the  reverfe; 
and  was  quite  out  of  humour  with  the 
lady,  becaufe  fhe  fe.emed  inclined  to  pre- 
vent it.  Had  her  defign  been  to  have 
forwarded  her  neice's  match,  flie  could 
not  have  taken  a  more  effedual  method 
than  to  fnovv  the  juftice  (he  was  indiffe- 
rent 
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rent  about  the  matter;  but  (he  went  fur- 
ther, and  told  him,  his  confent  now  would 
be  deemed  no  obligation  to  her,  fince  he 
Ihewed  fuch  a  difrefpeft  to  Mr.  Lee,  who 
was  herfriend,  and  deferving  of  the  lady 
Mr.  Manly  defigned  for  him,  and  (he 
hoped,  by  converfing  with  Mifs  Moody, 
to  bring  her  to  be  of  the  fame  fentiment/^ 

Aye,  but  one  comfort  is,  Rofe  wilt 
never  think  as  you  do  now,  without  it  be 
in  contradiftion  to  me,  and  I  defire  you 
would  not  go  and  put  none  of  your  new 
fangled  whims  into  her  head,  to  fet  her 
againft  him  now  I  am  willing/'  Mifs 
Moody's  return,  with  the  lady  ai  whofe 
houfe  file  had  paffed  the  time  that  Mr. 
Lee  was  at  her  aunt's,  {topped  the  juf- 
tice*s  harangue,  and  he  behaved  to  his 
daughter  the  enfoing  evening,  with  as 
much  good  Jiaturcjs  he  was  capable  of- 
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Mr.  Manly  meets  the  Ladies  wBofe 
Jlory  he  bad  related. 

1^  HE  reader  may  by  this  time,  be 


1  glad  to  return  to  town;  we  will 
therefore  defire  him  to  accompany  us  to 
Colonel  Jeflbn's,  v/here  we  fhall  be  fure 
tofindMifs  Murrells^  as  her  apprehenfions 
Muckftiane  h^d  prevented  her  from  ftir- 
ring  out  of  the  houfe,  ever  fince  the  report- 
of  the  man  with  the  bandage  on  his  wrift* 
Here  Mr.  Manly  attended  her,  to  give  her 
an  account  of  the  tranfactions  at  Hamp- 
flead,  and  found  her  in  company  with 
Mrs.  Jeffon  and  two  other  ladies,  her  viff- 
tants;  one  of  them  he  thought  he  had 
feen  before,  but  could  not  recoiled:  in 
what  place,  till  the  lady  of  the  houfe^ 
calling  her  p^ame  Auger,  congratulated 


her 
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her  on  an  acceflion  of' fortune.  Upon 
this,  he  alked  her  if  he  had  not  feen  her 
once  at  the  good  vicar's  where  he  was 
confined  by  illnefs?  befrg  anfwered  in 
the  affirmative,  he  inquired  after  Mrs. 
Goldfon,  and  was  informc  i  the  other 
llranger  was  that  very  iadye 

After  fonie  civilities  between  them,  'he 
perceived  by  the  converfation  thatpaffed, 
that  Mrs.  Goldfon's  journey  to  town,  was 
occafioned  by  a  legacy  that  was  left  her  by 
a  relation  of  her  mother's  who  died  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  and  which  was  to  be 
.tranfmitted  to  her  by  an  oH  gentleman 
that  was  juft  arrived  from  Jamaica.  Be- 
ing unacquainted  with  the  proper  method 
of  tranfaftingfuch  affairs,  fhe  had  applied 
to  the  colonel,  who  was  well  verfed  in 
the  law,  for  his  opinion,  which  he  readi- 
ly gave  her,  and  faid,  if  fhe  approved  it, 
he  would  appoint  a  meeting  between 
ker  and  the  gentleman,  at  his  houfe^ 

any 
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any  day  Ihe  Ihould  fix  upon.  This  af- 
fair being  fettled^  the.  two  ladies  returned 
to  their  lodgings,  and  the  converlation 
turned  upon  their  hiftory,  which  as  we 
have  related  before,  we  do-  not^  think  ic 
neceflary  to  repeat. 

Mrs.  Jeflbn  being  afked  by  Mr.  Man- 
ly hov/  long  Ihe  had  been  acquainted 
with  them?  replied,  From  my  child- 
hood; Mifs  Auger's  father  and  mine 
were  neighbours,  when  he  lived  in 
town^  and  there  was  a  great  intimacy  be- 
tween our  families  j  when  (he  went  to  re- 
fide  with  her  aunt,  I  pafled  fometimc 
with  her  there,  and  from  thence  commen- 
ced my  acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Goldfon. 
The  wretch  her  brother  dying  fix  months 
ago  inteftate,  his  whole  fortune  devolved 
to  her,  which  occafioned  my  congratu- 
lations.^^ 

After  fome  further  difcourfc  concern- 
ing them,  the  colonel  informed  Mr.  Man-^ 


66        The    STAGE  COACH. 

ly,  that  he  had  fixed  Cannon  in  a  noblc- 
.man's  fervice.  And  Mils  Munells  ae- 
quainied  him  witii  the  intelligence  fh& 
had  received  from  the  north,  and  the 
alarm  given  by  an  enquiry  made  after 
her  a  few  days  before.  He  told  her  he 
was  not  furprized  at  her  apprehenfions, 
but  could  not  think  Lord  Courtall  would 
at  that  time  dare  to  proceed  in  fb  open  a 
manner,  being  credibly  informed,  there 
was  a  treaty  of  marriage  on  foot  between 
him  and  Lady  Fanny  Snarler,  which  the 
report  of  fuch  an  affair  muft  inevitably 
put  an  end  to ;  and  his  lordfhip's  fortune 
was  at  fo  low  an  ebb,  that  it  was  impro- 
bable he  flaould  run  the  hazard  of  for- 
feiting fo  confiderable  an  one  as  her's  byi 
fuch  a  flep :  however,  as  it  was  impoffible 
for  a  rational  being  to  account  for  the 
actions  of  thofe  whofe  vices  had  ufurpedt 
the  power  of  reafon,  he  could  not  but  ap- 
plaud her  caution^ 

Upoi^ 


The    stage   COACH.  C^ 

Upon  leaving  this  family,  he  called  ia 
at  a  bookfeller's,  where  he  met  with  Mr* 
DoQghty.  The  gentleman  having  greeted, 
Mr.  Manly  informed  the  clergym^an  of  the 
accident  that  befell  JutVice  Moody  fince 
he  left  the  country.  In  the  coiirfe  of  this  re- 
deal,  mentioning  the  feal  thatwas  found  at 
theFlafk,  Mr.  Doughty  faid,  heknew  by 
that  incident  the  gentleman  to  whom  the 
juftice  was  obliged ;  adding,  if  you  wili 
iavour  me  with  your  company  to-morrow^ 
eveningat  my  lodgings,  I  will  introduce 
him  to  you,  Mn  Manly  accepted  the 
invitation,  but  the  Ihop  filling,  they 
thought  proper  to  break  off  their  confer- 
rence;  and  he  proceeded  to  his  houfe^ 
where  he  found  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Hill,, 
requeuing  the  favour  of  his  company, 
in  order  to  confulc  with  him  upon  an  af- 
fair of  fome  importance;  but  as  we 
think  this  bufinefs  is  rather  too  prolix  to 
be  tranfacled  in  this  chapter,  we  muft  re- 
fer the  reader  to  the  next  for  an  account 
of  it, 

CHAP. 
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^fn  Accowit  of  the  Bijinefs  upon  wMcb 
Mr.  Manly  was fummoned. 

MR,  Manly,  who  delighted  in  nothing 
more  than  contributing  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  fellow- creatures^  was  always 
ready  with  his  purfe  and  advice,  to  afllft 
any  perfon  of  merit,  who  fought  to  him 
for  redrefs  of  any  grievance  in  his  power 
to  remove;  neither  did  his  benevolence 
want  to  be  called  upon,  fince  he  frequently 
afforded  relief  unfolicited;  and  notwith- 
^landing  his  rank  and  fortune,  condcfcend* 
ed  to  behave  to  his  inferiors  according  to 
what  is  called  tlie  golden,  but  might  with 
equal  propriety  be  ftiled,  the  Chriflian  mle, 
to  which  he  foftridly  adhered,  as  to  think 
himfelf  as  much  obliged  to  attend  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  decayed  old  gentlewoman, 

wha 
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who  earned  her  bread  behind  a  counter^  as 
any  man  of  profeffed  gallantry  could  to 
obey  the  aflignation  of  a  friend's  wife  or 
daughter;  or  a  gentleman  of  nominal  ho- 
nour to  accept  an  invitation  given  in  po- 
lite terms,  to  enter  upon  a  fad  eternity 
through  a  fluice  of  blood. 

In  fliort,  no  challenge  was  ever  more 
readily  returned  by  a  perfonal  appearance, 
than  Mrs.  Hill's  requeft;  we  muft,  there- 
fore, wait  upon  Mr.  Manly  to  her  houfe; 
which  lie  no  fooner  entered  than  he  de- 
manded the  occafion  upon  which  he  was 
fummoned ;  iTie  replied,  her  daughter 
Peggy  had  an  offer  of  marriage,  from  a 
gentleman,  with  whom  he  had  fome  ac- 
quaintance,and  fhefliouldbe  muchobUged 
to  him  for  his  fentiments  upon  the  affair: 
Ihe  faid  he  introduced  himfelf  to  her  by  a 
prefent  he  brought  her  from  her  brother, 
that  his  name  was  Hardy,  and  by  his  ac- 
count he  had  a  jpretty  fortune;  that  his  fa- 
ther, 
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ther,  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mr. 
Moody^  at  whofe  houfe  he  told  her  he  had 
met  Mr.  Manly,  induced  her  to  take  the 
liberty  of  requefting  his  company,  in  or- 
der to  gain  further  intelligence  concerning 
him;  to  this  Mr.  Manly  anfwered,  From 
the  fliort  acquaintance  I  have  had  with 
Mr.  Hardy,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  I  fliould 
be  able  to  pronounce  pofitively  as  to  his 
charafter;  but  I  am  well  affured  he  has 
not  deceived  you  in  the  account  of  hisfor- 
Ib-ine,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  if  Mifs 
Hill,  approves  him,  I  do  not  know  where 
fte  can  do  better.'^ 

.At  the  conclufion  of  this  fpeech,  the 
dc/or  opened,  and  the  failor  appeared, 
who,  the  moment  he  difcerned  Mr.  Man- 
ly, faid,  Mefs!  I  can  never  go  a  court- 
ing, but  I  am  fure  to  fall  in  with  you;  but, 
liowfever,  I  hope  yoti  an^t  bound  for  the 
fame  land,  for  though  I  was  willing  to 
yield  up  a  galley  that  was  richer  laden,  I 

defirc 
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<3cfire  you  will  keep  clear  of  the  charming 
Peggy^  fince,  d'ye  fee^  flie  is  the  prize  I 
am  in  chafe  of;  and  I  won't  be  put  back  by 
father,  feeing  I  am  my  own  m after.'' 

Mr.  Manly  having  afflireci  him  he  fhould 
be  no  obftacle  to  his  proceedings,  entered 
into  adifcourfe  with  him  upon  the  fubject 
of  matrimony,  and  after  beftowing  fome 
deferved  encomiums  upon  the  objeft  of  his 
afFedions,  alked  him  if  his  father  was  ac- 
quainted with  his  intentions;  heanfwercd. 

Yes,  yes,  he  knows  what  I  am  about, 
for  though  he  made  a  hurricane  yonder, 
v^'hen  I  fheer'd  off  from  the  young  woman 
as  he  made  up  to  for  me,  an  putten  me 
in  a  paffion,  y^t  he  fhan't  have  it  to 
fay  that  I  go  upon  a  fecret  expedition,  fo 
I  fent  'en  a  packet  to  let  'en  know  which 
way  I  was  fteering.  Mayhap,  he  won't 
like  on't,  becaufe  Peggy  han't  got  fo  many 
yellow  boys  as  t'other  young  woman;  but 
feeing  I  have  got  enough,  and  don't  need 

to 
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to  go  to  'en  for  more,  I  fee  no  reafon  why 
I  (hould  not  do  as  I  think  fitting:  the 
young  woman  as  I  have  fet  my  mind  on, 
is  a  jolly  handfome  young  woman,  and  I 
like  her,  and  (lie  likes  me,  fo  that,  d*ye 
fee,  'tis  a  folly  for  him  to  Rand  againft  the 
wind.  I  can't  pretend  to  fay  my  face  is  fo 
well  to  look  at  as  fome  of  your  landfmen 
are,  but  then 'tis  weather-proof,  and  won't 
change  no  more  than  my  heart,  which  is 
as  found  as  a  roach,  and  what  I  want  in 
beauty  Til  make  up  in  honefty;  for  anlhe 
once  has  me,  I'll  be  as  conftant  as  the 
needle  to  the  pole.  She  (hall  live  as  hand- 
fome  as  any  captain's  wife  in  the  company, 
though  I  am  but  a  mate  ;  I  have  where- 
withal to  maintain  her  on  fliore,  and  don't 
mean  to  fet  fail  again,  unlefs  (he  ihould 
crofs  me;  and  as  to  father,  as  I  faid  afore, 
he  has  nothing  to  do  with  me;  befides,  fhe 
is  as  good  as  I,  and  her  brother  lives  hke 
a  king^  with  his  flvives  and  blackamoors, 

•  and 
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and  is  as  hearty  and  honeik  a  lad  as  any  la 
the  factory/' 

Mr.  Manly,  finding  nothing  to  difap- 
prove  in  Tim's  propohtion,  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  if  the  old  gentleman  had  no  other 
objedion  againft  Mifs  Hill,  but  the  ften- 
dcrnefs  of  her  fortune,  and  the  young 
folks  thought  they  could  be  happy  with 
each  other,  her  mother  had  no  reafon  to 
withold  her  confent.  Tim  thanked  him 
for  fpeaking  a  good  word  for  him,  and 
prefented  him  with  a  tobacco  ftopper, 
made  of  the  leg  of  an  Indian  deer,  which 
was  accepted  wkh  the  fame  good  will  with 
which  it  was  offered.  In  return,  Mr.  Man- 
ly defired  he  might  prefent  Mifs  Peggy  to 
him  at  the  altar. 

This  matter  being  adjufted  to  the  fati^* 
fadion  of  all  parties,  Mrs.  Hill  told  Mn 
Manly,  Ihe  was  a  good  deal  concerned  at 
Tome  words  that  paffed  in  her  (hop,  be- 

Vol.  IIL  E  tween 
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tween  two  gentlemen  fometime  ago;  but, 
which  (he  never  heard  of 'till  lately.  I 
was  not  at  home,  continued  (lie,  and  my 
daughter  was  engaged  with  a  lady  above 
flairs,  fo  there  were  only  two  of  my  young 
women  in  the  wa}\  They  tell  me  one  of 
thefe  gentlemen  came  in  and  alked  for 
gloves,  and  before  he  was  fitted,  the  other 
entered  and  defired  to  look  at  DreCden 
ruffles;  this  laft  demanded  of  the  girl  that 
ferved  him,  if  Mifs  Murrells  did  not 
live  there  ?  She,  having  a  caution  from 
me,  never  to  return  a  fatisfaftory  anfwer 
to  fuch  a  queftion,  refufed  to  give  him 
^ny  information  concerning  her,  though 
he  ufed  many  entreaties,;  which  the  per- 
fon  who  was  chufing  the  gloves  over-hear- 
ing,  faid,  with  an  oath,  You  are  quite 
right,  my  dear,  not  to  own  any  ac- 
quaintance with  Bell  Murrells  for  rep's 
fake/' 
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*•  Why  fo  ?"  returned  the  other,  Does 
hcif  condud  deicrve  iuch  a  cenfure?" 

"  You  carv  know  but  little  of  her,"  re- 
plied the  firft  comer,  "  to  put  fuch  a  quef- 
tion:  but  though  the  old  fellow  has  kept 
her  fo  privately,  we  may  foon  expecl;  to 
have  her  upon  the  town."    Fanny  faid,  ac 
this  fpeech,  fhewas  very  near  tranfgreflino- 
my  orders,  by  acquainting  them  with  the 
place  of  her  refidence,  and  defending 
her  reputation.    But  it  coming  into  her 
head  that  riiis  might  be  contrived  between 
the'gentlemen,  as  a  fift  to  findherout,  pre- 
vented her  from  replying.  The  moment 
they  quilted  the  ftop,  flie  ordered  a  por- 
ter who  plies  here-abouts,  to  doggthem 
He  returned  and  told  her,  he  faw  them 
both  go  in  at  the  Bedford  Head  together 
which  feems  to  be  a  confirmation  of  her 
fufpicion.    This  affair  was  a  fecret  to  me 
nil  yefterday  a  ftop  of  coaches  happened 
before  my  fhop,  when  I  obferved  a  whif- 
^  *  pering 
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penng  between  the  girls,  whofe  eyes 
were  direcled  to  a  chariot  in  which  fat  a 
gentleman,  that  frequently  caft  his  this 
way,  and  appeared  fo  very  particular  in 
his  glances,  that  I  conluded  he  was  one 
of  thofe  gallant  youths,  who  take  every 
opportunity  of  ogling,  and  faying  fbfr 
things,  in  order  to  gain  ihe  hearts  of  poor 
girls,  their  inferiors,  with  no  other  view 
than  to  divert  themfelves  at  the  expence 
of  their  reputation.  Such  being  my  opi- 
nion of  his  behaviour,  I  infifted  upon 
their  informing  me,  what  acquaintance 
they  had  v;iththe  gentleman  in  that  chari- 
ot,  and  the  occafion  of  their  clofe  wkif- 
pers?  Upon  which,  they  told  me  what 
I  have  related  to  you  concerning  the  en- 
quiry made  after  Mifs  Murrells,  and 
that  the  perfon  in  the  chariot  was  one  of 
thofe  gentlemen.  I  know  not  how  to 
tell  her  a  ftory  that  conveys  fuch  a  fliock- 
ing  infmuation,  and  whicli  nothing  but 

the 
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the  mod  inveterate  malice  could  Invent, 
yet  I  think  fhe  ought  to  be  upon  her 
guard/' 

I  am  extremely  Concerned/' anfwer- 
ed  Mr,  Manly,  "  at  this  affair;  which  I 
make  no  doubt  was  a  fcheme  concerted 
between  that  unworthy  nobleman  and  his 
vicious  agents,  to  afperfe  virtue^  that  was 
not  to  be  fubdued  by  all  his  artifices.  If 
fhe  was  not  already  extremely  cautious  of 
avoiding  all  places,  where  there  is  any 
probability  of  meeting  with  thofe  wretches, 
I  fhould  take  fome  opportunity  of  hinting 
it  to  her,  but  as  fhe  is,  I  think  it  would 
be  unkind  to  interrupt  her  eafe,  by  fuch 
a  difagreeable  information/*  Mr.  Manly 
being  obliged  to  return  to  Hampftead, 
bad  farewell  to  Mrs.  Hill,  and  fat  out 
for  tha-t  place. 


E.3 
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C  H  A  VIII. 

Sentimejits  of  Ju/lice  Moody* 

UPON  Mr.  Manly's arrival  at  Hamp- 
(lead,  he  was  made  acquainted  by 
the  juftice's  fifler,  with  the  aheratlou  llie 
perceived  in  the  old  gentleman's  fenti- 
xnents,  with  regard  to  the  apothecary,  and 
defired  by  her  to  refume  the  topic  that 
evening.  Before  he  entered  into  conver- 
fationwith  the  juftice,  he  privately  in- 
formed Mifs  Moody  of  all  that  had  paf- 
fed  in  the  interview  between  her  lover 
and  father;  and  affuredher,  though  he 
was  really  in  earneft  in  the  propofal  he 
made  to  Mr.  Lee  concerning  his  niece^ 
as  he  had  given  her  fo  deferved  a  prefer- 
ence to  a  woman  of  that  fortune,  and  had 
fliewn  fuch  a  fmcere  and  difincerefled 
attachment  to  .  her,  he   would  continue 
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to  enforce  his  fult  to  her  father ;  and  if  ihe 
would  be  content  to  truft  to  his  manage- 
ment in  the  affair,  he  was  in  hopes  ta 
fettle  it  according  to  her  defire;  (he  with 
great  modefty  returned  himtlianks^  and 
promifed  to  be  guided  by  him. 

As  the  juflice  never  mentioned  Lee 
before  his  daughter,  Mr.  Manly  waited 
till  Ihe  retired  after  fupper,  before  he 
chofe  to  do  it.  Whilft  he  was  debating 
with  himfelf  how  he  fhould  introduce 
the  fubjeft,  the  juftice  taking  his  pipe 
from  his  mouth,  and  difcharging  with  great 
deliberation  the  fmoak,  he  had  been  for 
fome  time  collecting,  entered  upon  it  firft 
by  faying  to  him,  I  wilh  I  had  not; 
forbid  Lee  to  bring  his  bill,  for  now  I 
could  have  talked  with  him;  if  I  had 
known  the  whofebud  had  got  fo  mudi 
money,  I  ihould  not  have  been  fo  much 
agaiuflliims  but  I  was  always  afraid  of 
E  4  Londoa 
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London  cheats;  pray  do  you  know  ho\? 
his  brother  does 

Not  likely  to  live,  returned  Manly 

Indeed!  'tis  much  hefhould  not  tell 
jiow  matters  were ;  he  could  not  be  fuch 
a  fool  as  to  fufpeft  I  would  part  from  Rofe 
to  one  that  had  not  wherewithal!  to  main- 
tain her  like  a  gentlewoman/'  If  I  miC-. 
take  nor,  he  offered  to  lay  the  ftate  of  his 
affairs  before  you,  hut  you — 

Here  the  old  gentleman  interrupted 
Jiim,         Now  I  remember  me,  he 
did,  but  I  was  not  well  enough  to  hold 
difcourfe  with  him  then^  when  will  he  be 
here  again?'* 

As  you  made  fuch  a  pofitlve  decla- 
tation  in  his  disfavour,  he  will  hardly 
^iveyou  the  compundtion  of  a  fecond 
interview  upon  that  occafion.'* 

Why! 
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Why !  I  tell  you  I  have  a  mind  to 
fee  him!  he  won't  give  me  no  complexi- 
on: when  he  was  here,  I  did  not  know 
the  right  of  matters,  but  now  fince  you 
defire  it,  and  lifter  Severn  defires  it,  may- 
hap, I  might  agree  to  give  up  the  girj, 
with  an  hundred  a  year,  to  qualify  him, 
if  he  would  fettle  all  he  is  worth  upon 
her/'  Upon  this  Mr.  Manly  told  him, 
if  he  really  meant  what  he  faid,  he  be- 
lieved Mr.  Lee  would  be  eafily  recalled, 
but  at  prefent  he  was  gone  into  the  conn* 
try  to  vifit  bis  brother,  with  a  heavy 
heart. 

What  need  Wis  brother's  licknefs 
difturbhim?"  *^  Ifhejwas  to  lofe  any 
thing  by  him,  'twould  be  a  reafon  for 
forrow ;  I  always  think  your  parfons,  and 
lawyers,  and  dodors  wives  and  fuch  like, 
have  caufe  to  grieve  when  their  hufbands 
die,  becaufe  the  money  goes  away,  but 
inftead  of  that,  if  this  young  manftiould 
E  5  take 
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take  it  in  his  head  to  pop  off,  here's  art 
eftate  coming  to  the  pothecdry,  to  make 
him  a  Tquire,*' 

If  it  would  make  him  a  lord,  he 
tvoiild  be  concerned  at  the  event,  that 
mull  render  him  a  pofleffor  of  it:  thefe 
brothers  have  had  the  tendereft  afFeftion 
for  each  other  from  their  infancy." 

Would  you,  fir,  be  willing  to  lofe 
Mifs  Moody,  though  by  her  death  you 
would  be  deprived  of  n;o  part  of  your 
fortune?'' 

No,  no,  Mr.  Manly,  I  fhotild  not 
like  on't,  but  that  is  another  cafe;  if 
this  man  goes,  he  can  be  fpared,  there 
is  one  to  inherit  his  father's  fubfiance^ 
befides,  a  fat  forrow  is  better  than  a 
lean  one^  no  doubt  he  lives  in  pain, 
therefore  there  can  be  no  hurt  to  wilh 
him  out  of  it.'* 

Suppofe 
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Suppofe  you  (hould  be  in  exquifitc- 
torture  in  your  next  fit  of  the  gout> 
would  you  think    yourfelf  obliged  to 
your  daughter,  for  wilhing  it  removed  by 
death/' 

"  That's  another  thing;  No  1  if  1  thought 
(he  was  fuch  an  undutiful  baggage  as  to 
wifh  luch  a  wicked  wiQi,  I  would  cut 
her  off  with  a  fliilling,  for  fhe  knows 
if  I  was  in  ever  fuch.  a  pain,  I  never  de- 
fired  toftiorten  my  days;  no  Mr.  Manly^ 
1  nevej  had  fuch  a  wicked  thought  if  I 
was  ever  fo  out  of  humour/' 

Mr.  Manly,  thinking  it  to  no*  purpofe 
to  carry  on  an  argument  with  fo  partial 
an  opponent,  dropt  the  fubjeft,  and  ac-^ 
quaintingthe  juftice  with  the  aflignation 
he  had  made  with  Mr.  Doughty,  beg- 
ged him  to  truft  the  feal  in  his  hands.' 
Which  the  old  gentleman  readily  con- 
fented  to  and  they  retired  to  reft, 

E  6        '  CHAP^ 
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^Canterbury  "Tak. 

rH  E  reader,  we  doubt  not,  will  be 
no  lefs  pleafed  than  Mr.  Manly,  to 
bid  adieu  tothejuftice,  in  order  to  take  a 
view  of  the  tranfacVions  at  Colonel  Jeffon'^s, 
at  whofe  houfe  Mrs.  Goldfon  met  Mr. 
Hinfum  (the  gentleman  that^paid  her  hrr 
legacy)  on  the  day  appointed.  He  was 
about  feventy  years  of  age,  a  venerable 
fcnfible  old  man,  and  his  converfation 
was  fo  agreeable  to  the  colonel,  that 
when  Mrs.  Goldfon  was  about  to  depart^ 
he  begged  Mr.  Hinfum  would  ftay  and 
pafs  the  evening  with  him;  Mrs.  Jeflbn 
and  Mifs  Murrelfs  being  gone  with  a  ne- 
phew of  the  colonel's  to  Eaton,  whither 
he  was  prevented  by  Mrs.  Goldfon's  ap- 
pointment from  attending  them. 

The 
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The  old  gentleman  accepted  the  in- 
vitation, and  having  given  the  colonel 
a  fatisfadory  account  of  the  prefent  ftate 
of  Jamaica,  was  afked  by  him,  how  long 
he  had  been  abfent  from  his  native  coun- 
try? he  replied,  More  than  fifty  years; 
near  thirty  of  which  1  have  been  fettled  in 
the  Welt  Indies,  and  never  was  two 
months  at  a  time  in  Old  England  fince  I 
wasfixteen;  for  at  that  age  I  was  thrown 
upon  the  world  to  fliift  for  myfelf.  At 
my  firft  fetting  out,  I  might  be  thought 
unfortunate,  but  in  the  end^  I  have  great 
reafon  to  own  myfelf  the  reverfe,  fince  I 
am  at  prefent  worth  more  thoufands  than 
I  ever  had  fingle  pounds  from  any  friend 
or  relation  in  the  world ;  and  I  can  fafely 
{ky,  though  I  had  fo  little  to  begin  with^  I 
never  knew  the  want  of  money  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  my  life.'* 

You  muft  have  had  a  very  extraor- 
dinary one  then,  I  am  certain,  fir^  return- 
ed 
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cd  the  colonel ;  and  if  you  would  oblige 
me  with  a  detail  of  it,  I  fliould  acknow- 
ledge it  as  a  great  favour/'" 

With  all  my  heart,  colonel,  if  you 
can  have  patience  to  attend  to  an  old 
man's  Canterbury  tale ;  for  in  that  city 
I  drew  my  firll  breath. 

My  father  was  a  fubflantial  clothier, 
and  fell  in  love  with  the  daughter  of  a 
gentleman,  gt'eatly  his  fuperior  in  birth, 
who  boafted  th^thisanceftors  were  deem- 
ed gentry,  before  they  oppofed  the  Con- 
queror, whereas  theHinfums  were  a  race 
of  yeomen.  Notwithftanding  this  difpa- 
rity  in  point  of  extraction,  he  was  unfor- 
tunately fuccefsful,  1  fay  unfortunately^ 
for  from  the  time  my  mother  confented 
to  be  his,  I  may  date  the  rife  of  his  mis- 
fortunes. She  difobliged  her  parents  fo 
much  by  this  ftep,  that  they  never  could 
be  prevailed  with  to  fee  her^  or  to  afford 

her 
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her  a  ftiilling  towards  her  maintenance^ 
As  it  was  a  match  of  inclination  on  both 
fides,  they  did  not  immediately  perceive 
the  inconveniences  attending  it;  but  be- 
fore three  years  were  elapfed,  my  father 
was  made  fenfible  that  his  partner  was  by 
no  means  fuited  to  the  talks  of  a  prudent 
wife,  a  tender  mother,  or  provident  miftrefs 
of  fuch  a  family  as  was  committed  to  her 
care.  She  had  been  accu domed  to  a  dif- 
ferent way  of  living,  a  Itixurious  table, — a 
retinue  qf  fervants, — elegant  apparel, — 
and  to  pafs  he/  hours  in  a  round  of  expen- 
iive  amufements,  inconfiftent  with  the  cir- 
cumftanees  of  her  hufband,  and  ilUfuited 
to  the  ftation  of  life  Which  fhe  had  chofe 
to  fix  in. 

My  father,  who  \vas  doatingly  fond 
of  her,  being  continually  reminded  of  his 
obligations  to  her,  who  had  condefcend- 
ed  to  accept  of  him,  though  fo  much  her 
inferior,  humoured  her  in  all  her  whims, 

till 
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cill  he  became  the  jeft  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  had  brought  himfelf  totheverge 
of  bankruptcy;  fhe  inCfting  upon  his  fa- 
mily being  put  upon  a  footing  with  that 
flic  had  quitted,  an  equal  provifion  for  the 
table — a  number  of  fervants,  and  drefs 
fuitable  to  her  birth  muft  be  procured^; 
or  he  was  upbraided  with  ingratitude,  to 
a  lady  who  had  done  him  the  honour  of 
becoming  his  wife,  the  wifs  of  a  fncaking 
tradefman,  when  flie  might  have  con^ 
tinued  in-  grandeur  at  the  feat  of  her  an* 
ceftor3. 

She  brought  him  a-  child  every  yeait, 
and  they  muft  be  nurfed  in  the  houfe,  and 
proper  perfons  hiredto  attend  them,  fmce 
it  could  not  te  fuppofed  a  lady  of  her 
dehcacy,  would  condefcend  to  fuch  mean 
offices  as  waiting  upon  brats  i  and  leaft 
they  ihouid  offend  the  ears  of  her,  and 
her  polite  acquaintance,  an  elegant  nurfe- 
ry  was  ereded  at  a  great  expence,  and 

a  con- 
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a  convenient  diftance  from  the  houfe, 
whither  (he  would  deign  to  retire  for 
half  an  hour  once  in  a  month,  to  fee  if 
any  of  them  bore  a  refemblance  to  her 
relations^  and  which  ever  appeared  to 
have  ftole  a  feature  from  the  Hinfums, 
was  fare  to  be  treated  as  a  noxious  animal, 
and  forbid  to  be  brought  into  her  pre- 
fence* 

Whether  it  was  owing  to  the  care- 
leflhefs  of  the  mercenary  wretches  to  whofe 
care  my  brothers  and  lifters  were  intruft- 
cd,  or  that  it  pleafed  I^rovidence  to  take 
them  away  from  the  evil  that  enfued,  by 
a  natural  death,  it  does  not  become  me 
to  determine ;  but  certain  it  is,  none  of 
the  eleven  confined  to  this  nurfery,  but 
myfelf,  attained  to  their  fourth  year.  My 
father,  with  a  compofure  deferving  blame, 
complied  with  thefe  enormities,  and  feem- 
ed  fo  infatuated,  as  not  to  perceive  the 
difTipation  of  his  fubftance,  till  he  was 

roufed 
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roufed  by  the  forrow  my  mother's  death 
occalioned,  which  was  thought  to  be  pre- 
cipitated by  over  fatiguing  herfelfataball, 
when  fhe  was  with  child;  a  mlfcarriage 
being  the  conlequence^  of  which  flie  never 
recovered.  His  concern  was  greatly  en- 
hanced by  the  clamour  of  his  creditors,, 
and  not  being  able  to  anfwer  their  de- 
mands, he  was  committed  to  prifon,  where 
he  ended  his  days^  infix  months  after  his 
wife. 

I  had  the  good  fortune,  from  my  en- 
tering into  my  feventh  year,  to  be  a  par- 
ticular favourite  of  the  fchool-mafter  to 
whofe  care  I  was  at  that  age  configned,  in 
order  to  qualify  me  for  an  univerfity  edu- 
cation, my  father  intending  me  for  one  of 
the  faculties.  This  good  mafter  of  mine 
took  uncommon  pains  with  me,  and 
though  he  never  could  obtain  the  ieall 
gratitude  for  his  trouble,  was  indefatiga- 
ble in  his  endeavours  towards  the  cultiva- 

tioA 
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tionofmy  mind:  during  the  time  I  was 
with  him,  and  between  fifteen  and  fix- 
leen  when  I  loft  my  father;  as  he  had  a  nu- 
merous family  of  his  own  to  provide  for, 
iie  lamented  that  his  power  fellrtiort  of  his 
wlll^in  givingme  more  than  afcholafticedu- 
i^ation,  how^ever,  what  he  could  he  did;  he 
applied  to  my  motj;ier*s  father  in  my  behalf, 
and  in  the  moft  pathetic  terms  reprefented 
my  cafe,  entreating  him  to  be  at  fomc 
cx pence  towards  the  profecution  of  my 
iludies. 

The  old  gentleman,  with  much 
perfuafion,  confented  to  fee  me,  and 
by  his  order,  I  was  removed  to  his  houfc 
for  a  month  or  tv/o,  that  he  might,  he 
faid,  obferve  my  difpofition,  whether  I 
was  deferving  of  his  regard.  A  brother 
of  my  mother's,  his  only  fon,  then  lived 
with  him,  and  had  fo  great  an  influence 
upon  him,  to  direct  moft  of  his  afti- 
on»i    I,   hearing  this,  efteemed  myfeif 

happy 
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happy,  that  he  made  no  objection  to  my 
being  received  into  his  houfe;  but,  alas! 
I  knew  not  torvhat  end  this  feeming  kind- 
nefs  tended. 

When  I  had  been  with  my  grandfa- 
ther three  weeks,  and  he  began  to  take 
notice  of  me,  a  captain  of  a  fhip,  which 
then  lay  at  Deptford,  came  to  vifit  my 
uncle,  and  gave  him  and  I  an  invitation 
to  fpend  .a  day  on  board  his  Ihip;  accord- 
ingly we  went,  and  I  was  much  pleafed 
w  ith  the  captain,  who  was  a  Guinea  trader, 
and  dealt  in  flaves.  In  the  evening,  when 
my  uncle  was  about  to  return,  he  told  me 
my  horfe  was  taken  lame,  and  therefore  I 
muft  ftay  where  I  was  till  the  next  day, 
when  he  fhould  fend  for  another  for  me. 
This  was  fpoken  whilft  the  captain  was 
gone  upon  deck  to  give  fome  orders  to  his 
crew;  and  at  his  return,  he  wiflied  him  a 
good  voyage,  telling  him,  he  lioped  his 
nephew  would  behave  as  he  ought,  and 

not 
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not  be  trouhlefome.  I,  who  had  not  the 
leaft  fufpicion  he  meant  more  than  I  was  to 
pafs  the  night  in  his  cabin,  fkw  him  quit 
the  fliip  without  any  concern. 

I  paffed  the  night  with  the  captain, 
and  was  greatly  furprifed  in  the  morning 
to  find  the  fliip  under  fail,  and,  as  I  was 
informed,  fome  leagues  from  the  KentiOi 
coaft;  being  vaftly  uneafy,  die  captain 
told  me  that  I  was  his  fervant,  he  having 
purchafed  me  of  my  uncle;  but  if  I  be- 
haved with  propriety  I  fliould  have  no  rea- 
fon  to  complain,  for  he  liked  my  looks, 
and  would  be  a  friend  to  me. 

At  firft  I  e:xclaimed  loudly  againft 
the  treachery  of  my  uncle,  who  had  forced 
me  into  fuch  a  way  of  life;  but  finding 
my  captain  was  very  lenient  in  his  behavi- 
our, and  refleding  that  if  my  uncle  could 
be  fo -bafe  as  to  remove  me  from  my  grand-* 
father  in  this  manner,  he  would  doubtlefs 

have 
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have  removed  me  from  the  world,  if  this 
opportunity  had  not  offered.  I  grew  more 
calm,  and  applied  m\^elf  with  fuch  dili- 
gence to  my  new  employment,  that  I  gain- 
ed the  affeclionof  all  the  failors,  and  my 
captain  treated  me  as  if  I  4iad  been  his 
©wn  fon. 

Afrerpaffing  five  years  in  this  fervi- 
tndc,  in  which  I  made  feveral  voyages  to 
Guinea  and  Virginia,  where  we  difpofed  of 
our  Haves,  and  then  came  to  England.  I 
found  my  \mcle  in  pofleffion  of  my  grand- 
father's whole  fortune,  for  the  old  gentle- 
man lived  but  a  Ihort  time  after  my  banifh* 
mcnt,  and  made  no  mention  of  me  in  his 
will.  I  was  advifed  to  make  application 
to  my  uncle  for  a  fmall  fum  to  begin  trade 
with;  forty  pounds  was  all  I  alked,  and 
was  not  only  refufed  a  fhilling,  but,  in  a 
rude  manner,  repulfed  by  his  fteward,  who 
told  me,  I  muft  go  about  my  bufinefs,  for 
his  mafter  was  determined  to  do  nothing 

for 
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for  me,  or  to  own  fuch  beggarly  relations, 
and  if  I  came  ever  fo  often  he  would  not 
fee  me.  To  add  to  my  concern  at  this 
treatment,  I  found,  upon  enquiry,  that 
my  good  fchoolmafter  was  no  more,  and 
that  his  family  had  quitted  Canterbury. 
My  captain  being  informed  of  all  this, 
offered  to  advance  what  money  I  wanted, 
to  be  paid  when  I  was  able;  but  refufed 
to  take  my  note  for  it. 

With  this  I  began  trade,  aird  was 
foon  after  promoted  to  be  a  mate  in  his 
(hip,  in  which  capacity  I  remained  four 
years,  when  I  paid  him  the  loan  he  had4b 
kindly  lent  me,  and  had  gained  fomething 
to  make  my  way  with.  He  having  ob- 
tained a  handfome  competency,  and  mar- 
rying a  rich  widow  in  Jamaica,  who  had 
one  only  daughter  well  provided  for,  left 
off  the  trade,  and  made  over  his  fliip  and 
intereft  tome:  behold *me  now  Captain 
Hinfum.  I  was  fo  fuccefsful  in  my  mer- 
chandize. 
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chandize,  that,  at  the  age  of  forty,  I  had 
acquired  enough  to  live  on  fliore;  and 
was  determined  to  follow  the  example  of 
my  worthy  captain,  for  the  Hike  of  whofc 
company,  I  fettled  in  Jamaica,  and  mar- 
ried his  daughter  in  law,  who  brought  me 
a  confiderable  fortune.  At  my  firft  fettling 
in  that  illand  I  purchafed  a  plantation, 
which,  with  my  wife's,  has  turned  tofuch 
an  account,  that  I  am  at  this  time,  worth 
better  than  twenty^thoufand  pounds. 

Neither  my  friend  the  captain,  or  I 
were  bleft  with  children;  he  died  in  a 
good  old  age,  having  firft  buried  his  wife; 
the  lofs  of  mine  occafioned  my  return  to 
England,  where  I  was  in  hopes  of  meet- 
ing fome  of  my  relations,  but  notwith- 
ftanding  all  my  enquiries,  I  have  not  yet 
found  any;  my  father's  family  being  ex- 
tind:  in  me,  and  my  mother's,  after  fquan- 
dering  their  whole  -x:ftatc^  have  left  the 

country 
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country  many  year?,  fo  that  I  defpair  of 
ever  feeing  any  branch  of  it. 

This,  colonel,  is  a  fuccindl  account 
of  my  hiftoi  y.  I  have  very  few  acquaint- 
ances in  England,  and  the  little  time  I 
have  to  live,  fhould  be  glad  of  fuch  a  one 
as  you  to  converfe  with;  if  you  would 
permit  me  now  and  then  to  fmoke  my 
pipe  by  your  fire-fide,  I  would  take  alodg- 
ing  in  your  neighbourhood," 

The  colonel,  highly  pleafed  with  tlie 
old  gentleman^s  ftory  and  propofition,  told 
him  he  fliould  be  extremely  glad  of  his 
company,  whenever  it  was  agreeable  to 
him  to  favour  him  with  it;  and  before 
they  parted  it  was  agreed  that  he  (hould 
hive  a  lodging  in  the  fame  ftrcet. 


Vol.  in. 
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CHAP.  X. 
A  hover  makes  his  Appearance. 

HAVING  paid  our  compliments 
in  the  kft  chapter  to  Colonel  Jef- 
fon,  \ye  will  do  the  like  to  Mr.  Manly, 
wlio  went  the  fame  evening  to  the  appoint- 
ment he  had  made  with  Mr.  Doughty, 
and  found  him  accompanied  by  a  genteel, 
fenfible  well-bred  man,  who  Mr.  Dough- 
ty  informed  him  was  the  perfon  from  whom 
he  received  the  letter  when  he  was  at 
Mr.  Moody's,  lately  arrived  from  abroad, 
and  the  very  gentleman  that  refcued  die 
jullice, 

Mr.  Manly,  upon  hearing  this,  prefent- 
•^d  the  feal  to  the  ftranger,  who  declared 
at  the  fight  of  it,  he  would  not  have  loft 
itfor  a  uuudievi  guineas;  the  gentle  nan 

^exprcfii.ig 
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cxprefEag  fome  furprize  at  his  notadver- 
tifihg  it,  fince  he  fet  fo  great  a  value 
upon  it,  he  replied,  He  had  particu- 
lar reafons  againd  defcribing  it  in  that 
public  manner,  adding,  ^*  It  was  prefent- 
ed  to  nae  by  the  mother  of  the  only  woman 
in  the  world,  that  ever  made  an  impref- 
fion  upon  my  heart." 

Mr.  Doughty  afked  if  his  favourite 
was  living  > 

This  queftion  was  anfwered  with  a 
deepfigh,  followed  by,  Yes,  fir,  I  am 
informed  fheis,  but  in  fuch  a  fituation  as 
it  would  be  highly  imprudent  in  me  to 
think  of  her." 

She  k  married  then,  I  prefumc, 
faid  Manly. 

I  wifh  fhe  was,  fir,  but  alas  !  from  the 
accounts  I  hear  of  her,  flie  is  in  .a  very 
F  z  different 
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different  'way  of  life#^  You  muft  know, 
gentlemen,  I  loved  this  unhappy  crea- 
ture  with  the  fincereft  affection,  when 
flie  was  but  in  the  dawn  of  life ;  and  though 
my  fortune  was  much  fupcrior  to  her's, 
purfued  her  long  with  fruitiefs  iblicitati- 
ons.  She  rejcfted  my  fuit  with  fo  much 
difdain,  that  I  made  a  refolution  to  leave 
the  kingdom,  in  hopes  by  time  and  ab- 
fence  to  forget  her;  but  though  fome 
years  have  revolved  fince  I  tried  this  ex- 
periment, I  find  it  ineffedlual  to  banifh 
her  loved  idea  from  my  heart;  and  when 
my  affairs  recalled  me,  I  brought  home 
the  fame  unalterable  affeftion  for  her. 
As  foon  as  1  fat  foot  on  my  native  fhore, 
I  enquired  after  her  family,  and  was  in- 
formed they  were  retired  from  the  me- 
tropolis to  a  diftantpart  of  the  kingdom; 
I  purfued  with  all  pofTible  expedition,  the 
track  I  was  advifed  to  take  in  fearch  of 
her;  but  after  a  tedious  journey  of  two 
hundred  miles,  when  I  arrived  at  the  place 

of 
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of  theiT  retreat,  I  learnt  that  the  young 
kdy  having  loft  her  parents,  and  being 
reduced  to  very  narrow  circumflances, 
had  left  that  part  of  England,  but  could 
not  obtairi  any  knowledge  of  her  abode, 
though  I  offered  to  bribe  the  perfon  in 
whofe  houfe  llie  had  lodged.  Heartily 
^:exed  at  this  difappointment,  I  returned 
to  town,  and  applied  to  the  general  poll- 
office  for  intelligence  concerning  her,  eve- 
ry day  enquiring  for  letters  directed  ta 
her.  By  this  method  I  found  one  ad- 
dreffed  to  her  at  a  (hop  whither  I  went 
tlie  day  after;  but  though  the  people  of 
whom  I  demanded  her  place  oLrefidence 
refufed  to  oblige  me  with  an  ai^fwer^ 
I  accidentally  met  a  gentleman  there 
v/ho  gratified  my  curiofity,  by  acquaint- 
ing me  with  her  miferable  fituation.'' 

I  fhould  have  imagined,  fir,  faid 
Mr.  Doughty,       Difagpeeable  as  the  re* 
iation  of  the  misfortunes  of  a  perfon  once 
F  3  beloved^ 
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beloved,  miift  be  to  a  foul  capable  of 
tender  fenfations,  the  benevolence  of 
your  difpofition  was  not  difpleafed  with 
an  opportunity  of  exerting  itfelf  in  the 
relief  of  fuch  an  object,  did  you  not  men- 
tion her  as  remaining  in  a  flate  of  mi* 
fery ;  and  I  muil  upon  this  occafion  take 
the  liberty  to  remind  you  of  what  I  al- 
ways endeavoured,  whilft  you  were  un- 
der my  care  to  inculcate ;  I  mean  that 
chriftian  and  ti*uly  noble  maxim  of  cha- 
rity to  thofe  who  have  offended  us;  the 
true  obfervance  of  which,  certainly  ex* 
tends  beyond  a  bare  pardoning  of  offen- 
ces, even  to  the  doing  good  to  thofe  that 
hate  us :  I  hope  you  are  not  amongd  the 
number  of  thofe  who  affirm,  giving  and 
forgiving  to  be  different  terms,  finceirr 
the  Chriftian  Vocabulary  they  arc  fynoni- 
ttious;  and  as  heaven  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  blefs  you  wirii  abundance  of 
wealth,  you  will  'jiot  permit  the  i-emem- 
brance  of  your  former  fuffering  from  the 

difda'a 
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difdaln  of  this  lady,  to  prevent  your  afford* 
ing  her  the  aid  fhe  may  ftand  in  need  of,, 
to  refcue  her  from  aflate  of  poverty  and. 
diftrefs.'* 

*^  I  am  no  left  obliged   to  you,  fiti,  - 
anfwered  the  young  gentleman,  for  your 
friendly  admonitions  now,  than  when  L 
was  your  pupil,  and  aflure  youj  thofel  re- 

'  ceived  from  you  in  my  earlieft  years,  were 
ingrafted  with  too  much  care  to  be  re- 
moved from  my  mind  by  time,  or  the 
avocations  of  the   world;  that  maxim  . 
amongft  many  others  which  you  tranfpiantr 
ed  from  your  own  generous  breaft  into 
mine,  has  taken  too  deep  root  to  be  exr 
punged  by  all  the  fophiftry  of  virtues- 
malignant  opponents.   So  far  am  I  from 
retaining  any  refentment  for  the  ufage  i 
received   from  this  mifguided  fair  oney. 
my  heart  bleeds  for  the  calamities  her 

'  conduct  muft  bring  upon  herfclf,  botk 
F  4  here 
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here  and  hereafter.  Had  her  misfortunes 
urofe  from  the  fource  you  imagine,  my 
purfe  and  heart  fliould  have  been  entirely 
at  herdifpofal,  but  alas  !  Ihe  is  not  in  a 
cupaclty  to  need  the  one,  or  to  receive  the 
other,  as  you  will  acknowledge,  when 
with  the  utmoft  grief  I  tell  you,  (he  has^ 
bartered  her  innocence  for  means  to  fup* 
ply  her  vanity;  and  after  fufFering  herfelf 
to  be  feduced  from  virtue  by  an  old  gea* 
tleman  of  fortune,  whofe  liberality  fup- 
ported  her  fon>c  time,  was  by  him  intro* 
duced  to  the  acquaintance  of  a  married 
man,  in  whofe  houfe  (he  now  refides,  and 
has  had  the  artifice  to  ingratiate  herfelf 
into  his  w'ife*s  favour,  by  a  fpecious  pre- 
r>enceof  innocence  in  diftrefs.  The  per- 
fon  from  whom  I  received  this  account, 
told  me  the  name  of  herlaftfeducer,  and 
fpoke  of  her  with  as  much  compaflion., 
as  the  circumftances  of  fuch  a  tale  wduld 
admit  of.  Yet  however  plain  theproofs  of 
her  mifconduft  appeared  from  hh  rela- 
tion. 
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tlon,  I  was  unwilling  to  give  immediate 
credit  to  them,  and  determined  if  it  were 
poffibleto  get  to  thefpeech  of  her;  with 
this  intent  I  went  to  the  houfe  where  I 
was  informed  flie  lived,  and  demanded 
of  the  fervant  that  came  to  the  door,  to 
be  introduced  to  her.  The  fellow,  whh 
an  ill-bred  affurance,  flared,  and  anfwer- 
cd,  his  mafter  was  not  at  home,  and  ia 
his  abfence  he  knew  that  lady  would  nou 
fee  any  body;  then  rudely  clapr  the  door 
in  my  face,  without  waiting  for  my  reply: 
fuch  reception,  adding  ftrength  to  the 
affertions  of  the  ftranger,  I  could  no  long- 
er refufe  affenting  to  them,  had  they  not 
been  corroborated  by  evidence  of  the  like 
import,  which  I  received  fince  from  a 
nobleman,  with  whom  I  chanced  to  be 
company,  and  who  vifited^  at  her  father's 
before  I  left  England/' 

During  this  recital,  Mr.  Manly's  coun- 
tenance underwent  various  revolutions: 
F  5  Mr. 
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Mr.  Doughty  finding  he  had  concluded, 
faid,       I  muft  own,   by  your  report 
appearances  are  flrongly  againfl  this  un- 
fortunate lady;  yet  as  there  is  a  poflibility 
that  fhe  may  befalfly  accufed,  you  ought 
not  without  a  pofitive  certainty  of  the 
truth  of  what  you  have  heard  to  condemn 
her;  mahcehas  too  many  engineers  under 
its  command,  for  virtuous  poverty  always 
to  maintain  its  ground  againft  their- fubtle 
attacks;  we  frequently   fee  their  bolts 
levelled  at  thofe  whom  fortune  has  already 
degraded  from  their  native  fphere,  in  or- 
der to  fink  them  ftill  lower;  and  have  not 
you  obferv^ed  that  power  and  beauty  once 
depreflTed,  are  the  common  marks  to 
w^hich  they  are  pointed?  it  is  therefore 
not  only  poffible,   but  probable,  that 
this  lady,  whilft  in  the  pride  of  beauty 
and  profperity,  may  hav^  treated  other 
of  her  admirers  with  the  like  fcorn,  which, 
you  experienced  from  her,  and  a  difap- 
pointed  paffion  under  the  guidance  of 

malice. 
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malice,  may  have  chofen  this  method 
of  traducing  her  to  revenge  flights  of 
that  nauiree'^ 

This  fpeech  was  feconded  with'  One  to 
the  fame  purport  from  Mr.  Manly,  who  ad^ 
ded  ^*  What  Mr,  Doughty  has  faid,  fir,  I 
can  illuftrate,  by  relating  a  matter  of  fadl 
which  has  happened  within  my  own  know- 
ledge." 

The  gentlemen  both  requefting  him 
to  make  them  accquainted  with  it,  he 
gave  them  the  hiftory  of  Mifs  Murrells, 
as  near  as  he  could  remember  in  her  own 
words,  till  he  met  heratthe  milliner^%-and 
from  thence,  what  his  own  acquaintance 
with  herfurnilhed  him  with  tothe  prefcat 
period. 

He  obferved  the  ftrangcr  held  his 
handkerchief  before  his  face^  whilft 

he 
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he  was  recounting  the  viciffitudes  of  Her 
fortune;  and  at  the  conclufion  arofe,  and 
traverfed  the  room  with  much  emo- 
tion; then  flinging  himfelf  into  a  chair, 
he  gave  vent  to  the  fuUnefs  of  his  heart, 
by  a  copious  flow  of  tears ;  in  which  fitua- 
rion  neither  of  his  companions  thought 
proper  to  interrupt  him,  but  remained 
filent  fpeftators  of  a  fcene  that  may  poffi- 
/l)Iy  excite  the  ridicule  of  thofe  valiant  he^ 
roes,  who  think  it  beneath  the  dignity 
of  their  fex,  to  fhew  fuch  a  tender  fen- 
fibility  of  virtue  ennobled  by  diftrefs; 
though  they  can  perhaps  tamely  yield 
themfelves  voluntary  flaves  to  the  moil: 
ignoble  and  bafeft  of  paflicns. 

I  muft-therefore  caution  thee,  reader,  as 
a  friend,  if  thou  beeft  of  this  lart  clafs,  that 
riiou  doeft  not  prefume  to  accufe  this  gen- 
ilemanof  unmanly  cowardice;  leaft  it  fhould 
be  found  that  thou  haft  (^jbmined  thy- 

felf 
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felf  to  be  enflaved  by  abjeft  vice:  and, 
if  thou  aimeft  at  true  heroifm,  kt  me  ad- 
vile  thee  to  take  thy  pattern,  as  well  as 
thy  weapon  from  Steele.* 


*  Vide  the  Chriflian  Here. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

further  account  of  the  Lover. 

TH  E  agitations  in  which  we  left  the 
gentleman^  in  the  foregoing  chap- 
ter^ were  eafier  to  be  accounted  for  by 
Mr.  Manly,  than  by  the  clergyman :  the. 
former  imputed  them  to  thecaufe,  which 
no  doubt  the  fagacious  reader  has  afligned  ; 
but  leaft  it  fhould  not  appear  fo  obvious ^ 
to  all  who  may  perufe  thefe  volumes,  L 
think  proper  to  inforjn  them,  that  the 
ftrangerwasno  other  than  Mr,  Truelove, 
the  gentleman  who  firft  declared  a  paflion 
for  Mifs  Murrells.  This,  as  foon  as  he 
recovered  the  ufe  of  fpeech,  he  confefled 
to  Mr.  Doughty  and  Mr.  Manly,  telling 
the  latter,  he  fhould  ever  think  himfelf 
under  the  higheft  obligation  to  him,  for 
the  good  news  he  had  imparted^  and  the. 

friendly 
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friendly  protedion  he  had  granted-  ta 
the  perfon  who  was  dearer  to  him  ths^n 
life.  By  comparing  the  time  and  place 
wJien  and.  where  he  had  received  that 
falfe  intelligence  concerning  Mifs  Mur- 
rells^  it  appeared  evident  to  them  all, 
that  Mackfhane  was  the  author  of  the 
calumny;  and  Mr.  Truelove  had  not  a 
doubt  remaining  of  her  innocence^  or  the 
injury  her  reputation  had  fuftained* 

He  begged  Mr.  Manly  to  ihtroduoe 
him  to  her  immediately.  *^  Oh!  cry'd 
hejHow  amiable  mufl.  that  dear  creature; 
appear,  divefted  of  that  haughtinefs  whiclv 
was  the  only  foible  I  ever  could  difcern 
in  her; — If  fne  would  but  do  me  the  ho- 
nour to  accept  of  my  hand,  with  the  fame 
fincerity  with  which  I  (hall  offer  it,  I 
fhall  efteem  myfelf  the  happieft  of  mor- 
tals! Dear  fir,  when  will  you  be  fo  good 
as  to  accompany  me  to  her?''' 

Sir.- 
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Sir,  replied  Mr.  Manly/'  I  cannot 
condemn  your  impatience,  and  I  am  cer- 
tain fhe  would  with  gratitude  return  your 
generous  afFeftion :  but  by  fo  aprubt  a  pro- 
cedure, her  delicacy  may  be  alarmed; 
and  if  yon  would  give  me  leave  to  [be 
the  meffenger  of  fuch  agreeable 'ridings,  I 
think  it  would  be  proper  to  hint  ^your 
return  and  inclinations  to  her,  before  you 
make  your  appearance.'"  Mr.  Doughty 
declared  himfelf  of  the  fame  opinion, 
and  the  lover  was  prevailed  with  to  wait 
till  Mr,  Manly  had  an  opportunity  of 
givitng  the  lady  notice  of  his  arrival. 

This  topic  had  fo  engvoffed  the  coi^-^ 
verfation,  that  Mr.  Tmeiove  had  forgot 
to  enquire  a  fter  the  gentleman  he  [refcued 
atHampftead;  but,  upon  reviewing  the 
feal,  he  begged  pardon  for  that  negleft ; 
faying,  .My  time  and  thoughts  have 
been  fo  taken  up  in  enquiries  after  my 
dear  Bell,  fmce  ^that  accident  happened, 

that 
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(hat  I  fear  I  h^ve  been  guilty  of  ill  maa- 
ners,  in  omitting  a  perfonal  vifit  to  him/' 

Mr.  Manly  anfwered^  ^*  Mr.  Moody 
is  too  much  obliged  to  you,  fir,  for  the 
fcafonable  relief  you  afforded  him,  to  ex- 
ped  you  (hould  put  yourfelf  to  any  incon* 
venience  for  a  meer  punftilio;  he  would 
be  glad,  I  dare  fay,  of  an  opportunity  to 
return  his  acknowledgments  in  a  more 
fuitable  manner,  than  he  could  at  the 
Flafk ;  and  I  hope  you  will  give  him  one 
by  favouring  me  with  your  company 
when  he  comes  to  my  houfe:  he  feemed 
to  be  apprehenfive  of  your  having  met 
with  fome  hurt  in  lifting  him  from  the 
ground." 

•  - 

Mr.  Truelove  fald,  he  fiiould  do  him- 
felf  the  honour  of  wailing  on  Mr."  Manly, 
and  that  he  had  received  no  other  harm 
in  aiding  Mr.  Moody  but  a  fprained 
wrift;  which,  faid  he,  I  perceive, 
by  your  account,  gave  rife  to  a  fufpici- 

on 
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on  in  the  mind  of  my  angel,,  that  I  was  thr 
wretch  employed  by  Lord  Courtall  to 
perfecute  her/' 

Very  true/' anfwered  Manly,  that 
trivial  incident  of  the  ribbon  upon  your 
hand,  proved  very  injurious  to  her  repofe, 
and  I  muft  own>  created  the  like  fufpicion. 
in  mc," 

The  converfation  that  followed  between 
thefe  three  gentlemen  till  they  feparated, 
1  (hall  omit,  as  the  reader  may  be  pleafed*, 
to  return  with  me  to  Mifs  Murrells,  wha, 
after  paffing  a  night  with  Mrs.  Jeflbn  at 
Windfor,  came  to  town  the  following  day. 
Upon  their  arrival  in  town,  Mrs.  Jeflba 
told  the  colohel,  (he.  had  received  a  frefli 
proof  of  Mifs  Murrells's  attachment  to 
their  family,  fince  they  fet  out  upon  their 
.journey,  and  had  brought  her  back,  not- 
withftanding  the  mod  friendly  and  earneft 
(blicitations  of  an  old  acquaintance,  who 

had 
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hzd  ftrenuoufly  infifted  upon  her  taking  up 
her  abode  with  her. 

You  do  us  a  great  deal  of  honour, 
ma'am/'  faid  the  colonel,  I  dare  believe 
there  are  many  who  envy  us  the  pleafu^eof 
your  company  5  but  I  did  not  know  you 
had  any  acquaintance  in  Berkfliire.'* 

Nor  I  neither,  fir;  but  I  muft  defire 
you  would  not  make  me  fuch  undeferved 
compliments ;  the  obligations  I  have  re- 
ceived from  you,  and  this  dear  lady,  fill 
my  foul  with  more  grateful  fentiments  thaa 
words  can  exprefs;  it  is  to  your  uncom- 
mon goodnefs  and  humanity,  that  I  am 
indebted  for  the  peace  of  mind  I  now  en- 
joy, in  a  fituation  far  above  my  expeftati- 
ons  or  defert.  What  muft  have  become 
of  me,  a  poor  helplefs  orphan!  deftitute- 
of  friends,  and  almoftof  the  common  ne* 
ceffaries  of  life,  driven  by  the  perfecutions 
of  a  dreadful  enemy,  from  the  habitation 

ia. 
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in  which,  by  induftry,  I  might  have  got 
my  bread,  had  nor  heaven  been  gracioully 
pleafed  to  raife  me  up  fuch  friends  as  you 
have  proved;  but^  as  it  would  be  difagree- 
able  to  your  ear,  though  the  moft  grateful 
office  to  my  tongue,  to  recount  the  many 
inftances  of  unmerited  kindnefs,  which  I 
daily  receive  from  you,  I  (hall  not  attempt 
it,  though  they  are  fuch  as  I  can  never 
hope  to  return,  but  by  petitioning  that 
omnipotent  Being,  who  can  alone  reward 
fuch  meritorious  ads,  to  fhower  done  his 
choiceft  bleflings  on  the  defender  of  the 
fatherlefs.  And  can  you  think  me  capable 
with  fucli  fentiments  ingrafted  in  my 
heart,  of  giving  the  preference  to  any 
other  family?  though  I  acknowledge  my- 
felf  greatly  obliged  to  the  lady  for  honour- 
ing me  with  her  notice,  and  would  do  any 
thinj^^  to  ferve  her,  confiftent  w  ith  my  duty 
to  my  dear  Mrs.  Jeflbn/' 

The  colonel,  cbferving  her  eyes  over- 
ilowed  with  tears  of  gratitude,  faid— ~ 

J^iough, 
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Enough,  my  dear  Mifs  Murrells,  upon 
this  fubjed;  we  need  not  fuch  tender  af- 
furancesof  what  the  whole  tenoiir  of  your 
conduft  evinces,  I  rejoice  at  your  meet- 
ing with  this  friend;  but,  may  I  not  be 
favoured  with  her  name?'* 

Mydear,''  fays  Mrs.  Jeflbn,  I  will 
take  upon  me  to  anfwer  your  queftion. 
When  we  had  conveyed  Frank  to  fchool, 
his  maft^r  was  fo  obliging  to  offer  to  attend 
us  to  Windfor,  in  order  to  (liew  Mifs  Mur- 
rells  the  caftle;  accordingly  we  went,  and 
whilft  (he  was  attentively  regarding  the 
paintings,  I  defired  her  to  turn  her  eyes 
to  two  ladies  who  entered  the  gallery,  at- 
tended by  a  gentleman.  After  looking 
upon  thefe  ftrangers,  I  obferved  her  coun- 
tenance change,  and  with  great  emotion, 
fhe  faid  to  me,  They  are  Sir  Charles  and 
Lady  Farewell."  The  lady  was  now  ad- 
vanced pretty  near  us,  with  her  eyes  fixed 
upon  the  portrait  of  die  Dutcliefs  of  Cieve* 

land  i 
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land;  and  I,  willing  to  make  her  old  ac- 
quaintance known  to  her,  took  occafion  to 
call  Mifs  Murrells  by  her  name;  upon 
which  the  lady  turned  about,  and  beckoned 
Sir  Charles;  and  after  a  long  whifper  be- 
tween them,  they  moved  up  to  us,  and  fa- 
luting  Mifs  Murrells,  faid  they  thought 
tliemfelves  very  fortunate  in  this  accidental 
interview,  having  made  great  enquiry  after 
her,  and  never  could  obtain  any  certain 
intelligence  of  her  health  and  fuuation. 
A  converfation  enfued  between  them,  in 
which  Ihe  informed  them  who  I  was,  when 
they  addreffed  me  in  a  polite  manner,  and 
intreated  me  to  pafs  that  night  at  Mrs. 
Moreton's  houfe,  at  Windibr,  the  lady 
who  was  with  them,  joined  fo  heartily 
in  this  requeft,  that  we  complied  with  it, 
and  did  not  return  to  Eaton  as  we  in- 
tended. 

Sir  Charles  told  us,  that  after  paffing 
a  month  at  Bath,  thc7  attended  Mrs* 

More* 


The    stage    COACH.  n9 

Moreton  to  her  houfe  at  Windfor,  where 
file  propofed  ftaying  a  week,  before  (he 
went  to  her  town  one.  Lady  Farewell 
took  Mlfs  Murrells  afidc,  and  in  the  ten- 
dered manner  mentioned  the  concern  fhe 
had  felt  from  the  account  fliehad  heard  of 
the  change  in  her  circumitances,  andnot  in 
private,  but  before  me  intreated  fhe  would 
make  her  houfe  her  home ;  Sir  Charles  fe- 
conded  this  requeft  with  great  earneftnefs, 
but  dear  Bell  declined  the  offer,  and  after 
expreffing  the  higheft  regard  for  us,  de- 
dared  fhe  was  as  happy  as  fhe  could  wiflb. 
However,  I  have  given  my  promife  that 
(he  lliall  attend  them  to  Chefhirefor  a  few 
months,  if  no  unforefeen  accident  inter- 
venes. . 

This  morning  Sir  Charles,  who  is  an 
early  rifer,  walked  into  the  town  abo^t 
five  o'clock,  and  about  ten  his  lady  fent  to 
defirc  our  company  in  her  dreffing  r  om, 
where  we  found  her  accompanied  by  a 

young 
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young  woman,  who  looked  pale  and  la- 
difpofed,  fitting  in  an  undrefs;  imagining 
Ihe  was  fome  of  Mrs.  Moreton's  family, 
who  had  been  too  ill  to  appear  at  fupper, 
1  expreffedas  much  to  Lady  Farewell;  but 
(he  told  me,  that  fhe  never  faw  her  till 
this  morning,  though  her  relations  had 
been  long  known  to  Sir  Charles.  This 
raifed  my  curiofity  to  know  who  (lie  was; 
after  breakfall  her  ladyfhip  defired  her  to 
go  to  reft;  faying,  I  am  fure,  ma'am, 
you  have  great  occafion  for  it,  after  the, fa- 
tigue you  have  gone  through.''  She  replied, 
Ihe  was  much  obliged  to  her,  and  would 
be  glad  to  compofe  herfelf;  upon  which 
ihe  retired  to  a  bed  chamber,  attended  by 
her  ladyfhip,  and  Sir  Cliarles  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  the  dreffing  room;  of  him  I 
demanded  who  the  flranger  was,  and  he 
was  fo  obliging  as  to  relate  the  following 
particulars  concerning  her.^' 


CHAP. 
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Mifs  FrancisV  Story; 

"  H  E  name  of  the  perfon  you  en- 

X  quire  after,  ma*am/'  faid  Sir 
Charles,  ' '  is  Francis ;  her  father  was  a  wor  • 
thy  honeft  man,  who  had  about  one  thou- 
fand  pounds  to  begia  the  world  with,  and 
was  once  clerk  to  an  attorney,  but  his  maf- 
ter  dying  before  his  clerkfhip  expired,  and 
having  neglefted  ta enroll  his  indentures, 
he  was  incapable  of  afting  in  that  capa- 
city. My  father  knowing  him,  made  him 
his  fteward,  a  place  worth  two  hundred 
pounds  a  year;  which truft  he  difcharged 
wich  great  fidelity.  Some  time  after  he 
was  in  that  capacity  he  married,  and  the 
birth  of  his  daughter  occafioned  the  death 
of  his  wife.  He  furvived  her  twelve  years, 
and  proved  an  indulgent  parent  to  the 
child,  when  he  was  taken  out  of  the  world 
Vol.  IlL  G  by 
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by  a  malignant  fever,  which  it  was  thought 
he  caught  by  a  clofe  attendance  on  my  fa- 
ther, who  died  a  few  weeks  before  of  the 
fame  diilemper. 

I  was  at  that  time  in  Italy,  otherwife 
I  think  he  would  have  confulted  me  in  the 
provifion  he  made  for  his  daughter.  At 
the  firft  appearance  of  his  malady,  being 
apprehenfive  of  the  effect,  he  fent  for  an 
attorney  to  fettle  his  affairs,  Burly,  by 
name,  a  man  about  fifty  years  of  age,  of 
reputed  integrity  and  wealth,  with  whom 
he  had  been  long  acquainted:  he  made 
him  fole  executor  to  his  will,  and  guardian 
to  his  child,  to  whom,  as  I  had  heard,  he 
left  near  three  thoufand  pounds.  At  my 
return  from  abroad  I  enquired  after  this 
girl,  and  was  informed  that  her  guardian 
had  placed  her  at  a  fchool  to  finilli  her 
education.  ' 
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Mr.  Burly  left  our  neighbourhood 
foon  after,  and  went  to  refide  near  London, 
from  which  time  I  never  faw  him  till  this 
moraing,  I  obferved  him  to  drive  into  an 
inn  yard  in  a  chaifej  the  horfes  were  in  a 
foam,  and  he  v;as  accompanied  by  a  young 
woman,  who  appeared  very  oddly  habited 
for  travelling,  fhe  was  in  tears,  and  feemed 
in  diftrefs.  This  objeft  occafioned  me, 
who  immediately  recollefted  Burly,  to 
ftep  into  the  inn,  and  wait  for  their  alight- 
ing; I  then  went  up  to  him,  and  demanded 
if  any  accident  had  happened  to  them 
upon  the  road,  to  difcompofe  his  fellow*- 
traveller;  he  replied,  ^'  No,  fir;  but 
girls  are  very  apt  to  whimper  when  any 
thing  crolfes  their  humour."  At  thefe 
words  llie  lifted  up  her  eyes  dreaming  with 
tears,  caft  a  look  towards  him,  and  fliook 
her  head.  Notwithflanding  her  diforder^ 
I  thought  I  could  difcern  a  likenefs  of  my 
father's  fteward  in  her  face,  and  conjedured 
G  z  Ihe 
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file  muftbe  his  ward;  upon  which  I  alked 
him  if  fhe  was  not  Mifs  Francis,  he  an- 
fwered,  ^'  Yes;"  I  then  went  up  to  fpeak 
to  her,  but  inftead  of  replying  to  the  com- 
pliment I  made^  Ihe  flung  herfelf  into  a 
chair  in  the  room  we  were  got  into,  and 
fainted  away. 

Alarmed  at  this,  I  called  the  land- 
lady to  her  affiftance,  and  fhe  a  little  re- 
vived j  but  continuing  to  fall  from  one 
fainting  fit  to  another,  I  advifed  flie  might 
be  put  to  bed;  Burly  would  have  gone 
with  her,  but  I  forcibly  witheld  him,  think- 
ing fbe  would  rather  chiife  to  be  attended 
by  perfons  of  her  own  fex ;  accordingly 
(he  was  carried  up  flairs,  and  thatmotion 
brought  her  enough  to  herfelf  to  demand 
of  the  hoftefs  where  fhe  was,  and  my  name; 
having  received  an  anfwer,  flie  faid  to  the 
woman,  Oh!  dear,  good  madam,  if  you 
have  any  compaflion  for  a  diftrefl^ed  crea- 
ture, help  me  to  the  fpeech  of  Sir  Charles 

Fare- 
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Farewell,  unknown  to  the  wretch  that 
brought  me  liCre;  you  mgy  perceive  by  the 
figure  I  make,  that  it  was  againft  my  con- 
fent."  She  then  told  the  woman,  what 
her  father  had  been  to  our  family. 

The  landlady,  hearing  this,  came  to 
me,  who  was  difcourfing  with  the  guardi- 
an, and  faid,  *^  There  has  been  an  affair 
happened  concerning  one  of  your  honour's 
fervants,  fmce  you  came  to  Windfor,  that 
I  would  be  glad  to  acquaint  your  honour 
with,  if  you  would  give  me  leave."  Upon 
this  I  left  the  room,  and  flie  kept  in  fight 
of  it,  w^iilft  the  related  what  Mifs  Francis 
had  faid.  Hearing  this,  I  began  to  ima- 
gine  fhe  muft  have  fome  very  urgent  rea- 
fon  for  making  fuch  a  requeft;  and  defired 
the  hoftefs  to  tell  Burly  (if  he  afieed  for 
her)  that  flie  would  not  diilurb  her;  and 
that  (he  would  herfelf  attend  Mifs  Francis 
a  back  way  to  Mrs.  Moreton's,  where  my 
wife  was,  who  would  hear  wliat  fhe  had  to 
G  3  fay. 
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fay.  With  thefe  orders  and  a  guinea,  1 
/.Ufpatqhed  the  woman,  having  wrote  a  note 
to  inform  my  wife  who  the  ft  ranger  was, 
and  to  beg  her  to  detain  her  rill  I  return- 
ed. 

I  examined  Eurly  as  to  the  occafion 
of  his  ward's  diforder,  and  he  rephed— 
She  is  a  perverfc  huffy,  and  refufes  to 
marry  the  man  I  have  chofe  for  her^  (lie 
had  got  alfo  into  an  improper  acquaint- 
ance;  I  Went  to  fetch  her  to  my  houfe  in 
order  to  introduce  her  into  a  more  reputa- 
ble one;  when  fne  oppofed  my  defign,  and 
would  not  fufFer  herfelf  to  be  dreffed  in  a 
manner  proper  for  a  journey;  and  thefe 
fits  are  all  an  air  to  delay  it."  I  then  de- 
manded from  whence  they  came  fo  early; 
he  anfwered,  From  Henly/'  Not  con- 
tent with  this  reply,  I  ftepped  to  the  hofl- 
efs,  and  ordered  her  to  enquire  of  his 
coachman,  how  far  his  mafter  had  come 
this  morning 3  and  to  return'her  anfwer  in 

writing. 
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writing,  for  I  did  not  cluife  to  leave  the 
guardian  long.     The  officious  landlady 
execiued  my  commiflion,  andfent  in  thefc 
1  ines  fealed  up,  when  I  rang — 

In  obedience  to  your  honour's  com« 
.jmands,  I  have  afted  the  coachman,  and 
he  fays  he  fet  out  about  twelve  laft  night, 
and  drove  thirty  miles  without  baiting; 
and,  moreover,  that  the  lady  was  forced 
into  the  chaife^  Ihe  is  now  fafe  at  Mrs* 
Moreton's." 

Upon  perufing  this  note,  I  perceived 
Burly  had  deceived  me;  and  his  whole 
behaviour  being  very  fufpicious,  I  was  im- 
patient to  hear  Mifs  Francis's  account  of 
bis  proceedings,  yet  could  not  tell  how  to 
leave  him,  till  I  thought  of  introducing 
the  topic  of  Canning  and  Squires,  having 
luckily  in  my  pocket  the  pamphlets,  which 
are  both  faid  to  contain  authentic,  though 
I  find  give  quite  contrary  accounts  of  that 
G  4  intri' 
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intricate  affair.  Thefe  I  gave  him  to  pe- 
rufe,  and  begged  he  would  give  me  his 
opinion  of  them  when  I  returned,  as  I  was 
obhged  to  enquire  into  the  behaviour  of 
the  fervant  the  good  woman  complained 
of;  this  was  about  nine  o'clock,  and  he 
was  deiirous  of  waking  his  ward,  and 
purfuing  his  journe)^;  but  I  told  him, 
if  he  offered  to  difturb  her  till  noon,  I 
fhould  think  he  had  a  defign  of  injuring 
her  health,  and  fhould  refent  it;  upon 
which  he  promifed  not  to  call  her  till 
I  thought  proper,  and  I  believe  had  no 
notion  of  ray  fufpicions. 

*^  When  I  had  fixt  him  to  reading,  I 
came  here  and  found  Mifs  Francis  con- 
verfing  with  my  v/ife;  to  whom  (he  had 
began  to  relate  her  ftory,  which  I  dc- 
fired  her  to  continue?  upon  which  flie 
faid,  "  When  (he  was  fixteen,  her  guar- 
dian removed  her  from  fchool,  and  being 
a  widower,  put  the  management  of  his 

family 
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family  under  her  direction  for  a  year, 
and  then  recommended  a  nephew  of  his 
for  ahufband^  biitfhe,  knowing  this  young 
fellow  to  be  an  abandoned  libertine,  re- 
fufed  to  accept  of  him,  and  was  continu- 
ally teized  by  lus  uncle  upon  that  head, 
till  (he  pofitively  told  him  flie  never  would 
comply  with  bis  requeft ;  which  fo  enrag- 
ed him,  that  he  fent  her  to  board  at  a 
poor  cottage  in  Oxfordfhire,  with  a  fe- 
male relation,  who  was  a  dependant  up- 
on him.  Here  (he  was  kept  a  clofeprifon- 
er,  and  the  ufe  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper  de- 
nied her,  never  being  permitted  to  ftir 
out  of  the  fight  of  the  woman  who  had 
the  care  of  her. 

After  paffing  a  month  In  tliis  man- 
ner, in  which  time  (he  had  feen  the  face 
of  no  human  creature  but  her  governefs, 
and  a  little  girl,  that  was  kept  for  her 
fervant:  her  guardian  came  to  make  her  a 
vifit^  and  contrary  to  her  expedations, 
i  :  .  G  5  behaved 
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behaved  to  her  with  great  lenity,  never 
Tnentioning  his  nephew  the  firft  day  of 
his   arrival;  which  encouraged  her,  on 
the  following  one,  to  beg  him  to  remove 
her  from  the  confinement  fhe  was  under; 
faying,  fhe  found  it  as  prejudicial  to  her 
health,  as  to  her  peace  of  mind.    In  an- 
fwerto  this  requed,  he  declared  it  was 
quite  againft  his  inclinations  to  give  her 
any  uneafinefs^on  the  contrary,  fiid  he, 
I  would  gladly  purchafe  your  affeftion, 
at  the  price  of  all  I  am  worth.  She  replied, 
it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  gain  her 
efteem,  as  he  muft  be  fenfible  by  her  be- 
haviour to  him,  before  he  urged  her  to 
marry  his  nephew,  (he  regarded  and  obey- 
ed him  as  a  parent^  and  if  he  would  be  fo 
kind  never  more  to  importune  her  upon 
that  fubjeft,  flie  fhould  ever  have  fuch 
an  affeftion  for  him  as  he  dtfired. 

Can  you  then  love  me,  my  dear  Jenny  ? 
J  (hall  indeed,  refped  you  as  a  father, 

though 
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tKoiigh  I  never  can  as  an  uncle  :  Well ! 
polTibly  I  may  indulge  your  humour, 
but  then  you  muft  hearken  to  ahother 
propofition  which  I  have  to  make;  I 
love  you,  my  dear  girl,  as  well  as  ever 
your  father  did,  though  I  am  not  fo  old 
as  he,  my  dear,  and  think  as  you  are  of 
age  to  refleft  upon  the  fituation  of  your 
affairs,  it  is  proper  you  fhould  no  longer 
be  ignorant  of  the  purport  of  his  will, 
which  I  have  brought  a  copy  of  for  your 
perufal;  you  perhaps  don't  know  that  he 
made  me  fole  executor,  and  left  you  en- 
tirely  at  my  difpofal,  both  as  to  your  per* 
ton  and  fortune  y  for,  provided  you  mar- 
ry againft  my  confent,  you  cannot  com- 
mand a  Ihilling,  the  whole  in  that  cafe 
he  has  bequeathed  to  me,  and  my  heirs/* 

She,  greatly  aftonifhed  at  this  intelli- 
gence, fufpe<3:ed    the  truth  of  it,  and 
cricd^    It  is  impoffifele  my  father  ibould 
G  6  in 


jjz       The    stage  COACH. 

inhisfenfes,  make  £b  abfurda  dirpofition 
of  his  effefts;  you  cannot  imagine,  if  I 
am  capable  of  refledion,  as  you  fay,  that  I 
can  credit  fuch  an  unnatural  ftory."  *^My 
dear,*'  replied  he,  ^'  I  am  not  furprized 
at  your  difcrediting  my  bare  word  in 
fuch  an  affair,  but  here  it  is  proved  in 
black  and  white,'*  (hewing  her  a  parch- 
ment which  (he  eagerly  fnatched  out  of  his 
h^nd,  and  to  her  great  concern,  was  con* 
vinced  he  had  not  alferted  a  falfity.  Vex- 
ation tied  her  tongue,  whilll:  his  weatan, 
^'  My  dear  Jenny,  you  cannot  nowquefti- 
on  my  veracity;  however,  this  difpofition 
is  not  fo  vm  accountable  as  you  feem  to 
imagine,  your  father  knew  what  he  did.; 
and  being  delirous  of  an  alliance  with  me, 
no  doubt  took  this  method  to  procure 
it.  Yet,  1  muil  own,  if  he  had  not 
been  well  affurcd  ofmy  honePcy,  he  would 
have  been  to  blame  to  throw  fuch  a  temp^ 
tation  in  my  way :  fome  guardians  would 
have  taken  the  advantage  of  en^r  filing 

the 
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the  money,  by  refifting  every  match  that 
offered, and  kept  you  upon  the  annuity 
which  you  fee  I  am  to  pay  you  whea 
you  come  of  age.  - 

I  fee  no  fuch  thing;'*  returned  flie, 
neither  can  I  tell  how  to  look  over  that 
cruel  parchment.  He  then  direded  her 
eyes  to  a  part  that  exprefled,  if  fhe  relufed 
any  huftand  her  guardian  ftiould  pru- 
dently recommend  to  her,  and  chofe  ta 
remain  fmgle,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  was  to  pay  her  forty  pounds  a  ye  ar 
during  her  natural  hfe;  which,  at  her 
death,  was  to  revert  to  him  and  his  heirs* 
The  tears  ftreaming  at  this,  he  wiped 
them  off  as  they  fell,  and  laid,  You  per- 
ceive the  extent  of  my  power,  but  I  have 
more  generofity  than  to  defire  you  to  live 
unmarried  upon  that  account ;  and  would 
have  beilowed  you  upon  my  nephew 
merely  to  put  you  into  poiieffion  of  what 
the  la.w  will  entitle  me  ^to^  if  you  were 

ralhly 
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raihly  to  engage  in  wedlock  without  my 
approbation.    But  fince  I  find  you  can* 
not  be  bi-ought  to  approve  him,  if  you 
will  agree  to  another  propofal,  1  will  in- 
fiantly  furrender  up  your  father's  efFeas 
to  you."  ^'  And  what  is  that  pray?''  faid 
fhe.  ^'  A  very  eafy  talk/'  anfwered  Burly, 
it  is  but  to  love  a  man  fome  years  elder 
than  yourfelf,  who  doats  upon  you  to  dif- 
traction."      It  is  notfo  eafy  atafk  as  you 
imagine,"  replied  his  ward,     to  love  an  ut- 
ter ftranger;  but  if  you  w  ill  take  take  me 
from  this  place^  and  bring  me  acquainted 
with  the  perfon  you  recommend,  1  (hall 
be  better  abie  to  give  youmy  fentiments." 
*^Imufthavethem,"  returnedhe,  before 
you  quit  this  houfe,  fmce  you  are  no  ftran- 
ger to  me,  my  dear,  though  your  inexperi- 
ence, and  regarding  me  as  much  older  than 
1  am,  has  kept  you  fo  to  my  paffionforyou, 
•which  was  the  occafion  of  my  .mentioning 
my  nephew;  thinking  if  you  rejeded  fo 
young  a  man;  you  might  poffibly  not  be 

averfe 


The    stage    C  O  A  C  PL  135 

averfe  from  me;  what  fay  you?  can  you  have 
gratitude  enough  to  bellow  your  afFedion 
upon  me^  who  would  part  from  my 
whole  fortune  to  obtain  it  ?  I  infift  upofi 
your  anfwer.'^ 

His  ward,  alarmed  at  thi^  fpeech,  and  the 
freedom  with  which  he  forced  a  kifs  from 
her,  knew  not  what  to  reply  ^  fhe  feared 
to  exafperate  him  by  a  peremptory  denial, 
and  yet  could  not  endure  the  thoughts  of 
paffing  her  days  with  a  man,  in  whom, 
not  withftanding  an  appearance  of  outward 
fanftity,  (he  had  difcovered  great  tur- 
pitude of  morals ;  for,  as  to  the  dif- 
parity  of  years,  flie  folemnly  declares, 
that  would  have  been  no  objedion  to  her, 
deftitute  as  ftie  thought  herfelf  of 
friends;  fhe  remained  filent,  till  he  preffed 
her  again  to  reply;  flie  then  plucked  up 
the  courage  to  fay,  I  have  heard  youfo 
often  proteft  againft  marrying  again,  that 
I  am  at  a  lofs  to  know  whether  you  are 

ia 
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in  jeft  cr  earncft,  but  I  hope  the  former; 
and  (hould  tliink  myfelf  extremely  obii- 
ged  to  you,  if  you  would  not  infill:  upon 
my  faying  more,  than  that  I  have  no  de- 
lire  to  become  a  wife,  and  had  much 
rather  live  upon  the  annuity  fpecified  in 
that  unkind  wilL'^ 

I  cannot  blame  you/'  anfwered  he 
fcr  being  defnous  cf  preferving  your  li- 
berty, and  .liave  too  great  an  affection  for 
you,  10  feek  to  deprive  you  of  it;  but 
we  can  love,  my  dear  girl,  without  en- 
tering into  bonds.;  what  I  propofe  would 
render  me  happy,  whilft  you  fhould  re- 
main free,  and  abfalute  miftrefs  of  my 
heart,  and  the  money  your  father  left, 
every  farthing  of  which  I  witl  generoufly 
refign  into  your  own  power,  the  mom.er^ 
you  confent  to  live  with  me  as  I  delire ; 
explaining  himfelf more  fully,  £he  per* 
ceived  to  her  inexprelTible  amazement, 
he  foliclted  her  to  became  his  miftrefs; 

which 
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which  (he  refented  fo  highly  at  to  call 
him  villain.  He,  not  daunted  at  this, 
repeated  the  odious  propofal,  telling  her 
he  apprehended  her  chief  objection,  was 
endangering  her  reputation  in  the  eye  of 
the  world ;  but,  to  fecure  that,  he  had 
concerted  the  following  fcheme. 

My  nephew,  faid  he,  entirely  de- 
pends upon  my  bounty,  and  would  be 
ready  to  con  fen  t  to  any  propofition  by 
which  he  might  be  a  gainer;  he  has  late- 
ly difobliged  me,  but  I  would  forgive 
him,  and  part  from  five  hundred  pounds 
to  convey  him  to  a  diftant  part  of  the 
world,  from  whence  he  (liall  engage  never 
to  return  to  moled  us,  provided  you  will 
but  fuffer  the  form  of  matrimony  to  pafs 
between  you;  and  the momentthe  cere- 
mony  is  performed,  he  fhall  bid  adieu 
to  us :/ 1  will  have  a  deed  of  gift  drawn 
up,  in  which  he  fliall  make  over  your 
fortune  to  your  difpofal,  ready  for  him 

to 
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to  fign,  the  inftant  the  perfon  has  given 
you  a  right  to  his  name;  you  and  I 
may  retire  to  this  private  village  for  a 
few  weeks^  and  then  ret  urn  to  my  houfe 
as  my  niece^  and  no-body  can  be  fur- 
prized  at  your  living  with  me  during 
your  hufband's  abfence,  or  of  my  fond- 
nefs  for  his  wife;  who,  it  flhall  be  given 
cutis  gone  to  fea.  By  this  method  you 
may  keep  up  appearances  amongft  your 
acquaintance,  and  lead  a  life  of  freedom, 
eafe,  and  pleafure.'* 

To  this  fhe  replied,  that  could  he 
beflow  the  treafures  of  the  eaft  up- 
on fuch  terms,  fhe  would  rejed  them 
with  abhorrence,  and  lliould  prefer  a  life 
of  indigence  and  innocence  to  being 
bis,  now  flie  was  acquainted  with  his 
principles,  even  in  a  legal  v/ay,  and  beg- 
garj  would  be  her  choice,  rather  than 
talive  with  the  moft  agreeable  man  upon 
earth  in  a  criminal  one.    This  anfwer  oc- 

cafioned 
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cafioned  a  reply  from  him^  which  as  it 
conliiled  of  ridiciUe  onvirtue^  and  liber- 
tine expreffions,  I  will  not  repeat* 

Finding  jfhe  was  not  to  be  influenced 
in  his  favour  by  fuch  arguments,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  threats,  and  told  her,  if  fhe  ] 
would  not  comply  with  his  defire,  he 
would  make  ufe  of  the  authority  her 
father  had  bequeathed  him,  and  deprive 
her  of  the  liberty  of  converfing  with  any 
other  man.  She  declared,  (he  would  fub- 
mit  to  any  confinement,  rather  than  be 
his  upon  any  terms ;  and  flung  out  of  the 
ro^Jm,  proceeding  immediately  to  her 
chamber;  whither  the  woman,  under 
whofe  care  he  had  put  her,  followed.  • 

She  flipped  off  thedrefs  (hehadbeen 
in,  and  put  on  the  difhabille  w^hich  (he 
ufually  wore  in  a  morning,  venting  many 
bitter  exclamations  againft  the  treachery 
of  her  guardian,  and  earneftly  imploring 

his 
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his  coufin's  affiftance  to  efcape  from  the 
houfe  in  the  night,  laying,  flie  would  wan- 
der about  till  fome  good  Chriftian  afforded 
her  a  place  of  refuge,  and  was  afraid  of 
nothing  fo  much  as  remaining  in  his  pow- 
er. Shewas  fo  importunate  with  the  wo- 
man to  aid  her  in  her  efcape,  that  (he  an- 
fwered,  {he  w^ould  willingly  connive  at  itj 
but  if  Burly  knew  flie  was  acceflary  to  it, 
he  would  ruin  her,  for  (he  depended  upon 
him  for  the  bread  flie  eat;  yet  if  ihe  would 
Hay  till  he  was  gone,  and  could  contrive 
any  w^ay  to  get  out  of  the  houfe  without 
acquainting  her  with  her  defign,  flie  would 
promife  not  to  apprize  him  of  her  efcape, 
till  fheihould  inform  her  flie  was  in  afecurc 
afylum. 

Her  guardian,  who  had  liftened  at  the 
door,  and  over-heard  this  conference,  now 
burft  into  the  room,  faying,  with  a  frown, 
to  his  coufm,  I  will  give  you  the  in- 
formation you  require^  when  I  have  her  ia 

$L  place 
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a  place  of.fafety,  which  I  hope  will  be  in 
four  and  twenty  hours;  for  fmce  I  know 
both  your  minds,  I  am  determined  p  part 
you."  The  moon  fliining  very  bright,  he 
ordered  his  fervant  to  put  to,  whilil  Mifs 
Francis  abandoned  herfelfto  lamentations, 
and  put  up  ejaculacory  prayers  to  Heaven 
for  protection;  his  coufin  implored  his 
pardon,  and  depreciated  the  wrath  he  de- 
nounced againfl  her,  for  encouraging  his 
ward  to  elope.  As  loon  as  his  chaife  was 
ready,  he  took  her  up  in  his  arms,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  her  entreaties,  that  he  would 
at  leaft  ftay  till  it  was  light,  or  permit  his 
coufin  to  go  with  her,  and  placed  her  in 
the  chaife,  not  waiting  till  fhe  could 
change  her  drefs.  She  faid,  they  never 
flopped  till  ihey  arrived  at  Windfor,  when 
the  coachman  declared  he  would  go  no 
further  without  baiting.  This,  ma'am,  is 
the  ftory  Mifs  Francis  has  juft  been  relating 
to  us;  I  think  it  a  duty  incumbent  upon 
me  to  afford  her  protection,  and  am  de- 
termined 
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termined  to  oblige  her  guardian  to  pro- 
duce her  father's  will;  as  I  find  finifter 
means  has  been  uied  both  to  deprive  her 
of  her  fortune  and  her  virtue." 

Sir  Charles  now  faid,  he  thought  it 
was  lime  to  return  to  the  inn,  left  the 
guardian  fhould  be  impatient  to  fee  his 
charge,  and  imagined  it  would  be  no  diiii- 
cult  matter,  after  his  journey  and  watching, 
to  lull  him  to  fleep,  by  prevailing  with 
him  to  drink  a  little  freely;  and  by  thai: 
means  they  might  gain  time  to  remove  the 
voun^v/oman  out  of  his  reach.  He  then 
returned  to  Burly,  with  whom  he  fiaid  an 
hour,  and  plied  himfo  clofely  with  cham- 
paign, a  liquor  he  was  extremely  fond  of, 
that  he  foon  effecled  his  defign,  and  had 
him  put  to  bed.  When  he  came  back  to 
us,  he  found  Mr.  Moreton  ready  to  receive 
him,  who  came  from  town  in  order  to  dine 
with  him.    To  that  gentleman,  who  was  a 

coun- 
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counfellor,  he  imparted  the  cafe  of  Mlfs 
Francis,  and  he  advifed  that  Lady  Fare- 
well fliould  perfuade  her  to  chufe  ano- 
ther'guardian  immediately,  as  no  time  was 
to  be  loft,  and  he  was  ready  to  adjuft 
the  ceremonials  of  that  affair.  The  young 
lady  beijig  made  acquainted  with  this  pro- 
pofition,  was  highly  pleafed  with  it,  and 
having  had  fome  hours  fleep  arofe,  and 
before  a  proper  number  of  witnefles,  in 
due  form,  made  choice  of  Sir  Charles;  who 
declared  he  would  bring  Burly  to  account 
-for-  the  will,  and  the  difpofition  of  Mifs 
Francis's  effefts. 

By  the  tune  this  affair  was  fettled,  it 
was  four  o'clock,  and  Sir  Charles  would 
not  fit  down  with  us  to  dinner,  till  he  had 
been  at  the  inn  to  enquire  after  Burly, 
whom  he  found  juft  rifen  from  bed,  and 
preparing  to  depart;  on  fight  of  Sir  Charles, 
heafkedifhe  thought  Mifs  Francis  was 
not  by  this  time  fufficiently  refted  ?  Sir 

Charles 
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Charles  replied,  1  hope  Ihe  is;  but  I 
came  lo  inform  3^011,  that  you  will  have  no 
more  occafion  to  take  a  midnight  ramble 
with  her,  fince  (he  is  fafely  lodged  with  the 
wife  of  her  guardian." 

<^  What  do  you  mean^  Sir  Charles.?'' 
faidhe.  I  mean/'  returned  he,  that, 
as  fhe  has  made  choice  of  me  for  herguar- 
dian,  fhe  fhali  be  protected  againft  the  vile 
attempts  of  a  man  who  has  too  long  im- 
pofed  upon  the  world,  and  would  have 
ruined  an  innocent  orphan  committed  to 
his  care,  had  not  Providence  fent  her  a  de- 
liverer inme^  but  be  afliired,  Burly,  I  will 
difcharge  the  truft  fhe  has  repofed  in  me, 
and  fecure  heragainft  your  frauds  for  the 
future.'"  At  this  fpeech  Burly  fwore 
and  raved  like  a  madman,  but  Sir  Charles 
fending  for  Mr,  Moreton,  gave  him  fuffici- 
ent  demonfcration  of  what  he  had  aflerted^ 
upon  which,  after  having  beflowed  many 
bitter  execrations  on  Mifs  Francis,  he  faid, 

though 
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Though  he  could  not  fecure  her 
perfon,  he  would  her  fortune.      That  we 
{hall  try/'  replied  Sir  Charles,  *  4  am  deter- 
mined, let  the  affair  be  attended  with 
^ver  fo  much  expence,  to  expofe  to  all 
the  world  fuch  villanious  proceedings/' 
Ending  thefe  w-ords  he  lefchim,  and  up- 
,on  his  return  to  us,  made  this  report :  he 
lays,  he  believes,  he  fliall  have  a  good 
deal  of  trouble  to  make  him  refund  her 
property,   but  is  refolved  to  profecute 
the  affair  to  the  utmxoft,    I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  defcribe  the  joy  that  appeared  in 
Mifs  Francis's  countenance  at  this  in- 
telligence, or  the  gratitude  ftie  expreffed 
to  Sir  Charles  and  his  lady.    They  are 
bring  her  to  town  with  them  in  a  few 
days,  and  then  you  w^ill  fee  her,  and  hear 
the  further  proceedings  of  her  prefent 
guardian  and  Burly.    I  fhould  have  been 
at  home  by  dinner,  if  I  had  not  had  a 
great  defire  to  fee  the  young  creature 
out  of  her  trouble.'^ 

Vol.  III.         H  Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Jeflbn  having  concluded  the 
ftory,  the  colonel  applauded  the  generous 
and  refolute  behaviour  of  the  baronet,  and 
then  gave  her  Mr.  HinfunVs  hiftory,  and 
then  to  her  great  fatisfaclion  informed 
her,  that  the  legacy  which  Mrs.  Goldfon 
received  was  very  confiderable,  and  dif- 
courfcd  fome  time  upon  that  fubjeft; 
but,  as  I  imagine  the  perufal  of  this  long 
chapter  may  have  had  the  fame  efFecl 
upon  the  reader,  the  j  ourney  had  upon 
the  ladies,  I  will  clofe  it,  wifliing  him 
the  mayor  of  Norwich's  toaft,  a  hon 
repos. 


C  H  AV./i 
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7* wo  Letters  and  one  Wedding. 

AT  this  juncture  Mr.  Manly  had  ao 
lefs  than  three  families  impati- 
ently expecting  to  fee  him,  and  would 
willingly  have  obliged  thern  all;  he  in- 
tended to  have  waited  on  Mifs  Murrelk 
upon  her  return  from  Eaton^  if  the  fol-  - 
lowing  letter  had  not  demanded  his  pre- 
fence  in  another  place. 

TO  ViLLIAM    MANLY,  Es-Q^ 

Jez^ruefahm  Coffee  Houfe^ 

SIR, 

TT  OP  I  N  you  win  not  Idc  oiended 
if  I  lliood  go  beyon  my  latitude 
in  given  you  this  trubell,  I  fend  this 
H2  with 
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with  my  fervis  to  let  you  knowe  my  fa* 
ther  fays  he  will  not  put  in  his  ore  ^  but 
fms  I  am  not  mindded  to  mary  for 
iuker,  I  may  flere  what  coarfe  I  fee  fit- 
ten,  fo  I  purpufs  to  be  mared  to  mor- 
row morning  to  Peggy,  at  her  parrifne 
church,  and  Ihood  be  glad  if  you  wood 
come  and  be  her  father  as  you  promifl. 
I  haled  the  parfon  yefterday  when  he 
was  rigged  and  fetting  fale  'or  Lambeth^ 
and  he  fays  he  will  keep  a  look  out 
for  us  by  elevin.  I  hop  to  fee  you  by 
that  tim;  if  fo  be  your  mind  as  chopt 
about,  be  pleefd  to  let  us  know,  that  I 
may  get  another  father. — The -old  gen- 
tllevvomman  and  Peggy  fend  tliere  com- 
mandations,  all  from 

Your  honourd  frend  tel  deth. 

And  moft  obedant  fervant, 

Timothy  Hardy. 


Inelegant 
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Inelegant  as  this  epille  may  nppear, 
Mr.  Maiily  had  conceived  fo-  great  am 
©pinion  of  the  blunt  honefty,.  and  other 
valuable  qualities  of  the.  inditr^r,  that  he 
attended  him  and  his  bride  to  church  the 
next  morning,  and  returned  with  them 
and  their  mother  to  dine  at.  the  houfe  of 
the  latter;  when  he  prefented  Mrs.  Har- 
dy Y/ith  a  handfome  piece  of  plate,  -and 
Ibme  few  precepts,  calculated  for  the 
ftate  Ihe  was  entered  into. 

After  dinner  Mr.  Manly  begged  leave 
to  make  an  excurfion  to  Colonel  Jeflbn's, 
engaging  to  return  to  fupper.  When  ha 
arrived  there^  as  he  found  none  of  the 
family  at  home,^  he  retired  to  a  coffee- 
houfc,  from  whence  he  wrote  this  letter. 

MISS  MURRELLS^  &C. 

XT^  O  U  are  not,  dear  madatn,  th& 
A   firftfair  lady  who  has  been  de- 
ll 3  c^ved 
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ceived  by  the  appearance  of  a  ribbon,  in 
ro  a  falfe  opinion  of  the  wearer:  but  I 
coiild  have  informeci  you  if  you  was  not 
become  fuch  a  goiTip^  that  the  perfou 
w  ho  caufed  your  late  alarm^  w\is  not  the 
recrearit  knight^  you  have  fo  much  rea- 
fon  to  dread  and  defpife,  but  one  of  a 
more  gentle  order^  who  has  underppne  as 
heavy  a  penance^  in  a  long  exile  from  his 
obdurate  fair  and  native  country,  as  any 
iHuftricus  hero  that  owes  his  being  to  ro- 
mance. This  extraordinary  gentleman 
I  have  had  an  interview  with,  which  has 
furnifhed  me  with  materials  for  a  confer- 
ence with  you  upon  my  return  from 
Hampftead,  whither  I  am  obliged  to  go 
lo-morrow.  1  fhould  have  imparted  this 
intelligence  in  the  morning,  had  not  I 
been  engaged  in  the  agreeable  ofEce  of 
giving  IMifs  Hill  to  an  honeft  and  fui- 
table  hufband.  I  hope  the  time  is  approach- 
ing when  you  will  permit  me  the  like 

honour 
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honour,  and  that  you  will  believe  me, 
when,  with  great  fmcerity,  I  proteil  no 
parent  would  receive  more  iatlsfadlion 
in  properly  difpofing  of  a  deferving  and 
beloved  child,  than  you  would,  in  that 
cafe^.  confer  upon. 

Dear  Madam, 

Your  faithful  friend, 
And  mod  obedient  fervant, 

Wm.  Manly. 

This  epiftle  he  difpatched  to  the  colo- 
nel's,  and  returned  to  the  bridal  houfe, 
in  which  he  pafled  the  evening  much  to 
his  fatisfaftion ;  prognofticating  the  fu- 
ture happinefs  of  the  new  married  pair, 
from  the  fimilitude  and  honeft  fimplicity 
of  their  difpofitioas.  He  aiked  the  bride  - 
groom where  he  intended  to  reiide?  and 
was  anfwered,  If  P^ggy  likes  on't,  I 
H  4  would 
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would  anchor  at  Deptford,  feeing  my 
uncle  left  me  a  tight  hoiife  there, 
ready  rigged 3  for  though  my  land- 
lies  near  my  father,  I  don't  like  to  keep 
a  long  fide  of  him^  becaufe  mayhap 
v/e  may  fquabble. 

What  far  you  fweetheartr"  turning, 
to  the  bride. 

Pray  don^t  be  flume  faccd^  butfpcak 
your  mind  afore  your  father  here.*' 

She  replied,  his  choice  of  a  fituatioa 
to  live  upon  would  be  agreeable  to  her. 

Now  that's  kind  and  hearty/'  faid 
the  tar,  ^'  mefs !  I  would  go  all  the  world 
over  for  your  fake  3  nay,  I  would  ven- 
ture the  north  eaft  palTage;  but  feeing 
you  like  I  Hiouid  turn  landfman,  Fll 
live  at  Deptford/' 


Mrs. 
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Mrs.  ^  Ull  much  approved  of  that  fitua- 
tion  for  her  daughter,  and  Mr.  Manly 
\  bad  adieu  to  this  happy  family,  and  fet  out 
the  next  morning  early  in  his  coach  and 
fix,  with  his  fervants  in  new  liveries  for 
Hampflead, 


H  5       G  H  A  K 


V 
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CHAP.  XV. 

yujiice  Moody  makes  bis  Appear--, 
ance  in  Town. 

THE  occafion  of  Mr.  Manly's 
excurfion  as  mentioned  in  the 
preceeding  chapter,  was  to  fetch  Mr. 
Moodv,  his  fifter,  and  daughter  to  town, 
where  they  arrived^  and  were  fet  down 
at  his  houfe  before  dinner.  The  ladies 
v/ere  conduced  by  Mr.  Manly  into  the 
drawing  room,  whilft  the  juftice  amuf- 
ed  himfelf  wath  furveying  the  pidures  in 
one  adjoining;  his  abfence  afforded  the 
mafter  of  the  houfe  an  opportunity  of 
beginning  a  conference  with  Mifs  Moody, 
upon  a  very  interefting  fubjed,  which  he 
left  her  aunt  to  expatiate  on^  whilft  he 
went  to  the  juftice,  who  exprefled  great 
admiration  at  the  fplendour  of  hU  habita- 
tion^ 
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tion;  biitfald,  If  a  body  may  fpeak 
their  minds;  I  don't  much  fancy  one  of 
your  piftures?"  Mr.  Manly  aiked  which 
he  difliked. 

Why  there",  anfwered  he,  pointing 
to  Jofeph's  family  (a  piece  the  proprie- 
tor purchafed  in  Italy)  ''do  but  look  at 
that  young  woman,  how  homely  fhe  is 
drcffed,  and  what  an  ordinary  chair  fhe 
fits  on,  iTie  has  a  good  look  enough,  that 
fhe  has,  but  her  gown,  and  the  things 
about  her,  feem  as  if  fhe  lived  in  a  cot- 
tage; I  muft  needs  fay,  it  is  not  fit  to  be 
hung  in  fuch  a  handfo me  parlour ;  but 
I  fuppofe  fhe  was  nurfe  to  fome  friend  of 
yours,  and  fo  you  had  her  drawn  with  the 
child/^ 

*^  She  v/as  indeed,  fir,"  replied  Manly, 
nurfe  to  the  kindefl  and  mofl  potent 
friend  mankind  ever  had."    The  juflice 
not  comprehending  his  meaning,  he  ex- 
plained it  more  perfedly,  and  took  occa- 
H  6  £on 
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fion  from  the  old  gentleman's  opinion, 
to  expatiate  on  the  folly  of  thcfe  preju- 
dices the  generality  of  the  world  are  too 
apt  to  imbibe  againft  the  appearances  of 
poverty.  From  this  piece  he  direfted  the 
jufiice's  eyes  to  the  portrait  of  Herod, 
who  appeared  in  his  regal  robes  and  dig- 
nity; the  fight  of  which  infpired  him 
with  fuch  veneration,  that  he  cried. 
Aye!  this  is  fomething  like!  thi^ 
locks  grand!  I  warrant  thiswas  an  extra- 
ordinary clever  man." 

Be  pleafed,  fir,""  faid  Mr.  Manir 
to  turn  to  the  next  piece  which  will 
give  you  an  idea  of  his  character.''  Upon 
which  hecafthis  eyes  on  a  reprefentation 
of  the  llaughtered  innocents,  and  rough 
as  he  was  by  nature,  he  could  not  avoid 
(hewing  tokens  of  humanity,  and  exprefs- 
ing  concern  at  the  cruelty  there  exhibited, 
faying,  What  you  have  faid  is  right 
enough,  there  is  no  knowing  what  folks 

are 
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are  by  the  grandeur  of  their  fliow  ;  now, 
I  had  rather  be  Gil  Moody,  a  juftice  ia 
my  own  country,  than  be  a  king  of  alli 
his  lands,  and  have  fuch  a  bloody  bit  of 
Work  to  anfwer  for/' 

The  found  of  the  dinner  bell  broke 
off  their  conference,  and  they  adjourn*- 
cd  to  the  room  where  the  tablewas  fpread,. 
zt  the  upper  end  of  which  Mr.  Manly 
placed  the  juftke^s  lifter,  who  alked  foB 
hisneice. 

He  anfwered,  fhe  was  well,  and  he 
cxpefted  her  to  fpend  the  evening  with 
them.  Moody  hearing  this,  upon  the 
ladies  retiring  into  another  room,  faid  to 
Mr.  Manly,  "  I  thought,  Tquire,  I  was 
to  havj  met  Lee  here,  and  was  in  hopes 
to  have  made  up  matters  with  him,  but  if 
^rour  kinfwoman  comes^  fhe  may  put  us 
out  of  forts." 


Not 
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Not  at  ail,  on  the  contrary;  I  am 
perfuaded  you  will  like  her  company. 
However,  if  you  approve  of  it,  we  will 
liave  fome  converfation  with  Mr.  Lee. 
apart  from  the  ladies/* 

I  thiiiik  that  motion  may  be  very 
well,  for  you  muft  underftand,.  I  told 
all  my  neighbours  at  the  club,  and  the 
green,  that  I  was  going  up  to  London  to 
marry  my  daughter,  depending  upon 
your  getting  her  a  hufband  ;  and  1  fhould 
not  like  to  go  down  again  and  look  baulk- 
ed. However,  I  told  Rofe  yefterday, 
that  I  would  not  crofs  her,  and  if  Lee 
will  take  her,  acccidir.g  to  what  I  told 
you,  he  may/^ 

Whilfl:  the  juftice  was  haranguing  in 
thi-  manner,  Mr.  Lee  entered  the  room, 
and  teemed  a  good  deal  confufed  at  fight 
of  hin..  ^A' hen  the  old  gentleman  moved 
up  to  him 5  and  taking  him  by  the  hand, 

faid 
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faid,  I  am  glad  to  fee  you,  young  man  f 
I  was  a  little  hafty  when  I  was  lick  at 
fifter  Severn's,  but  I  can't  bear  malice  1 
why  you  have  not  had  ti^e  manners  to  aik 
after  Rofe." 

Lee,  amazed  at  this  behaviour,  could 
not  tell  how  to  reply,  or  whether  he 
meant  it  as  an  infult;  Mr.  Manly  obferv- 
inghis  perplexity,  and  fearing  if  he  be- 
trayed the  extreme  inclination  he  had 
to  obtain  her,  her  father  would  take  an 
improper  advantage  ofhispaffion,  and  not 
part  from  fuch  a  fortune  as  he  could  af- 
ford; faid  to  him,  am  much  lefs  fur- 
prized  than  Mr.  Moody,  at  your  filence 
upon  that  head;  you  have  met  with  fuch 
a  repulfe'from  him,  as  fufficiently  juftifieg 
the  withdrawing  your  thoughts  from  that 
lady,  deferving  as  (he  is." 

'^Sir,'^  replied  Lee,  ^^am  fofur—"  Mr/ 
Manly  would  not  permit  him  tofinifh  the. 

fentence. 
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fentence,    but   interrupted  him  with. 
Nay,  fir,  you  need  make  no  apology 
to  Mr.  Moody  for  obeying  his  com* 
mands/^ 

Here  Lee  attempted  to  fpeak  again, 
snd  was  again  prevented  by  his  friend, 
of  whom  he  knew  not  what  to  think. 

Your extradion, character, andincome/* 
continued  Manly,  we  well-know  might 
entitle  you  to  a  woman  of  as  good  fortune, 
without  waiting  for  a  reverfionj  Mn 
Moody  is  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  bargains  to  wonder,  after  he 
has  declined  the  offer  you  made,  which  h 
muft  own  was  too  generous  to  be  fofliled,. 
you  fhould  now  be  inclined  to  hearkea* 
toihe  prcpofal  I  made  you/* 

This  fpeech,  added  to  Lee's  aftonifh- 
tnent,  and  gave  the  old  gentleman  great 
offences  buthaving,  likemoft  tyrannical 
difpofitions,  an  inherent  cowardice  in  his, 
he  was  as  fupple  to  thof^  whofe  health 
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and  power  fet  them  above  his  authority,  as 
he  was  arrogantly  affumiiig  over  all  who 
were  lo  unhappy  as  to  be  placed  under 
his  jurifdiction, — That  he  did  not  pre- 
fume  to  ihew  his  refentinent  other vvife 
than  by  contracting  his  brow,  and  touch- 
ing the  belL  Mr.  Manly  demanded  the 
cccafion  of  that  motion* 

Only/'  foid  he,  to  fend  one  of 
your  men  to  get  a  coach,  for  T'lind  it 
grows  time  for  us  to  be  moving.'' 

If  youchufeit;"'  returned  Mr,  Man- 
ly, "  it  would  not  be  polite  to  detain  yon 
fir;  but  I  alTure  you^  I  fhali  not  fuffer  the 
ladies  to  quit  my  houfe  to  night;  I  believe 
you  don't  approve  of  my  propofal  to  Mr. 
Lee;  if  fo,  it  is  at  your  option  to  deter- 
mine whether  I  fliall  introduce  him  to 
the  ladies;  my  niece  is  v/ith  them.*^ 

I  beg,  fir,'*  faid  the  lover  to  Mr*.. 
Manly,   "  you  will  rather  permit  me  to 

depart^ 
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depart,  fince  Mr.  Moody  is  averfe  from 
my  being  admitted  into  the  fame  compa- 
ny with  his  daughter^  for  whofe  fake  I 
would  willingly  endure  any  mortification/^ 

No,  no;"faid  the  juftice,  I  an't 
againft  your  feeing  her,  the  Tquire  knows 
that;  I  can\  devife  what  makes  him  run 
on  in  this  out-of-the  w^ay  talk,  except  it 
be  to  try  my  patience;  but  Til  let  him  to 
know^  I  can  be  as  generous  as  he,  when  I 
am  in  the  mind;  fo  I  tell  you  flat  and 
plain,  if  you  like  Rofe  better  than  his 
kinfwoman,  you  may  have  her  if  you  will, 
and  fo  I  told  him,  whatever  he  means  by 
contradiding  me." 

Mr.  Lee  was  about  to  reply,  when  Mr. 
Manly  flopped  him;  I  aflure  you,  Mr. 
Moody,"  faid  he,  my  meaning  is  to  do 
you  fervice;  if  this  gentleman,  after  he 
has  feen  my  niece,  fhould  continue  to  pre- 
fer your  daughter,  I  hope  you  will  be  con- 
vinced 
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\inced  he  merits  more  with  her  than  your 
bare  confent.'^ 

Why,  did  I  not  tell  you  he  fliould 
have  fomething'with  her?'* 

But  you  never  told  him  fo.'^ 

Then  I  do  now.  Harkee,  young 
man,  if  you  can  make  it  appear  that  you 
have  got  as  many  pounds^  as  my  lifter  and 
Yquire  Manly  fays  you  have,  I  will  part 
with  feme  of  my  land,  and  you  {hall  fettle 
wJiat  I  pleafe  upon  the  girl. 

Mr.  Lee  uttered  a  profufion  of  rapturous 
acknowledgements  for  this  agreeable  pro- 
pofition,  and  protefted  he  would  agree  ta 
any  terms.  Mr.  Manly  having  gained  his 
point,  begged  leave  to  ftep  to  the  ladies, 
and  inform  them  of  the  refult  of  this  coa- 
ference. 


C  H  A 
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CHAP.  XV. 

The  yzijlice  in  a  Frtghty  and  reveals 
Secrete 

R»  Manly  returned  to  the  juftice 
X^'  A  and  Mr.  Lee,  in  lefs  than  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour^  handing  Mifs  Moody,  fol- 
lowed by  her  aunt^  he  prefented  the  young 
hdy  to  her  lover,  faying,  This  valua-^ 
ble  young  woman  is  the  only  niece  I  have 
in  the  world ;  and  fince  her  father  is  be- 
come fenfible  of  your  merit,  and  difpofed: 
to  reward  it,  what  I  engaged  to  give  her, 
when  I  propofed  the  match  at  Hampft^adp,. 
waits  your  acceptances'^ 

At  this  fpeecli  the  father  and  lover  caft 
their  eyes  upon  each  other,  and  feemed 
loll  in  amazement;  at  laft:  the  former 
moved  towards  his  fifter,  and  faid  to  her  in 
whifper,  Why,  fifter  Severn,  the  poor 
gentleman  muft  certainly  be  out  of  his 

head 
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liead ;  thefe  cut-of -the-way  things  can't 
hc\  Rofe,  his  kinfwoman,  qiiotha!  Can't 
■we  contrive  to  get  her  away  from  him^  and 
fteal  out  of  the  houfe?  for  I  don't  much 
chuCe  t©  contradict  him,  leaft  he  iliould 
fee  mifchievous.'* 

The  lady  returned  no  anfvver  to  this  but 
a  fmile;  Mr.  Lee  remained  motionlels 
with  aftoniihment  at  Mr.  Manly 's  behavi- 
our, and  perhaps  was  fomewhat  inclined 
to  impute  it  to  the  like  caufe;  however, 
jobferving  lefs  furprife  in  the  countenances 
of  the  ladies,  he  conjcflured  they  were 
not  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  waited  im- 
patiently for  an  e:5tplanation  of  thefe  am- 
biguities. 

Mr.  Manly,  remarking  the  perplexity 
he  had  defignedly  occafioned,  thought  it 
time  to  remove  it,  and  letting  go  Mifs 
Moody's  hand,  he  advanced  towards  her 
father,  who  had  feated  himfelf  fo  near  his 
filler,  as  to  be  flieltered  by  her  hoop ;  per- 
ceiving 
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cclving  the  gentleman's  approach,  he  fell 
into  a  tremour,  and,  with  great  reluftance, 
and  a  countenance  in  which  fear  was  vi- 
fibly  depifted,  he  was  prevailed  with  to 
give  him  his  hand ;  when  Mr.  Manly  told 
him,  if  he  would  favour  him  with  .his  at- 
tention, he  would  unravel  the  myftery^ 
The  juftice,'^fully  perfuaded  that  he  had 
not  the  ufe  of  his  feafon,  would  gladly 
have  avoided  any  further  converfation  with 
him,  but  the  dread  of  provoking  a  perfon 
in  the  condition  he  imagined  him  to  be, 
prevented  him  from  replying;  and  gently 
withdrawing  his  hand,  and  crouding  his 
chair  quite  behind  the  ladies,  he  fat  in 
fearful  expeftations  of  what  would  enfue. 
His  aftonifhment  encreafed  when  he  faw 
Mr.  Manly  prefent  Lee  to  his  fifter,  fay- 
ing, I  am  fure,  fir,  you  will  pay  your 
compliments  to  my  wife.'' 

Good  lack!"  faidthe  juftice,  jogging 
her  elbow,  do  but  hear  how  the  poor 
gendeman  raves!  I  pity  him,  poor  foulT* 

I  an2 


T  H  E    STAGE    C  O  A  G  H.  167 

'  I  am  forry,  brother,  you  have  fo  bad 
an  opinion  of  me,  as  tS  vent  fuch  an  ex- 
clamation ;  and  Ihould  rather  have  expect- 
ed your  congratulations,  and  acknowledge- 
ments of  the  honour  done  me  by  fuch  an 
alliance/' 

Hearing  this,  he  ventured  to  peep  un* 
der  her  arm,  and  to  look  at  Mr.  Manly, 
to  whom  he  faid,  What  a  fliame!  you 
arn't  married  together,  are  you?'' 

Indeed,  fir,  we  are;  and  have  been 
fome  time ;  and  fince  this  lady  has  done 
me  the  honour  to  make  choice  of  me  for  a 
.companion  for  life,  I  mull,  for  the  future, 
take  the  liberty  to  call  you  brother.'' 

Nay,  nay,  you  may  do  fo  if  you 
pleafe;  and  if  you  are  in  your  fober  fenfes, 
I  fhall  be  glad  to  claim  kindred  with  you : 
but  wherefore  did  you  make  fuch  a  fecret 
on't?  you  were  both  at  years  of  difcretion, 

my 


i63'     The   STAGE  COACH* 

my  filTer  there  is  fifty^  and  I  heard  you  fay 
you  were  nigh  upon  three  fcore,  fo  that 
nobody  could  gainfay  you,  if  you  thought 
fit  to  marry. 

Manly,  upon  this,  told  him  ho^v 
iie  became  acquainted  with  Iiis  lady,  and 
that  having  formerly  been  very  happy  in 
the  marriage  fiate,  he  was  defirous  of  fe- 
•curing  to  himfelf  the  company  of  a  prudent 
fenfible  friend,  which  he  thought  was  ne- 
ver  fo  likely  to  be  obtained  as  by  fuch  an 
affinity,  provided  there  was  not  too  great  a 
difparity  in  the  years  and<iifpofitions  -of  the 
parties.  That  the  privacy  he  had  obferv- 
ed,  was  occafioned  by  herrequeft,  V/ho 
thought  it,''  continued  he,  the  beft  me- 
thod to  procure  yourconfent  to  the  match 
>vith  Mn  Lee,  being  willing  he  (hould  owe 
that  rather  to  his  intrinfic  merit,  than  to 
the  fortune  which  I  fl:iail  beftow  upon  him; 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  put  his  conftancy 
and  her  duty  to  the  teft,  I  have  happily 
-  found 
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found  thefe  ends  anfwered,  and  heartily 
congratulate  you  on  the  proof  Mr.  Lee 
has  given  of  fuch  a  fincere  regard  for  your 
daughter,  as  opens  the  fairefl  profpeft  of 
happinefs;  and  likewife  on  the  young  la- 
dy's obedience,  who  has  voluntarily  fuf« 
fered  the  greateft  uneafinefs  of  mind,  in 
rejefting  the  fight  and  correfpondence  of 
fo  defervingand  efteemed  a  lover,  merely 
from  a  fenfe  of  duty :  for  I  folemnly  affure 
you-,  (he  was,  until  this  day,  ignorant  of 
her  relation  to  me,  and  my  intentions  in 
her  favour ;  which  Mrs.  Manly  and  I  ac- 
quainted her  with,  fincefhe  came  into  this 
houfe/* 

When  Mr.  Manly  related-thefe  particu- 
lars, the  lover  returned  him,  his  lady^  and 
the  juftice  thanks  in  the  moft  grateful 
terms ;  and  addrelTed  Mifs  Moody  in  a 
tender,  mod  eft,  and  fenfible  fpeech,  (de- 
void of  all  that  rant,  frequently  made  ufe 
of  upon  fuch  occafions,  and  wholly  unin- 
VoL.  III.  I  .  telligible 
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tclllgible  to  rational  beings)  tending  to 
inform  her  of  the  juft  fenfe  of  the  honour 
done  him,  and  promifing  his  endeavours 
to  promote,  as  much  as  lay  in  liis  power, 
their  mutual  eafe,  in  all  the  viciffitudes  to 
which  life  is  liable.  She  havingr  returned 
a  fuitable  anfwer,  Mr.  Manly  faid  to  her 
father,  ^'  I  muft  remind  you,  brother,  of 
demanding  a  further  proof  of  Mifs  Moo- 
dy's obedience,  by  infilling  upon  her  ap- 
pointing the  day  in  which  the  church  ce- 
remony fhall  be  performed;  a  \^ery  fliort 
time  will  be  neceffary  for  the  lawyer's  ad- 
jufling  the  materiality  of  the  contra6t,  and 
I  fhould  think  fome  day  next  week  would 
be  agreeable  to  Mr.  Lee." 

Doyouliear,  Rofej'^faid  the  juftice, 
what  your  new  uncle  fays?  will  you  be 
married  next  week? — I  wifh  you  w^ould, 
becaufe  I  ftiall  lofe  a  deal  of  the  otter  hunt- 
ing feafon,  if  I  don't  get  home  foon." 


Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Manly  perceiving  her  neiccfome- 
what  embarraffed  by  her  father's  blunt-  ~ 
nefs,  turned  to  him,   ^'  I  dare  believe,^-* 
fays  ftie,  ^'  Mifs  Moody  will  oblige  you 
come,  my  dear!  let  me  name  Thurfday 
feven  night.'* 

The  lover  joined  in  this  rcqueft  fb 
earneftly,  that  fne  v\^as  prevailed  with  to 
anfwer,    Juft  as  my  papa  pleafes/* 

Well^  I  do  pleafe,  and  I  wifh  it 
could  have  been  to-morrow;  for  I  know 
Sir  Revel  Rattle  is  dov/n,  and  he  and  his 
comrades  will  have  dedroyed  all  the  beafts 
before  I  fhall  be  able  to  have  any  fport.** 

This  affair  being  fettled,  Mr.  Manly  re- 
minded the  juftice  of  taking  his  pipe, 
which  he  had  not  called  for  fince  he  came 
to  town.  He  replied, If  you'll  fliow  me 
into  your  litdefmoaking  room,  I  don't  care 
if  Ido;  but  I  can't  fpit  and  fpawl  herd. 

I  z  in 
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in  King  David's  face/'  (Pointing  to  the 
carpet,  which  was  indeed  very  curious, 
though  the  figure  the  old  gentleman  was 
fo  cautious  of  offending,  was  not  a  re- 
prefentation  of  the  pfalmift,  but  Apollo, 
at  his  harp  in  a  grove.)  The  gentleman 
of  the  houfe  informing  him  that  he  had 
no  room  particularly  appropriated  to 
thatpurpofe,  prevailed  upon  him  to  make 
ufe  of  a  bafon,  and  purfue  his  ufual  cuf- 
tom.  Whilft  he  was  filling  his  pipe,  he 
lamented  the  lofs  of  his  tobacco  ftopper, 
which  he  faid  he  verily  believed  was  pick- 
ed out  of  his  pocket  by  the  highwayman, 
(as  he  called  the  fellow  that  knocked  him 
down.)  This  occafioned  Mn  Manly  to 
give  him  an  account  of  his  meeting  with 
the  gentleman  that  refcued  him,  and  the 
pleafure  he  exprelTed  upon  the  recovery 
of  his  feaU 

He  did  me  a  kindnefs,  to  be  certain,^ 
faid  the  juftice,    but  he  had  better  luck 

than 


T.HE    STAGE   GOACH.  jyj 

than  I,  in  lighting  upon  hl^  goods  again; 
I  am  afraid  I  fhail  never  lay  eyes  on  my 
bacco  ftopper,  which  I  value  becaufe  'tis 
made  of  a  queens-  Anne's  farthing,  that 
I  kept  for  ^antipathy  fake,  and  was  at 
the  charge  of  putting  a  filver  handle  to 
it,  with  my  name  writ  out  at  full  length/* 
Upon  this  Mr.  Manly  offered  him  the 
ufe  of  the  deer's  leg,  that  he  had  received 
from  Tim  ^  whofe  wedding  furnifhed  them 
with  converfation  till  the  lover  departed 
and  the  reft  of  the  company  retired  to 
reft. 

♦It  is  fuppofed  the juft ice  meant  antiquity.  f 
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C  H  A  P-  XV. 
A  Pacquet  of  News. 

WHILST   Mr.  Manly's  family 
are  repofing,  we    will  recount 
what  pafled  at  the  colonel's,  from  the 
time  Mifs  Murrells  received  his  letter, 
Avhich  was  delivered  to  her  at  her  return 
from  a  vifit  (he  had  made  with  Mrs.  Jef- 
fon  to  Mrs.  Goldfon  and  Mifs  Auger, 
who  intended  to  fet  out  for  the  country 
the  following  day.    The  contents  of  this 
epiftle,  which  llie  communicated  to  Mrs. 
Jeflbn,  caufed  various  conjeduresin  their 
minds;  (he  had  fome  notion  that  Mr. 
Truelove  might  be  the  perfon  alluded  to: 
yet  could  not  indulge  fuch  fanguine  ex 
peftations  as  Mr.  Manly  hinted  at;  fib 
thought  there  was  a  probability  of  tha 
gentleman's  being   returned,   and  that 
fome  cho^nce  might  have  thrown  him  in 

the 
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the  other's  way;  but  if  he  was  the  perfoa 
that  received  fuch  a-  repuUe  from  the 
eoloneFs  fervaiit,  fhe  feared  foine  time 
being  elapfed^  fince  that  afFairJiappened, 
and  no  further  enquiry  having  been  made 
whatever  favourable  intentions  he  had 
towards  her,  upon  his  firft  arrival,  fuch  a 
reception  and  the  accounts  he  muft  have 
heard  of  the  change  in  her  fituation  and 
eircumftances,  added  to  the  remembrance 
of  her  former  behaviour,  would  deter 
him  from  feeking  to  renew  his  acquaint- 
ance with  her.  *  So  far,  therefore,  from 
being  pleafed  with  this  account,  it  afford-  * 
ed  her  great  uneafinefs,  andferved  to  re- 
vive ideas  in  her  mind,  that  (he  had  long 
been  endeavouring  to  erafe,  and  to  banifli 
that  tranquility  which  the  treatment  of  thc^ 
colonel  and  his  lady  had  occafioned. 

After  paffing  a  reftlefs  night,  and  whilft 
flie  was  in  a  (late  of  anxiety  and  fufpenfe, 
Mr.  Hinfum  came  to  dine  at  the  colo- 
I  4  ncr$. 
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ntVs.  The  old  gentleman  heariitg  her 
name,  was  very  inquifitive  after  her  family, 
of  which  the  colonel  informed  him.  No 
fooncrdid*Mr.  Hinfum  find  her  father  was 
a  Kentifli  man,  than  he  afked  her,  if  h^ 
was  not  born  at  a  village  which  he  named, 
^in  that  county;  and  whether  her  grand- 
father's name  was  not  Richard ;  to  which- 
Ihe  replied  in  the  affirmative.  He  then 
defired  to  know  in  what  manner  her  father 
had  left  his  affairs ;  which  fhe  with  tears 
related.  The  good  old  manfeemed  ftrong 
ly  afFeded  with  the  recital,  and  could  not 
prevent  the  efcape  of  fome  pearly  drops 
that  glided  down  his  filver  beard:  then 
cafting  his  eyes  upwards,  with  great 
emotion  he  cried  out,  Thank  heaven ! 
I  have  lived  to  find  a  deferving  relation, 
when  I  defpaired  of  ever  meeting  with  one 
,in  the  worldr.' 

This  exclam.ation  fo  amazed  the  ladies, 
that  though  they  were^  in  all  probability, 
r  ^  endued 
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endued  with  as  much  curiofity  as  the 
reft  of  Eve's  daughters,  they  could  not 
find  words  to  exprefs  it.  However  the 
colonel  relieved  them  by  demanding  an 
explanation  of  Mr.  Hinfum's  laft  fpeeeh. 

Colonel^"  anfwered  he,  you  may  re» 
member  in  the  detail  I  gave  you  of  mylifci» 
I  mentioned  an  uncle  that  fent  me  abroad, 
that  very  man  was  the  grandfather  of  this 
young  woman,  and  brother  to  my  mother, 
his  name  was  Richard  Murrells." 

Oh,  fir,''  faidMifs  Murrells,  are  you 
the  perfon  that  my  father  was  fo  afflided 
'  about  upon  his^  death  bed  ?"  fhe  theiik 
mentioned  his  fpeech  upon  that  occalion, 
and  being  affured  Mr.  Hinfum  was  the 
very  man,  burft  into  a  frefli  flood  of  tears^ 
and  faid.  She  wilhed  it  had  been  pof- 
fible  for  her  dear  father  to  have  been  cer* 
tain  of  his  fafety ;  as  the  apprehenfions  of 
fome  violence  being  offered  to  him,  ruffled 
-'bini  in  his  laft  moments. 

I  5 


I 


I7S      The    STAGE  COACH. 

The  colonel,  who  felt  fenfations  for 
them  both,  which  neither  w^ereable  to  ex- 
prcfs,  congratulated  each  an  this  happy 
meeting,  and  gave  Mr.  Hinfiim  an  ex- 
plicit account  of  the  young  lady's  fuffer- 
ings;  reprefentingin  the  ftrongeft  light 
thofe  which  were  occafioned  by  the  per- 
fecutionst   of  Lord   Courtall  ^   and  her 
merit  in   prefering    the  alternative  of 
poverty  and  diftrefs  with  virtue,  to  gran- 
deur and  affluence  without  it.    The  good 
old  man  highly  applauded  her  conduct, 
and  told  her,  he  defired  for  the  future 
flie  would  regard  him  as  a  tender  and  af- 
fefticnate  parent,  faying  he  would  adopt 
her  for  his  child,  ard  make  the  fame  pro- 
vifion  for  her,  as  if  Ihc  had  derived  her 
birth  from  him.     I  have,^'  continued  he^ 
thank  heaven !  acquired  a  much  larger 
fonune  than  is  rcquifite  to  furnifh  mc 
with  all  I  defire  in  this  world,  and  my 
cxpcnces  cannot  be  equal  to  the  interefh 

of 
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of  a  moiety  of  it^  the  fuperfluity,  there* 
fore,  I  fhall  infift  upon  your  acceptiag 
immediately,  my  dear  child;"  taking  her 
by  the  hand, you  muft  not  refufe  mcthc 
fatisfadion  of  feeing  part  of  my  fubftance 
in  the  pofleffion  of  a  perfon  fo  nearly  al* 
lied  to  me,  and  fo  deferving  of  the  whol^, 
which  I  fhall  bequeath  to  you  j^j 
dcadi-" 

The  condition  Mifs  Murrells'is  mind 
was  in,  at  this  extraordinary  inftance  of 
generofity  and  affe£lion>  would  be  diffi^ 
eult  to  defcribe^  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  it 
was  filled  with  fentiments  of  gratitude 
and  veneration^  which,  as  foonas  fhe  was 
able  to  recover  from  her  furprize,  ftie 
cxprefled,  in  words  fuitable  to  the  occafi* 
on,  having  made  her  firft  acknowledge* 
ments  to  that  beneficent  Being,  who  had 
influenced  the  adtions  of  her  humane  be- 

nefador.  ^Mr.  Hinfum  was  fo  defirous 

of  rewarding  fuch  a  meritorious  perfc- 
I  6  yerance^ 
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Iterance,  as  fhe  had  fliewn  in  the  paths  of 
virtue,  that  he  needed  not  the  information 
he  had  received  concernrng  their  affinity 
to  excite  his  benevolence;  yet,  what  be 
would  voluntarily  have  beftowed  uponfuch 
an  objed,  had  (he  been  na  nearer  allied 
to  him  than  others  of  the  human  fpecies, 
he  imagined  fhe  had  a  right  to  from 
confanguinity,  and  therefore  would  not 
accept  the  compliments  which  the  colo- 
nel made  him  upon  his  liberality^  faying. 
Indeed,  fir,  they  are  mifplaced:  I  do 
no  more  for  this  dear  child,  than  is  her 
due;  (he  has  been  deprived,  by  the 
miftaken  conduft  of  her  parents,  of  the 
fortune  (he  ought  to  have  inherited,  and 
what  I  can  give  her,  will  not  compen«* 
fate  for  their  ejctravagaace,  and  the  difbefs 
it  involved  her  in therefore,  for  fear  of 
accidents,  I  .  m  lefolved  not  to  delay 
making  her  a  reparation/^ 
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He  was  fo  intent  upon  this  fcheme, 
that  he  fcnt  for  a  lawyer  that  evening, 
and  configned  over  to  her  ten  thoufand 
pounds  for  her  immediate  ufe,  and  then 
made  his  will.  The  occurrences  of 
this  day,  were  no  lefs  enemies  to  Mifs 
Murrells^s  repofe,  than  Mr.  Manly's  letter 
had  been  the  night  before;  however^  as 
they  muft  afibrd  more  agreeable  rcflc^li 
cns^  we  will  bid  her  adi«ii» 


CH  AP> 
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CHAP.  XVL 
Mrs.  Dura  at  appears; 

MISS  Murrells  was  prefented  in  the 
morning  early  by  Mr.  Hinfum, 
with  the  deed  which  had  been  made  in 
her  favour,  the  preceeding  evening.  She 
was  no  fooner  in  pofFeffion  of  this  gift, 
than  ihe  told  the  colonel  flie  was  defirous 
of  conveying  fome  afliftance  to  Mrs.  Du- 
rant;  who  (he  was  informed,  had  beea 
robbed  by  her  nephew,  and  deftitute  of 
common  neceflaries,  was  ftill  confined 
by  the  confeqiiences  of  the  accident,  to 
v/hich  Mifs  Murrells  owed  her  efcape, 
and  maintained  at  the  expence  of  the 
parilh  in  a  wretched  garret :  (he  there- 
fore thought  a  vifit  from  her  might  be 
deemed  an  infult,  and  begged  he  would 
be  fo  good  to  convey  her  ten  guineas  and 
a  letter,  the  purport  of  which  was  to  af- 

fur€ 
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fure  her,  If  flie  would  engage  to  em- 
ploy the  refidue  of  her  lire  in  fupplica- 
ting  the  forgivenefs  of  heaven  for  her  pafl: 
offences,  fhe  freely  pardoned  all  fhe  had 
done  againft  her,  and  would  allow  her 
the  fame  fum  every  half  year  during  her 
iife/* 

This  letter  and  prefent  the  colonel, 
being  directed  to  her  lodgings,  carried  her 
himfelf,  and  upon  delivering  them,  Ihe  fell 
mpon  her  knees  in  a  tranfport  of  joy,  calling 
Mifs  Murrels  an  angel,  and  condemning 
her  own  vile  behaviour  ta  her,  which,  fhe 
faid,  ihe  fincerely  repented  of,  and  re- 
counted to  the  colonel  the  hiftory  of  her- 

felf  as  before  related.  He  aiked,  if  fhe 
knew  what  was  become  of  her  ungracious 
nephew;  ihe  anfwered,  he  was  then 
dying  of  a  wound  he  had^  received  from 
an  unknown  perfon,  that  he  attempted 
to  rob  in  the  ftreet  a  few  days  before,  as 

lie 
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he  had  informed  her  by  his  wife,  who  had 
juft  been  with  her,  to  tell  her  he  expreffed 
great  forrow  for  the  mifery  (he  fuftained  by 
his  means,  but  hoped  flie  would  forgive 
him,  as  it  was  impoffible  they  ftiould  ever 
meet  again  in  this  world.  As  fome  atone- 
ment for  what  he  has  defrauded  me  of,  he 
has  fent  me  thefe  trifles  to  convert  into 
money/'  fhewing  the  colonel  a  plain  gold 
ring,  and  another  toy,  which  he  fufpefted 
to  be  ftolen,  and  paying  her  more  than 
the  value  of  them,  he  took  them  away 
•with  a  defign  to  advertife  them,  and  reftore 
them  to  the  right  owners. 

He  told  Mrs.  Durant,  if  fhe  was  fincere 
in  what  (he  faid,  he  muft  infill  upon  her 
informing  him  where  he  might  hear  of 
Mackfhane'swife,  thinking  fhe  might  be 
perfuadcd  to  make  furihcr  difcoveries  that 
wouldbe  offervice  to  the  world.  She  repli- 
ed, (he  knew  notwherefliewas  to  be  found, 
but  that  (he  was  to  be  with  her  fliortly,andif 
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file  had  any  previous  intelligence  of  her 
coming,  fhe  would  acquaint  him  with  it. 
The  colonel  defired  fhe  would  do  fo,  and 
left  her  to  refleft  on  the  different  behavi- 
our of  her  vicious  principal,  Lord  Court- 
all,  to  whofc  family  fhe  owed  her  ruin, 
and  in  the  profecution  of  whofe  fervice 
ihe  had  met  v/ith  a  difafter  that  had  very 
near  brought  her  to  her  grave,  and  reduced 
her  to  the  lowed  degree  of  indigence ; 
yet,  this  noble  patron  could  fuffer  her  ta 
remain  under  the  mofl  afflicting  pains  of 
the  body,  heightened  by  the  ftings  of  a 
confcience,  ftill  more  feverely  wounded, 
wthout  granting  her  a  fixpenny  piece  to- 
wards defraying  the  expence  of  her  cure^ 
or  to  procure  her  a  morfel  of  bread  where- 
with to  fuftain  weak  nature.  What  a  con- 
trafl  did  the  condud  of  the  virtuous  and 
injured  party  exhibit  to  her  view !  Such, 
indeed,  as  awakened  in  her  foul  a  peni- 
tential fenfe  of  her  own  wickednefs,  and 

brought 
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brought  het  to  a  full  refoiution  to  pafs  the 
remainder  of  her  days  in  offering  up  ex- 
piatory prayers  at  the  throne  of  grace,  and 
warning  others  to  avoid  or  refift  the  tempta- 
tions flie  had  been  deluded  by. 

The  colonel,  having  made  a  report  to 
Mils  Murrells  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  em- 
balTy,  was  fliewn  a  card,  which  had  been 
Jeft  in  his  abfence,  and  contained,  The 
compliments  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manly,  to 
the  colonel,  Mrs.  Jeflbn,  and  Mife  Mur- 
rells, requefting  the  honour  of  their  com- 
pany at  Mr.  Manly*s  houfe,  to  dine  on  the 
morrow.*' 

When  he  had  perufed  it,  he  was  afkcd 
by  the  ladies,  who  could  be  meant  by  Mrs. 
Manly;  he  replied,  "  Nobody;  but  it  is 
very  probable  the  fervant  that  had  wrote 
the  card,  had  beenaccuftomedin  a  former 
place,  to  infert  his  maker's  and  lady's 
compliments,  and  did  it  mechanically/' 

Thb 
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This  anfwer  ferved  for  a  folution  of  what 
had  appeared  very  myfterious  to  them ,  and 
they  were  as  fully  perfuaded  from  this  in- 
terpretation, that  there  was  no  fuch  perfon 
as  Mrs.  Manly^  as  any  libertine  pretends 
to  be  of  the  non-exiftence  of  that  virtue  in 
others,  to  which  he  himfelf  is  a  ftranger. 
We  will  pafs  over  the  remainder  of  this 
day,  and  convey  them  to  Mr.  Manly's^ 
where  the  affair  was  cleared  up  much  to 
tlieir  fatisfaftion. 


Chap. 
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Cannon  is  preparing  to  go  off'. 


HEN  the  company  which  we  left 


V  f  at  Mr.  Manly's,  had  paid  their 
congratulatory  compliment&  to  the  mafter 
and  miftrefs  of  the  family,  the  colonel  in- 
formed Mr.  Manly  of  thefituation  in  which 
he  found  Mrs,  Durantj  and  that  he  had 
received  a  note  from  her  to  acquaint  him 
that  he  might  fee  her  niece,  if  he  would 
give  himfelf  the  trouble  to  come  to  her 
lodgings  about  fix  that  evening.  He  then 
mentioned  the  trinkets  he  had  purchafed, 
and  produced  them  to  view;  the  juflicc 
no  fooner  faw  one  of  them,  than  he  de- . 
clared  it  was  the  tobacco -ftopper  that  he 
had  loft;  Here,  fir,''  faid  he,  pointing 
to  the  colonel,  look  at  my  name,  though 
the  rogue  has  taken  pains  to  fcratch  it^ 
you  may,  without  a  deal  of  learning,  make 
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out  Gilbert  Moody."  Upon  this  the  co- 
lonel looked  at  it  more  attentively,  and 
laid,  with  his  help,  he  could  decypher 
thofe  words,  and  delivered  it  to  the  old 
gentleman. 

Soon  after  dinner,  Mr*  Manly  was  told 
tliat  Cannon  defired  to  Ipeak  with  him; 
upon  which  he  retired  into  another  apart- 
ment to  receive  him,  who,  the  moment  he 
appeared,  faid,  he  came  to  return  him 
thanks  for  allthe  favours  he  had  conferred 
upon  him,  and  to  bid  him  adieu,  being 
going  with  his  lord  to  France,  and  could 
not  leave  England  until  he  had  paid  his 
compliments  to  him  and  Colonel  Jeflbn. 
Mr.  Manly  then  ordered  a  fervant  to  beg 
the  colonel  would  walk  into  that  room ; 
where  the  valet  addrefled  him  in  like  man- 
ner* He  fcemed  to  be  highly  pleafed 
with  the  thoughts  of  this  trip,  and  told  the 
-•'entlemen  it  was  vaftly  fortunate  at  this 

.ndure,  adding,        am  in  fome  hopes 

of 
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of  having  it  one  time  or  other  in  my 
power,  to  return  fome  of  the  favours  you 
have  honoured  me  with,  and  if  ever  I 
fliould  be  a  marquis^  I  am  fare  I  fhall  ne- 
ver forget  my  old  friends/' 

At  this  the  colonel  burft  into  a  laugh^ 
Prithee^  Cannon/'  faid  he,  ^Svhathave 
you  drank  to  day?" — Nothing  but  cho- 
colate," replied  the  valet,      for  my  Lord 
docs  not  dine  till  late  to  day.'' 

I  a^ked  that  queftion,  as  I  could  not  | 
othervvife  account  for  the  abfurdity  of 
your  fpeech;  but  if  you  have  not  been 
too  free  with  fome  liquor  more  potent  than 
chocolate,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  what 
profpecl  you  have  of  becoming  a  man  of 
quality?'' 

The  valet  was  about  to  reply,  when  a 
fervant  told  the  colonel  his  chariot  at- 
tended^ according  to  his  order;  and  he, 

being 
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being  willing  to  hear  Cannon's  preten- 
fions,  and  yet  defirous  of  feeing  Mrs. 
Mackfhane^  as  it  was  dark,  offered  the 
valet  a  place  in  it,  faying,  the  bufinefs  he 
was  going  upon,  would  not  detain  him 
long,  and  he  might  attend  him  and  fit  in 
the  chariot  till  he  returned  to  it. 

During  their  little  journey,  he  demand* 
ed  an  explanation  of  w^hat  he  had  uttered. 
Gannon  anfwered,  I  knew  your  honour 
would  be  furprifed,  but  more  unlikely 
things  have  happened  ^  and  that  you  may 
know  I  go  upon  pretty  fure  grounds,  I 
mufl  tell  you,  my  mother  was  an  Irifh- 
woman,  of  no  very  great  family,  and  had 
a  brother  who  refidcd  in  Ireland,  and  was  a 
mechanic,  I  muft  confefs  of  the  loweft 
order;  this  unck  of  mine,  though  he 
could  neither  read  nor  wTite,  kept  up  a 
conftant  correfpondence  with  hisfifler,  my 
aunt  Belcher;  the  perfon  he  employed  as 

his 
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his  fecretary,  lad  week  informed  her,  that 
his  daughter  is  at  this  time  promoted  to 
be  one  of  the  firft  ladies  in  the  court  of 
France;  and  as  my  coufia  is  fo  happily 
advanced,!  propofe  makingmyfelf known 
to  her,  and  foliciting  her  intereft ;  which 
muft  be  the  greateft  in  that  nation  to  pro- 
cure me  fomething  handfome  i  to  which 
no  doubt,  flie  will  chufe  a  title  to  be  an- 
nexed, as  I  can  without  vanity  boaft  of  be- 
ing the  top  of  her  family ;  and  (he  may 
be  proud  to  acknov/ledge  the  only  per- 
fon  of  any  figure  in  it.  This,  fir,  is  my 
fcheme,  in  which  if  1  fliould  fuccced, 
I  fhall  be  always  ready  to  do  your  ho- 
nour, or  Mr  Manly,  any  fervicc  in  my 
power." 

The  contents  of  this  fpeeeh,  and  the 
gravity  with  which  it  was  uttered,  had 
fuch  an  efFe<5l  on  the  perfon  to  whom  it 
was  addrefled,  that  he  could  not  refrain 
from  an  immowlcrate  fit  of  laughter;  and 

finding 
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findino;  he  had  to  deal  with  fuch  an  in- 
corrisiible  coxcomb,  he  thou2;htit  vain  to 
expoilulate  with  him  upon  the  fabjeft; 
and  therefore  only  reminded  him  of  the 
BiiLule  being  a  much  lefs  agreeable  habi- 
tation than  the  Fleet.  By  this  time  the 
chariot  fkopt,  and  the  colonel  was  going 
to  alight,  when  the  valet  laid  hold  of  his 
arm,  and  begged  him  to  (lay  a  moment;  he 
made  thisNrequeft,  with  fach  trepidation, 
that  the  colonel  demanded  the  occahon  of 
this  fudden  alarm  ? 

Oh,  fir!  did  not  you  obferve  that 
miferable  objeft,  thatpafled  us,  and  went 
into  thishoufe?" 

I  fawa  ragged  creature,  who,  I  ima- 
gine, may  be  a  chare-woman  to  the  peo- 
pie  here;  but,  what  is  (he to  the  purpofe? 
I  fappofe  yon  are  furprized  at  my  vifit- 
ing  fuch  a  place ;  yet  you  might  know,  I 
never  think  it  beneath  me  to  fearch  into 

the 
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themeaneft  recefs,  to  relieve  tlie  diftrefled 
or  comfort  the  penitent." 

Oh,  fir,  I  know  your  honour  is  all 
goodnefs!  and  fliall  remember  to  my 
dying  day,  the  kind  vifit  you  made  me 
inprifon;  I  did  not  queftion  but  you 
came  unon  Ibme  charitable  defio;n,  vet 
I  little  thought  you  knew  any  thing  of  my 
wife :  indeed  flie  makes  a  mofl  dreadful 
appearance.' ' 

Your  wife!  what  do  you  mean?  I 
know  nothing  of  your  wife,'* 

Your  honour  is  pleafed  to  fay  fo, 
but,  I  am  not  miftaken;  that  is  the  very 
woman  I  was  fo  unlucky  as  to  marry;  I 
muft  humbly  take  leave  of  your  honour 
before  you  go  into  the  houfe^  fori  would 
avoid  her  fight/* 

Courage!  Cannon^  you  fhall  wait 
for  m^i  for  if  it  is  as  you  fay^  I  will  en- 
quire 
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quire  after  her;  you  need  be  under  no 
appreheniions  of  her  running  away  with 
yon,  whilft  you  fit  in  the  chariot,  there- 
fore  I  infirt  upon  your  flaying  till  I  return,' 
you  may  dra^v  up  the  canvaffes  if  you 
chufe  it." 

The  valet  ilood  too  much  in  awe  of  die 
colonel,  to  diibbey  thefe  peremptory  or- 
ders, but  the  moment  he  entered  the 
doors  he  made  ule  of  the  blinds.  The 
colonel  toujid  Mrs.  Durant  in  difcoutle 
with  the  fame  woman,  and  was  not  a  lit- 
tle furprized  at  her  faying  to  hlm^  ^'  This 
fir^  is  the  wife  of  my  unhappy  nephew, 
wlio  i^  juft  expired:  the  informs  me  that 
the  things  which  you  purchafcd  were 
ftblen,  though  fhe  knows  not  to  xyhom 
they  belong;  the  ring^  flie  lays,  he  took 
laft  Sunday  from  an  herb  woman  that 
keeps  a  ftall  in  Covent  Garden  Market, 
on  her  return  from  Iflington.  I  muft  beer 
therefore,  fir,  to  return  you  the  money 
K  z  for 
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for  it,  that  ihe  may  have  it  agaui/'  The 
colonel  refufed  to  take  the  money,  or 
deliver  the  ring,  faying,  he  would  give 
it  to  the  right  owner,  having  learnt  her 
name.  Then  he  afked  Mrs.  Markihane 
how  long  flie  had  be^n  married  ?  (he  re- 
plied twelve  years,  Have  you  any  evi- 
dence or  certificate  of  your  marriage?  faid 
he,  I  believe  fhc  has  no  certificate/' 
anfwered  Mrs  Durant,  but  I  and  two 
much  more  rcfpe(iable  perfons,  who  are 
ilill  living,  were  witnefles  of  the  cere- 
mony's being  performed  at  St.  Martin's 
church. — k  is  but  too  true,  that  (lie  was 
ruined  by  the  fatal  alliance  fhe  made 
with  my  nephew." 

The  nkce  wept  during  this  f^^ech^  the 
colonel  perceiving  (he  was  overcome  with 
forrow,  had  more  humanity  than  to  en- 
creafe  it  by  a  rough  behaviour;  he  there- 
fore, in  as  gentle  terms  as  poflible,  told 
her      hoped  tbe  afiiidion  (he  was  in, 

arofe 
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aroffe  fratn  a  confcioufnefs  of  having  of- 
fended the  divine  Being,  rather  than  a  fe- 
peration  from  her  wretched  hufband. 

*^  I  am  informed, continued  he,  ^*  that 
you  have  dehided  a  gentleman  to  ruin 
whom  you  married  fome  months  ago,  and 
not  only  robbed  him  of  all  he  was  worth, 
but  occafioned  his  impritbnment  for  debts 
of  your  comrafting :  I  have  fufEcient  evi- 
dence to  prove  this,  and  could  inflant- 
ly  produce  the  perfbn  you  have  thus  in- 
jured, and  deliver  you  up  to  his  mercy; 
but  I  had  rather  by  lenient  methods 
bring  you  to  a  proper  lenfe  of  your  guilt, 
and  aid  you  with  my  advice  towards  a  re- 
formation, than  expofe  you  to  the  rigour 
of  the  law;  therefore  if  you  will  in  pre- 
fence  of  two  witncfles  that  I  (hall  call  up, 
make  oath  of  the  legallity  of  your  prior 
marriage,  I  will  not  only  eng^e  that 
you  (hall  receive  no  moleftation  from  Mr* 
K  3  >  Cannon; 
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Cannon ;  but  if  I  can  learn  that  you  are 
once  in  a  way  to  getanhoneft  livelihood, 
and  have  changed  your  manner  of  life, 
I  will  be  a  iriend  to  you/' 

The  wretched  creature  at  this  fell  on 
her  knees^  with  all  the  tokens  of  contri* 
lion,  and  confcffed  the  faft  of  which  fhe 
was  accufcd ;  aflurlng  him  ftie  was  very 
ready  to  obey  his  commands;  according- 
ly he  called  up  a  fervant,  and  difpatch- 
cd  him  to  fetch  a  tradefman  whom  he 
knew,  that  lived  in  the  fame  ftreet,  and 
before  him  and  the  colonel's  footman,  fiie 
took  the  oath  required. 

When  they  were  difmifled,  Mrs.  Durant 
protefted  (lie  was  an  entire  ftranger  to  the 
affair  of  Cannon,  butfoid  her  nephew  had 
been  guilty  of  fo  many  vile  aftipns,  that 
ftie  did  not  queftion  but  this  was  com 
mitted  at  his  inftigation;  For,  I  verily 
believe/'  continued  fhe,     he  droveher  ta 
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it  J  oh!  he  has  been  the  vUeft  and 
moft  ungrateful  wretch  to  her! — will  you 
give  me  leave^  fir,  to  relate  to  you  fome 
circumftnnces  of  her  life,  which  may 
poffibly  excite  your  compaffion,  though 
flieis  criminal."  I  know  none,  anfwered 
the  colonel,  whofe  condition  is  fo  de- 
plorable, as  thofe  who  are  in  fuch  a  ftate  of 
bondage  to  fin;  there  are  none  who  more 
deferve  commlferation :  I  fhali  therefore 
very  attentively  liften  to  what  you 
have  to  fay/'  She  thanked  him,  and 
proceeded  to  the  narrative  which  we  re- 
ferve  for  the  next  chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 

Mrs.  Mackfiiaiie's  Ilijiory. 
H  I  S  imfortunate  woman,"  faid 


X   Mrs.  Durant,     was  the  daughter 

of  a  gentleman  who  had  a  place  in  the 
Six-Clerks  Office;  ani  being  an  only 
child,  her  parents  by  their  care  and  indul- 
gence, proved  there  was  nothing  fo  dear 
to  them  in  this  world.  When  fhe  was 
about  feventeen,  fhe  became  acquainted 
with  my  nephew,  who  was  an  under  cterfc 
in  the  fame  office,  and  knawing  her  fa« 
ther  to'be  wealthy,  made  ufe  of  every  ar* 
tifice  to  ingratiate  himfelfinto  heraffedt- 
ons.  He  was  but  too  fuccefsful  \  and  in  a 
(horttime  perfuaded  her  to  elope  from 
her  parents;  who,  fufpefting  the  affair, 
had  informed  her  of  their  diflike  to  him, 
upon  account  of  the  depravity  of  his 


morals^ 
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morals;  ^or  as  to  the  flendernefs  of  his 
fortune,  they  declared,  if  he  had  been  a 
man  ofcharacler^  and  fhe  regarded  him, 
they  \y ould  not  have  witheld  their  confent. 

With  grief  and  fhame  I  muft  con- 
fefs,  I  was  aiding  in  this  fedu6lion,  for 
fuch  lmuftcall  it^  and  afforded  them  a 
refuge  in  my  houfe  till  we  could  bring 
about  a  reconciliation  with  her  parents* 
A  year  pafled  on,  and  no  notice  was  taken 
of  her  by  them,  when  her  rrfcother  died  oi 
the  grief  thisrafh  ftep  of  her  daughter's 
occafioned;  and  her  father,  having  quite 
difcarded  her,^  married  a  young  woman, 
by  whom  he  was  likely  to  have  a  family. 
My  nephew,  difappointed  of  tte  fortune 
he  expefttcJ  with  her,  ufed  her  barba- 
joufly  1  not  only  refofmg  hef  money  to 
purchafe  common  neceffaries,  but-  evea 
obliging  her  to  port  from  her  watch,  and 
fome  few  jewels,  which  the  indulgence  of 
ker  jparents  had  fwBilhedhei  with.  Durinjg 
K  5  his 
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bis  confinement  for  the  fraud  he  had  com- 
mitted upon  the  ofiiceher  fatherfent  afriend 
to  let  her  know,  if  flie  would  leave  her 
hufband,  of  whole  villainy  (he  had  now  a 
confpicuous  proof,  he  would  receive  her  iti- 
tohis  houfe,  and  provide  for  her  as  if  fhc 
had  never  tranfgreffed  3  but  poGtively  de- 
clared if  (he  would  not  confent  to  break  off 
all  commerce  with  him,  he  would  never 
part  from  a  groat.  Tempting  as  thispro- 
pofition  was,  and  notwithftanding  the 
ill  treatment  fhe  received  from  my  nephew 
fhe  was  not  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  agree 
to  it  upon  fuch  conditions;  and  returned 
her  duty,  with  many  acknowledgments 
to  her  father  for  his  condefcenfion ;  but 
faid,  fhe  had  too  great  a  regard  for  the 
perfon  fhe  had  married,  to  confent  to  a 
reparation  for  ever  upon  any  terms;  and 
tliat  (hewas  determined  to  abide  by  him 
at  all  events^  and  would  not  on  any  ac- 
count dcfert  him  in  his  affli^lion. 


lufed 
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lufed  every  argument  I  could  to 
perfuade  her  to  accept  her  father's  offer^ 
not  fo  much,  I  will  ingenuoufly  confefs, 
from  a  proper  fenfe  of  her  advantage,  as  to 
ridmyfelf  of  an  hlcumbrancc;  for  (he 
had  been  maintained  at  my  expence, 
from  the  time  fhe  came  into  my  houfe, 
and  I  now  faw  no  profped  of  her  ever  be-^ 
ing  able  to  repay  me  :  but,  all  my  in- 
treaties  were  unavailing,  {he  was  foinfatu* 
ated  as  to  prefer  waiting  upon  him  in  a 
prifon,  to  an  independant  ftate  under  her 
father's  roof. 

Oh!  may  all  heedlefs  young  women 
be  warned  by  the  example  her  v/retched 
life  affords !  and  not  fufFer  themfelves  to 
be  feduced  by  flattering  pretenfions  of 
love,  from  a  man  whofe  charafter  will 
not  ftand  the  teft  of  fuch  a  fcrutiny,  as 
the  choice  of  a  partner  for  life  demands; 
fuch  indeed  as  no  girl,  at  fo  early  an  age 
can  be  fuppofed  capable  of  making;  and 
K  6  how 
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how  dangerous  it  is  for  a  young  perfon^ 
biafled  by  paffion,  and  devoid  of  experi- 
ence, to  put  hierfelf  voluntatily  into  the 
'power  of  an  abandoned  profligate;  this 
inftance,  among  many  the  like  melancho- 
ly ones  is  too  fare  a  proof.-  Oh,  fir,  what 
numbers  have  been- like  her  undone,  by 
fhefalfe  hopes  of  being  able  to  fix  the 
Pandering  paflions  of  a  li^oertine,  for  fuch 
(he  wdl  knew  my  nephew  to  bes  yet  de- 
bauched as  he  was,  fhe  ran  the  dreadful' 
rifk  of  uniting  herfelf  to  him;  conjeftur- 
ing  from  the  fubmiffive^  behaviour  of  the 
lover,  (he  fhould  be  able  to  reclaim  the* 
hufband:  an  experiment  that  I  hope  will^ 
be  no  longer  attempted  by  any  woman^ 
who  would  fecure  peace  of  mind^  here, 
or  happinefs  hereafter ;  fince  the  failure 
of  it  muft  be  deftfudlve  to  both,  as  eve- 
ry one  who  has  fallen  into  this  fatal  mif- 
take  can  teftify;  though  i  hope  very  few 
have  paid  fo  dearfy  for  their  imprudencer 
But  to  return  to  my  niece's  ftory. 

WheiY 
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When  (lie  acquainted  her  ha(band 
with  the  anfwer  fhe  had  fentto  her  father's 
meflage,  and  afliired  him  flie  would  re- 
main;  with  him  in  a  dungeon,  rather 
than  defert  him  in  his  diflrefs,  he  cruelly 
puflied  her  from  him,  and  uttering  a 
volley  of  oaths,  and  impious  execrations 
^gainft  her  and  her  father,  bad  her  return- 
to  the  old  rogue,  for  he  never  defired  to 
fee  her  more;  upbraiding  her  with  hef 
poverty,  a;nd  condemning  the  ftep  fhe 
had  taken  in  quitting  her  parents  to  ruirt 
him  y  for  fo  ungeneroufly  did  he  exprefs 
himfelf,  imputing  the  crime  for  which 
he  was  impriloned  to  her  extravagance^ 
which  he  affirmed  he^had  no  other  means 
to  fupply,  though!  was,  as  I  faid,  at  all 
fhe  expence  of  providing  foir  their  fup- 
port/ 

Whilfthewas  thvis  Cruelly  abuljng 
lier,  the  fon  of  that  carl  whom  I  can  ne* 
▼er  mention  without  remorfc  and  lhame 

cam€ 
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came  to  the  prlfon,  and  fet  him  at  liber- 
ty. Lord  Courtall  fixt  his  eyes  upon  the 
weeping  wife,  and  obferved  enough 
beauty  in  her  to  infpire  him  with  a  de- 
fire  to  obtain  her  for  a  miftrefs :  the  indi- 
gence and  principles  of  her  hufband,  en- 
courajred  him  to  communicate  his  defire 
W  him 5  when  he  returned  to  my  houfe, 
who  bafely  agreed  to  the  vile  bargain; 
but,  when  he  informed  her  of  it,  fhe  re- 
folutely-  refufed  to  perform  the  conditions. 

They  fatup  all  night  debating  the  mat- 
ter, and  at  laft  he  terrified  her  into  a  com- 
pliance by  prefenting  a  loaded  piftGl,de- 
claring  he  was  defperate;  and  if  flie  would 
not  agree  to  extricate  him  from  his  trou-' 
bles  by  this  method,  which  would  alfo  pro- 
cure her  a  maintenance,  he  would  inftant- 
ly  difpatch  both  hpr  and  himfelf,  for  he 
was  determined  not  to  live  to  want.  This 
menace  had  the  efFed  he  intended,  and 

from 
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from  that  time  till  within  thefe  few  years 
they  were  both  fupported  by  my  lord's 
bounty,  at  the  expenceofher  virtue  and 
happinefs,  which  fhe  has  often  folemnly 
protefted  flie  never  enjoyed  fmce.  My 
nephew  behaved  tolerably  during  the 
time  he  was  in  his  lordfhip's  pay;  for 
though  he  had  long  withdrawn  his  per- 
fonal  vifits  from  my  niece,  he  employed 
her  hufband  in  feducing  other  women,, 
and  did  not  defert  him  till  the  failure  of 
the  fcheme  concerted  againft  Mifs  Mur- 
rells^  from  which  time  he  never  admitted 
him  into  his  prefence.'  The  lofs  of  his 
lordfhip's  favour  made  him  renew  his 
threatenings  to  his  wife,  whom  he  profhi-^ 
tuted  for  gain,  and  frequently  obliged  her 
to  go  with  him  to  houfes  of  public  refort 
where  he  found  he  could  make  money 
of  her. 

To  this  Mrs.  Mackfhane  added—— 
*•  What  you  have  told  this  gentleman  is 

very 
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very  true  ^  I  have  been  a  moft  abandoned 
wretch,  I  may  fay,  againft  my  inclinations, 
lince  I  prctell  nothing  but  the  fear  of 
death,  which  myhulband  was  perpetually 
threatening  me  with,  could  have  prevailed 
with  me  to  behave  as  I  have  done*  It  was. 
that  alone  which  occafioned  th€  wrong  I 
did  Mr,  Cannon;  my  hufband  was  in- 
formed by  the  people  where  he  lodged,, 
that  he  was  a  foolifh  young  officer,  who 
had  got  feme  money,  and  was  endeavour- 
ing to  add  to  it  by  a  match  with  any  ladjr 
of  fortun<^;  upon  this  he  placed  me  in 
the  lodgings  where  Mr.  Cannon  found 
me,  and  paffed  for  my  brother;  we  were: 
no  fooner  married,  than  I  obeyed  Mr. 
Mackfliane's  orders,  as  to  the  robbery ;; 
who,  having  liifcovered  that  he  had  parted 
fr<MTi  his  commiffion,  thought  it  not  worth 
my  while  to  continiae  longer  with  him, 
after  depriving  him  of  all  he  was  worthy 
and  left  him  to  defray  the  expences  of  my 

lodging 


The    stage   COACH.  209 

lodging  and  board.  I  own  I  was  to  blame 
'  to  be  intimidated  with  the  dread  of  what 
is  much  more  defirable  than  the  wretched 
life  1  lead ;  and  which^  now  he  is  no  more, 
I  am  determined  to  quit  though  1  ftarve ; 
had  my  father  been  ftili  living,  I  fliould 
have  flown  to  him  for  fuCcour,  and  verily 
belieye,  as  my  hufband  is  dead,  he  would  • 
have  afforded  me  a  trifle  towards  my  fup- 
port 5  but  fince  he  is  gone,  I  have  no  friend 
to  apply  to,  nor  any  means  to  procure  my 
bread/' 

*^  I  am  truly  concerned  at  this  relation,'* 
anfwered  the  colonel,  and  would  do 
any  thing  ^9  contribute  towards  your  re* 
formation ;  thus  far  I  will  engage,  if  you 
can  fix  upon  any  employment,  and  will 
transform  your  way  of  thinking  and  ading 
to  one  more  fuited  to  the  defign  for  which 
you  were  fent  into  the"  world  y  my  pro 
tedion  and  afliftance  (hall  not  be  wanting 
to  encourage  you  to  perfevere  in  tlie  only 

path 
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path  that  can  lead  you  from  the  final  de- 
ilruftion  both  of  your  foul  and  body.  As 
an  earneft  of  what  I  intend  to  do  for  you, 
here  are  two  guineas;  and  I  defire-you 
would  tell  me  what  fort  of  employment 
beft  fuits  your  capacity 

This  queftion  could  not  be  immediately 
replied  to  by  the  culprit,  who  was  fo  over- 
come by  the  humane  behaviour  of  the  co- 
lonel,and  fo  deeply  affedtedwith  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  her  own  demerit,  that  it  w^as 
feme  time  before  (he  could  give  vent  to 
her  acknowledgments.  At  laft  (he  ex- 
prefled  the  grateful  fenfe  (he  had  of  his 
kind  admonitions  and  prefen't,  and  faid, 
(he  could  earn  her  living  by  working  at 
her  needle,  provided '  (he  could  be  em* 
ployed ;  but  though  flie  had  offered  her- 
felf  to  feveral  (hops,  the  charader  (he  bore 
caufed  them  all  to  rejeft  her,  and  (he  knew 
not  where  to  make  application  for  work. 
Her  benefaftor  replied,     Some  time  of 

proba- 
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probation  will  be  requifite  to  erafe  the  bad 
impreflion  your  condudt  has  juftly  made 
upon  all  who  are  of  good  principles;  I  may 
be  condemned  for  too  haftily  crediting  the 
proteftations  you  have  made  of  contrition 
and  amendment,  but  I  hope,  for  your  own 
fake,  they  are  fincere  ^  for  if  not,  I  would 
have  you  confider  what  an  aggravation  to 
your  other  offences,  fuch  a  deception  muft 
be  deemed  by  that  juft  Judge,  who  in- 
(pefts  into  the  inmoft  receffes  of  the  heart, 
and  whofe  power  is  adequate  to  his  know- 
ledge/' At  this  fhe  reiterated  her  pro- 
mifes  of  making  a  thorough  reformation 
in  her  life,  and  protefted  her  repentance 
was  fuch  as  heaven  and  he  required. 

He  then  told  her,  he  would  make  a 
reprefentatioh  of  her  cafe  to  fome  people 
of  worth  and  humanity,  who  would  em 
ploy  her,  and  advifed  that  Mrs.  Durant  and 
(he  fliould  take  a  private  lodging,  and  live 

as 
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as  retired  as  poffible^  ^^y^ng,  the  reputa- 
tion they  had  in  the  world,  muft  prevent 
him  from  making  them  any  more  vifits; 
but  he  ftiould  continue  to  enquire  after 
them,  and  tolupply  them  with  what  migl^e 
help  to  keep  them  from  want;  having 
again  exhorted  them  to  follow  his  advice^ 
he  left  them^  and  returned  to  his  chaiiot* 


C  H  A 
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CHAP.  XIX, 

A  Ring  no  unnecejfary  Appendage  to  i 
Wife. 

CANNON,  very  uneafy  at  the  colo- 
nel's  iongvifit,  was  extremely  plcafed 
to  hear  him  order  the  coachman  to  return 
to  Mr.  Manly's;  upon' which  he  plucked 
up  the  courage  to  afk  him  if  he  had  heard 
any  thing  of  his  wife;  the  colonel  replied, 
I  have  had  a  long  converfation  with 
her,  and  I  hope  I  have  made  up  matters 
between  you ;  Ihe  gave  me  a  piece  of  pa- 
per to  deliver  to  you,  and  I  have  promifed 
that  you  (hould  forgive  all  that  ispaffed.'* 
The  valet,  conjecluring  by  this  fpeech, 
thatthe  gentleman  expeded  he  (hould  be 
reconciled  to  her,  and  receive  her  as  his 
wife,  feemed  to  be  under  the  greateft  con- 
fufion ;   however,  though  he  was  a  good 
deal  afraid  of  ofFending  the  colonel,  this 

appre- 
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apprehenfioa  fo  affedled  him,  that  he  could 
not  help  faying,  he  was  determined  never 
to  live  with  fuch  a  jade,  and  that  he  was 
furprized  his  honour  could  propofe  it. 

The  colonel,  not  being  willing  to  let 
him  remain  under  this  miftake,  produced 
the  paper  which  contained  the  confeffion 
of  her  marriage  with  Mackfhane,  and  Can- 
non^s  releafe  from  the  obligation  he  thought 
himfelf  under  to  her;  the  perufal  of  which 
threw  him  into  fuch  a  tranfport  of  joy, 
that  he  knew  not  how  to  exprefs  it,  other- 
wife  than  by  beftowing  the  epithets  of  no- 
ble, generous,  and  good,  very  profufely 
upon  the  colonel;  who  being  to  pafsthro* 
the  ftreet  where  his  lord  refided,  took  his 
leave  of  him,  and  fet  him  down  at  his 
lordfhip's  houfe. 

Whilft  the  colonel  was  gone  upon  this 
expedition,  Mr.  Manly  had  taken  Mrs. 
Jeflbn  and  Mifs  Murrells  afide,  and  im- 

parted 
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parted  to  them  what  had  pafled  in  the  in- 
terview he  had  had  with  Mr.  Truelove; 
begging  leave  to  introduce  him  at  the  co- 
loners,  on  the  morrow;  to  which  the 
dies  confented;  and  Mifs  Murrells  in  re- 
turn acquainted  him  with  Mr.  Hinfum's 
generofity  to  her,  but  defired  he  would 
make  no  mention  of  it  to  Mr.  Truelove; 
he  promifed  ihe  fhould  be  obeyed,  and 
heartily  congratulated  her  on  hcracceffion 
of  fortune. 

Upon  their  return  to  the  company,  they 
found  the  colonel,  who  diverted  them* 
with  a  relation  of  Cannon's  extraordinary 
expeftations,  and  the  hiflory  of  Mrs. 
Mackfhane,  earneflly  recommending  her 
to  the  ladies  as  an  object  of  charity;  and 
they  unanimoufly  agreed  to  employ  her 
as  a  fempftrefs.  Upon  their  return,  Mrs. 
Jeffon  entered  into  a  converfation  with 
Mifs  Murrells  concerning  Mr.  Truelove, 
and  faid,  (he  imagined  Ihe  fhould  foon  be 

deprived 


aii      The    stage  COACH. 

deprived  of  the  pleafure  of  her  company; 
and  that,  however  dehrous  (he  was  of  de- 
taining fo  agreeable  a  friend  in  her  family, 
there  appeared  fofair  a  profpecl  of  happi- 
nefs  in  her  acceptanee  of  his  offer,  that 
(he  mould  with  inexpreffible  fatisfaction 
lefign  her  to  him;  hoping  their  friendfhip 
might  ftill  fubfift,  and  that  their  feparation 
might  be  as  little  felt  as  poffible,  if  it  was 
a.  match,  defired  (he  would  pcrfijade  Mr* 
Truelove  to  rcfide  in  their  neighbourhood. 
Mifs  Murrells,  having  returned  her  thanks^ 
declared  (he  was  not  certain  the  match 
would  ever  be  effected;  but  if  it  was^lhe 
thought  the  fame  intercourfe  might  be  pre- 
ferred between  them,  and  that  (he  would 
never  marrv  unlefs  (he  could  fecure  that 
in  the  manner  (he  wirtied. 

In  the  morning  the  colonel  told  the  la- 
dies, he  had  been  in  Covent  Garden  mar- 
ket, to  find  out  the  herb  woman  from 
whom  MackQ)ane  had  ftolen  the  ring; 

*^  Having 
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Having  been  direfted  to  her/'  con- 
tinued he,  I  went  up  to  her  ftall,  which 
I  found  very  flenderly  furnifhed,  and  de- 
manded the  reafon  ofit'5  making  fo  poor 
an  appearance ;  Ihe  burfl  into  tears^  and 
faid,  Ah,  fir!  I  have  been  very  unfor- 
tunable,  and  have  been  robbed  of  almofl 
all  I  am  worth,  and  now  am  forced  to  run 

a  tick  for  the  few  things  you  fee/'^  

'SRobbcdP'  faid  I,  by  v/hom?  and 
what  did  you  lofe?" — I  don't  know  his 
name/'  replied  fiie,  but  I  have  feenthe 
gentleman  many  a  time,  and  often  when 
he  has  been  bedaubed  ^^*ath  lace;  and  as  I 
was  coming  from  Iilington,  one  Sunday, 
before  fim-fct,  he  overtakes  me,  and  fell  sl 
talking  to  me  about  my  gains;  faying,  he 
did  not  doubt  but  I  made  a  pretty  penny 
of  my yerbs;  "  Heaven  help  you!''  faid 
I,  ^'  What  can  I  make?  I  can  live  to  be 
fure,  though  it  is  but  poorly,  and  I  fliould 
not  have  been  able  to  do  that,  as  I  am  a 
Vol.  III.  L  poor 
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poor  widow,  and  have  four  children  to 
maintain,  if  I  had  not  had  a  good  wed- 
ding ring,"  Whereupon  he  afked  me 
what  I  fold  my  ring  for;  upon  which  I 
Iliewedit  him;  Sold  it faid  I,  No, 
I  would  not  change  it  for  no  monevy 
though  I  never  wear  it  but  on  Sundays  ; 
for  every  Monday  morning  I  pavm  it 
to  buy  yerbs,  and  of  a  Saturday  night  I 
carry  the  money  and  get  it  back  again; 
and  fo  I  have  maintained  myfelf  and 
my  children.''  As  foon  as  I  had  told  him 
fo^  he  pulled  out  a  knife,  and  fwore 
he  would  kill  me  dead,  if  I  did  not  give  it 
him.  I  cried  and  prayed  him  not  to  take 
it  away,  for  I  and  my  children  muft  be 
ftarv^ed  if  he  did;  but  he  fwore  he  would 
have  it,  and  fo  he  had;  and  ever  fmce 
I  have  not  put  a  morfel  of  any  thing 
but  dry  bread  into  my  mouth,  and  much 
ado  I  have  had  to  feed  my  babes.  How- 
foever,  the  merchant  I  trarlic  with  for  my 

greens. 
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greens,  has  let  me  have  as  many  as  comes 
to  a  crown,  which  I  am  to  pay  when  I  am 

The  innocent  funplicity  with  which 
the  poor  woman  uttered  this,  prejudiced 
me  in  her  favour;  and  the  cruelty  of  the 
wretch  who  had  wronged  her,  appeared  to 
me  in  fo  ftrong  a  light,  that  I  could  not 
help  reflecting  on  the  happlnefs  of  Mifs 
Murrells's  efcape  from  the  power  of  fo 
inhuman  a  villain  j  I  alked  her  if  the  ring 
(he  had  loft  had  any  motto;       No,  and 
pleafe  your  honour;'"  returned  fhe,  but 
there  is  a  pofey  within  fide  it,  Once 
mine,  ever  thine."    I  could  not  help  fmil- 
ing  at  a  motto  oddly  adapted  to  a  pawn; 
however,  perceiving  it  agreed  with  that 
on  the  ring  m  my  pocket,  and  her  ftory 
with  Mrs.  Mackfliane's  account,  \  deli- 
vered it,  and  informed  her  how  I  came  by 
it;  (he  difcovered  fuch  tokens  of  joy  at  the 
fight,  as  I  cannot  defcribe,  and  faid,  fhe 
L  2  would 
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y/ould  be  glad  to  pay  me  any  expence  I 
had  been  at  in  the  recovery  of  it ;  but,  in- 
deed flie  had  but  eight  pence  by  her,  and 
fhe  could  not  offer  me  lefs  than  a  ftiillino;; 
when  I  replied,  that  fo  far  from  demand- 
ing any  thing  of  her,  I  would  make  her  a 
prefent  of  the  value  of  it  in  coin;  I  thought 
flie  would  have  fallen  at  my  feet  and  wor- 
lliipped  me/' 

Mifs  Murrells  was  fo  affccled  with 
this  account,  and  the  providential  deli- 
verence  v/hich  ftie  herfelf  had  from  the 
machinations  of  Mackfhane,  that  flie  fent 
for  the  poor  woman,  and  upon  converf- 
ing  with  her,  found  flie  had  been  an  un- 
der fervant  in  her  father's  family,  when 
they  lived  in  Suffolk,  and  was  carried  by 
them  to  town,  where  fhe  had  continued 
from  that  time.  Upon  which  flie  was  very 
liberal  to  her,  and  engaged  to  allow  her 
a  weekly  flip  end  towards  the  main/enancc 
of  her  children.     A  fupply  fo  extraor- 

dinary 
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dinary  and  unexpefled,  changed  the  poar 
widow's  affliclion  to  joy  and  gladnefs;  an- 
cffeft  that  kind  Providence  frequently 
draws  from  a  forrowful  caufe;  as  this 
ftory,  with  many  others  related  in  thefe 
volumes,  and  daily  experience  can  evince. 
Which  confolatory  refleftion  I  would  re- 
commend to  the  contemplation  of  every 
reader,  who  has  met  with  misfortunes  and 
difappointments.  Since  every  diftreffed 
perfon  is  under  the  proteiftion  of  that  mer^ 
ciful  Being,  whofe  pleafure  is  to  bring 
good  out  of  eviU 


CHAR 
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CHAP.  XX. 

Interview  between  tivo  Ladies. 

IN  the  afternoon  Mr.  Manly  Introduced 
Mr.  Truelove  at  Colonel  JeHbn's;  when, 
^fter  an  hour^s  converfation  upon  general 
copies,  he  retired  into  another  room  with 
the  colonel  and  his  lady,  leaving  Mils 
Murrells  and  her  lover  to  themtelves.  No 
fooner  were  they  alone,  than  the  gentle- 
man expreffedthe  extreme  pleafure  this  in- 
terview gave  him,  and  made  a  fpeech  upon 
her  merit,  and  the  fincerity  andconftancy 
of  his  paffion;  v/hlch,  as  I  did  not  hear,  t 
cannot  verbatim  repeat,  and  only  gutfs 
at  his  words  by  the  efFecl  it  had  upon  the 
lady,  who  was  too  well  fatisfied  with  thtir 
purport,  to  interrupt  him  for  the  fpace  of 
half  an  hour^  when  fhemade  fucha  reply, 
as  fo  difmterefted  and  generous  a  proce- 
dure 
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dure  dcferved,  ingenuoufly  confeffing  hei 
fenfibility  of  his  worth,  and  the  folly  and 
ingratitude  of  her  former  behaviour  to 
him. 

As  he  was  too  genteel  to  give  the  lead 
hint  of  her  misfortunes^  or  the  indigence 
he  imagined  her  patents  extravagance  had 
thrown  her  into;  fhe  mentioned  it  herfelf, 
and  gave  him  a  circumfhantial  account  of 
the  diflipation  of  her  father's  fubflance; 
adding,  had  (he  been  poffeffed  of  all  he 
had  lavifhed,  Ihe  (hould  have  no  objedion 
to  accepting  his  generous  offer;  but  the 
condition  ftie  was  fallen  into  had  rendered 
her  unworthy  of  him.  Heanfwered,  So 
far,  dear  madam,  from  lamenting  the  lofs 
you  have  fuftained,  I  look  upon  it  as  an 
happy  event  for  us  both,  fince  the  only  ef- 
fed  it  has  had,  is  to  render  you  ftill  more 
amiable,  by  the  exertion  of  many  latent 
virtues,  which  I  always  imagined  inhabited 
your  bread ;  and  only  waited  fuch  a  call^ 
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to  appear  as  confpicuous  to  all  the  world 
as  your  perfonal  accompiiihinents;  and  I 
muft  rejoice  at  it^  fmce  it  gives  me  an  op- 
portunity of  repairing  it  by  the  immenfe 
wealth  my  uncle  was  pleafed  to  bequeath 
me;  which,  without  you  will  ccnfent  to 
participate,  is  of  little  confequence  tome/' 

He  vva-s  fo  very  importunate,  that  (he, 
v/hohad  always  an  efteem  for  him,  found 
itfo  augmented  by  thefe  convincing  proofs 
of  his  fmcerity,  that  (he  v/ould  no  longer 
conceal  her  fentiments,  but  declared,  with 
an  ingenuous  modefty,  fhe  thought  hcr- 
felf  highly  honoured  by  his  good  opinion, 
which  her  future  condu(!T:  fhould  endeavour 
to  deferve  ;  and  fince  from  the  bounty  of 
her  coufin  Hinfum,  (which  fhe  now  in- 
formed him  of)  fhe  was  abletoiliew  the 
world  her  inclinations  were  unbialTed  by 
his  fortune;  if  that  good  old  gentleman 
Cwhofe  confent  fhe  thought  herfelf  bound 
by  gratitude  to  demand)  approved  of  her 

choice. 
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dioice,  Ihc  would  not  withold  her  hand 
from  him,  who  had  long  had  die  poflelTioii 
of  her  heart. 

The  rapture  with  which  this  obliging 
declaration  was  received  by  the  lover,  and 
the  'expreflions  in  which  he  vented  it,  I 
fliall  leave  to  the  imagination  of  my  read- 
ers, who  may  have  been  in  the  like  fitua- 
lion^  fmce  a  detail  of  it,  will  certainly  be 
excufed  by  many,  w4io  perhaps  may  be  as 
little  qualified  to  underftand,  as  I  am  to 
defcribea  fceneof  that  kind;  let  it  faffice 
to  fay,  the  gentleman  and  lady  v;ere  come 
to  a  reciprocal  agreement,  when  they  v/ere 
called  to  fjpper*  Upon  their  entrance 
into  the  apartment  where  it  was  ferved 
up,  they  faw  Mr.  Hinfum,  who  had  re- 
ceived an  invitation  from  the  colonel  to 
meet  this  company.  Mr.  Manly  read  Mr. 
Traelove*s  fuccefs  in  his  countenance,  and 
congratulated  him  upon  it,  then  prefented 
him  to  Mr.  Hinfum,  who^  much  pleafed 
L  5  v/ith 
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with  his  character,  upon  demanding  his 
confent,  according  to  Mifs  Murrells's  de- 
fire,  rephed,  "  Sir,  my  dear  coufin  does 
me  too  much  honour;  I  can  pretend  to 
no  authority  over  her,  but  as  her  friend, 
I  would  advifc  her  not  to  delay  the  union 
you  foHcit  many  days.''  Mr.  Truelo^ie 
and  the  reft  of  the  company  feconded  the 
old  gentleman,  and  prefled  for  an  eariy 
day,  when  the  Saturday  following  was 
fixed  upon;  Mr.  Truelove  being  in  lodg- 
ings, the  wedding  was  to  be  celebrated  at 
the  colonel's;  and  he  engaged  to  take  a  . 
houfe  in  the  fame  ftreet  for  his  own  refi- 
dence,  (having  put  off  all  his  affairs  in  * 
the  city)  and  to  build  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  colonel's  country  feat  for  his 
fummer  one.  Thefe  affairs  being  fettled, 
the  company  feparated  for  that  night,  and 
the  following  day  being  Sunday,  little  con- 
verfation  about  worldly  matters  paffed. 


Chap. 
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CHAP.  XXL 


^be  Author  bids  adieu  to  Mr.  Manly 
and  bis  fellow  Travellers. 

r\  N  the  Monday^  Mr.  Truelove  was 
at  the  coloners  by  breakfaft,  and 
detained  MiCs  Murrells  from  attenclins 
Mrs.  Jeffon,  in  a  vifit  fhe  made  that 
morning  to  Lady  Farewell,  who  was  ar- 
rived in  town.  At  her  return,  Mifs  Mur- 
rells was  very  inquifitive  about  Mifs  Fran- 
cis's affairs,  which  Mrs  Jeffon  told  her  Sir 
Charles  gave  the  following  account  of. 

The  day  after  (he  came  to  Mrs.  More- 
— ton's/'  faidhe,  ^4  received  a  letterfrom 
Burly 's  nephew,  importing,  that  his  un- 
cle had  been  fo  much  hurt  by  an  ac- 
cident that  happened  on  his  way  from 
y^^'indfor,  that  his  life  was  defpaired  of; 
and  he  begged  me  to  go  to  his  houfe, 
L  6  having 
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having  an  affair  of  imporrance  to  com**- 
ulunicate  to  me.  I  went,  and  found 
him  in  an  expiring  condition,  occafioned 
by  breaking  a  blood  veiTel  in  a  fall  out 
of  his  chaife.  The  moment  I  appeared, 
he  defired  to  be  left  alone  with  me;  when 
he  faid,  he  looked  upon  the  accident  that 
had  befallen  him  as  a  judgment  for  the 
injviry  he  had  intended  Mifs  Francis;  and 
as  he  found  his  end  approaching,  could 
not  die  in  peace  till  he  had  fent  for  me, 
and  imparted  the  true  ftate  of  her  affairs. 
He  then  prefented  to  m.e  a  copy  of  her 
father's  laft  v/ill,  which  upon  perufal  I 
found  to  be  very  different  from  that  Ihe 
had  mentioned,  fince  in  this  he  bequeath- 
cd  hi^  whole  fortune  to  her,  to  be  paid 
her  upon  the  day  of  marriage,  or  at  the 
age  of  tv.  eniy-one ;  and  no  f-ich  condi- 
tions were  annexed  as  flie  had  reported. 
I  told  him  I  perceived  this  was  not  the 
will fne  had  feen;  he  owned  it  was  not; 
but  that  t]:e  copy  he  had  impofcd  upon 

her 
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her  was  forged,  with  no  other  view 
than  to  intimidate,  and  bring  her  into 
his  meafures;  protefting,  he  had  no  de- 
fign  to  defraud  her  of  her  money,  though 
he  had  of  her  virtue.  1  afked  him,  why 
he  did  not  rather  feek  to  fecure  both,  by 
marrying  her?  He  anfwered,  that  he 
would  gladly  have  done,  but  it  was  not  in 
his  power,  as  he  had  a  wife  living,  who 
had  been  his  fervant,  and  engaged  never 
to  divulge  their  marriage^  during  his  life, 
except  he  attempted  to  marry  another. 

He  concluded  with  faying,  he  re- 
joiced at  Mifs  Francis's  efcape  from  him 
and  delivered  to  me  all  the  writings  re- 
lative to  her  father's  efFeds,  Upon  re- 
ceipt of  which  I  left  him,  and  I  hear  he  ex- 
pired within  a  few  hours  after/'  ^^But,  my 
dear  Bell,'*  continued  Mrs.  Jeflbn,  this 
is  not  all  the  news  I  have  picked  up  to 
day,  your  perfecutor,  Lord  Courtall,  has 
within  this  week  performed  fuch  an  ex- 
ploit. 
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ploit^  that  not  all  his  father's  intereft  will  be 
able  to  fcreen  him  from  punifhment,  if  he 
is  taken ;  but  it  is  thought  by  his  abfcond- 
ing,  ever  fmce  the  young  woman  whom 
he  has  abufedmade  her  depofition  againft 
him,  that  he  has  croffed  the  water/*  This 
relation  afforded  Mifs  Murrells  frefli  oc- 
cafion  to  pour  forth  thanks  to  heaven,  for 
her  prefervation  in  the  danger  flie  had 
been  expofed  to. 

The  next  day,  Mifs  Murrells  went  to 
fee  her  friend  Mrs.  Hill,  and  took  with 
her  Mifs  Francis.  She  had  the  pleafure 
to  find  her  extremely  happy  in  the  fituati- 
on  of  her  children,  and  in  expeftation 
of  her  fon's  return  in  autumn,  from 
whom  fhe  had  received  a  commiffion  ta 
take  a  houfe  againft  his  arrival,  and  a 
requeft  to  quit  her  bufmefs  and  refide 
with  him,  who  had  no  intent^n  of  ever 
returning  to  India;  ftie  faid  her  fon  and 
daughter  Hardy  were  fixed  much  to 

their 
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their  liking  at  Deptford.  Tn  return  for 
this  aR-reeable  intelli2;eriC€,  Mifs  Murrells 
acquainted  her  with  the  fortunate  change 
in  her  circumftances,  and  invited  her, 
when  file  was  miftrefs  of  a  country  houfe^  to 
pafs  thefummer  feafons  with  her;  declaring 
ihe  fhouid  ever  refpedl  her  as  a  parent. 

Whilft  they  were  converfing,  Mr.  EU 
let,  who  had  formerly  made  his  addrefles 
to  Mils  Murrells,  came  in,  and  being  in- 
formed by  Mrs  Hill  of  her  good  fortune, 
congratulated  her  upon  it.  He  ftaid 
with  the  ladies  two  hours,  and  was  fo 
pleafed  with  the  converfaiion  and  perfon 
of  Mifs  Francis,  that  under  pretence  of 
bufinefs  he  took  Mrs.  Hill  afide,  and 
made  enquiry  after  her,  but  flie,  having 
no  acquaintance  with  her,  could  not  fatis- 
fy  his  queftions.  However,  before  the 
ladies  departed,  flie  found  an  opportunity 
to  obtain  the  information  he  required 

from 
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from  Mifs  Murrells^  who  imparted  Mils 
Francis's  hiftory  to  her. 

On  the  Thurfday  the  coloneFs  family, 
Mr.  Truelove,  and  Mr.  Hinfum,  were 
invited  to  fpend  the  evening  at  Mr.  Man- 
ly's;  they  complied  widi  the  invitation, 
and  were  prefented  by  the  mafter  of  the 
houfe,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee,  who  had 
that  morning  received  the  nuptial  beue- 
diaion  frOiTi  Mf.  Doughty;  the  juftke 
was  more  than  commonly  merry  upon 
the  occafion ;  and  the  reft  of  the  company 
indulged  a  fprighdy  chearfulnefs,  tem- 
pered by  good  breeding;  to  encreafe  the 
bridegroom's  joy,  he  received  a  letter  that 
evening,  which  informed  him  that  his  be- 
loved  brother  was  out  of  all  danger,  and 
in  a  fair  way  of  recovery,  a  piece  of  news 
extremely  agreeable  to  all  prefent,  ex- 
cept  the  juftice,  whofe  features  began  to 
refume  their  ufual  gloom,  from  the  mo« 
ment  he  heard  it.     Mr.  Truelove  had 

fomc 
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fome  con  verfation  apart  with  Mr.  Dough- 
ty, who  he  defired  v/ould  be  ready  on  the 
Saturday,  to  perform  the  like  good  office 
to  him. 

At  their  departure,  the  colonel  begged 
Mr.  Manly's  family  would  return  this  vifit 
on  the  Monday,  Mifs  Murrells  dcfiring 
her  wedding  might  be  private. 

Upon  the  day  appointed,  Mr.  True- 
love  had  the  happinefs  to  receive  his 
amiable  bride  from  the  hand  of  her  kind 
coufinHinfum;  and  the  following  week, 
the  new  married  couple  received  the 
congratulations  of  their  friends  at  colonel 
Jeffon^ss  when  thejuftice  returned  'to  the 
Sullens,  accompanied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Manly,  his  fon  and  daughter.  Mr.  True- 
love  and  his  lady  remained  fome  months 
at  the  coloners,  and  then  removed  to  a 
houfe  they  have  taken  in  that  neighbour- 
hood, where  good  old  Mr,  Hinfum  has 

promifed 
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promifed  to  pafs  with  them  the  remain- 
der of  his  days,  Amongftthe  congratu- 
lations Mrs.  Truelove  received,  none 
were  more  fincere  than  thofe  of  Sir  Charles 
and  Lady  Farewell,  who  propofe  flay- 
ing in  town  till  the  fpring;  and  it  is  con- 
jeftured,  a  match  will  fpeedily  be  effect- 
ed between  Mr.  Ellet  and  Mifs  Fran- 
cis, as  they  have  commenced  an  acquaint- 
ance much  approved  of  by  her  worthy 
guardian. 

Thus  having  co.iducled  Mr.  Manly 
and  his  fellow  travellers  to  that  period  of 
their  lives,  which  each  was  defirous  of  at- 
taining, I  will  bid  them  adieu,  with  a 
fmcere  wifh  that  every  perfon,  who  is  en- 
dued v/ith  the  like  fliare  of  virtue,  hu 
manity  and  conftancy,  may  experience 
the  like  good  fortune 
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